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§\ z by Cindy Reinhardt

»;_ On Sunday mornings, at church =ser

;\ grers hear the soaring, majestic soun

; smcentury, many of those instruments

% Company in Highland, I11l1linois.

j The Wicks Pipe Organ Company was

in 1908 and continues to build and

2 . .

) ful music to the world. It is stildl

- Scott Wick, the third generation to

v the gl obe

2 The Wick family reaches back four

o ffirst, Al-0489Bys aLBBOing in America

‘5 ifthe late 1840s. A few years | al®09)

| lssssssssesssvessssssssssy | f ol lowed him to America. After brie

% WATCH US GROW. %;Etabli_shed successful careers in Hig

Y. sjveterinary surgeon who helped organ

R e e e e ilbled Civil War veterans TheStac@bs

ff St. Mary’s Catholic Church . 3 . Edwardsville, Il %: Hos P tal

2‘2 German Evangelical Church : 7 : Marine, 11I. Jul i u S , wh o trained as a cabinetm

FirstMethodistChurch. ; X .Emporia,Kar?sas. watchmaker after C O mi n:ggf@s,Amfeeimad

4 éij‘:;ncgzgeehc‘alcmh e “_‘Sl“;: store ondHsghhardat the corner of N

il b B T The store specialized in selling,

o rm vangelica : A arissa, Ill. . H

o and jewelry. I n 1868, he -1n89r6r)i,e dwhMa

> Wichks Pipe Organ Co.. al so an i mmigrant from Baden. TFhe ¢
HICHLAND. 0L U S A vived to adulthood, all boys who en

them, Louis, Eugene and John, train

& the fourth, Ado& pthor mero kt roamd e uds uas

carpenter. After his marriage,

A 1908 advertisement for WiiCtkiSeEi,pei e bayardi n Troy, | oi
Company (Wi cks) 9 y bdnnt. 3 n
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I'n addition to MCHS events, the EUNDRAISER FORMOHS: n
guests at several | ocations tMCs8SmoetbhraOprf8éptembéer &€dw
partedi patthe Edwardsvill e Bvhok hkd dt iav dir eaarkd atsds tfauch da ai s
booth at the Latzer Homested:erarh\,ee$tecD>mwls yierarHiimhIaarrobw

On October 15, the Society2Md | Pley alfWiteh | clrraemq3 %
Edwardsville. To |l earn more AthQLFtootHéquéA‘Cl\? Zaoé‘al\tlaet olrpaol%
Hi storic District, either atdt°¢fdf!tyhe festival or check t
website. Ther e fSpse aak evriodSeeor iaensd @ hi s 8y edlarmnati on was $411.00.
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RECENTNEWS

AED DEVICE AT ARCHIVAL LIBRARY BoARD MEETINGSNOW | N-PERSON VOLUNTEERS
On July 13, represent aAtfitveas scefvetrtad Greeag s Man ¥z otohhd ke t i

Hol t haus Memorial FundUCHrSe Beooratredd i MCHpSew smae tathwgs § andi ng v
with an Automated Ext e@rarkaln gDefdiviaritlalget orf t-h¥h@8peachodmst
(AED). The device ca-me ewint h udll eld tnrgo rfioc saterrpeg/lpﬁlHﬁS‘Q‘t(%l%%eg(
bystep verbal instruction s, d (
agproof case and an aIarr\?\./ERTtiT‘aQbé%%ﬁSﬁRg%&}-ﬂ%Nity valuabl e wo
of this device at the MPdobgoers€ouvohyi Auebi val work at the
Library will provide &moatshegr tlhdey estoscadfemsybtiet s8i hgr On _t he
staff, volunteers, and iwissi tfdrosort mft htenel i1Br3asr HUNA & i Bgyr, d q
case of emergency repaired, paibmtrirngrwiptah nEeadg Becke

compl eted, and sthheed .f | oolrsVe&rerde NBl oe
The floors in the 1928 ReldiyiBwnr ¢

prepped and tile will be ylnani dEnigre |tnt
weeks. Mi ke Feather
OQur painter (AKA boardugembeeathe
Mudge) is already at Woréaro)p Edesp4
rooms where carpenters have repalre
trim. Also on the second-fFb@r OWLF
been repaired where they Ligdild edé:rﬁaec
the |l eaking roof which iNsi c(kt hHeonfkffsutl
tant memory. Bi Il I I semin
NEw MCHS NTERN Charles J°r9

- Da mon
ft to right) MarncHs! tjhs ug | '—auscé‘ds‘%cok-eﬁéve
i ano ens R G TR TR SRR o Tk LY KS\L)BL{
TrIVIA NIGHT FUNDRAISER Geogr aphy student !S hel pMarfd yWI tam ©r

_ Outreach events this surmhérm | &wvd Madl

As of this writing, WeHws erdst R reetsdjtluhell Nt eset Riems b

t a I 1i ed , but wha't i s IﬂerO Vi d! SNotr rkq tn gt h: €h eT lhloVolt Q‘]ml kbee CRanI Sneh al*
Night on August 26 wasupa,vy]orhdqrafrmnysqqqcaqssd,d fehsnt V&h'sy
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the M Ar chi gry 'E s a Ellen Thors
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RECENTNEWS

NEw MCHS BARD MEMBER OUR FRIEND LAVERNE BLOEMKER

Wil bert Glasper was welcomed®lds od mew ame MICHSHE
MCHS Board in August. hear of the unexped

Gl asper-liosngarleisieent of M&PdiOLIH eEo Pt y° P £ MEH r
currently lives in Venice. H¥oadecpdes., igd’ " R
Lovejoy, and Venice. He retibr_eidoifnt @Oi\"cf omOA a
Busch where he worked as a It ér’?‘%é’d ednpe Oy Ei€e i e

. one_ o our_ regul ar, %

He has served on the Veni cepeBo@asd 20 fmaEdiUscoant i@ t
the Belleville Area College gAgWYiis &in wBeyge faqT i
Trades. He remains active |rharb| G QMM iptay WWQ.n N el e
youth in career counseling- s‘?'s‘f%m%re iwS td! §H ed m
cian and plays in a number cbforqraehqﬂg,a}n%sﬁeaq,vcgsi“" : 5 U
He is interested in helpingfprieeshqjq\g,e’ Q)Lbrtgroii%@,ﬁjmtd-ngesne)e

UMMER HisToOrRY CAMP both her time and -talent. Our

Summer History Camp was a o ela®% 3&lulc cle®s's TtanMisl Yy g8and frie
wi t ht dmip@ernsj oyi ng four days of fi el GRANTSMAKE IT WERK
Society is gg R T AR We have recently received g
partnership Edwardsville and the Il linois
Madison Coun Economic Opportunity to fund
Of fice of Ed Festival o#&, Ozmna@dbferom® the SI U
&ioglsg;zglnogt Faculty Association to fund t
Center and ¢t Septem.ber 23.. |
vided insi-gh Earlier this summer we recei
mation for t Edwardsville Community Founda
the various the Summer History Camp We a
this year. community support!

SPTEMBERNEWSLETTER SPONSOREIBY

WICKSORGANLLC

Thank You! : Martin and
Scholarship Benefit
The Olde Wicks Factory
Street | Highland, IL 62249
Reservations Required
Cost $ 25.00 per person
p i pe 0 i Reserve seats online at: www.eventbrite.com
“tion i e b Search for Martin and Barbara Wick Scholarship Event
gan te que or enter the following URL:
pl ayin . www.eventbrite.com/e/martin-and-barbara-wick-
Th . i d ¢ scholarship-event-registration-685084675707
e I n ro uc :
in this time w Includes:
Martin and Bar tPafrta® Ry £k nd it Catered dinner by Cygan-Delany
organi st. Dessert
Organists are not just i mpc Non-alcoholic beverages y

cause they manufacture organ nagiEiisperRinert, ht
and Barbara Wick together M Cash bar available for cocktails t e
her Senior Recital at Fontbo | 8
organ maker and the organist g s




WICK FAMILY IN MADISONCOUNTY

Ohi o to be cl&osfearmitloy .hiHse wliifleauii 9 m&®ddeg ioff applicable. He
pancreatic cancer at the ageudf thEe. comMpantyhrade ardepaocdd .milbhigl
Wick brothers woul d Ebleeccatmme ct hAec tfioounn dreerdsuced t he w
of the Wicks Pipe OreganmmiGoampianngy .t hin | eather pouc
The ol dest broﬂmetﬁs)“t?_%tu'lts“g'l%QSQmagnetS that wer
t ook overs hbissif me e rij in Louis was a genius
1890s, changi iigo utihse Jnhaemeeatro'y years of devel opmen
Wick, WatchmakebumrminnWg ITdwelsecond brother, Adadl5ph
those years, prior- twast hae ctawrpre natfert hweh oc ebnutiul t hou
ry, Louis and his f atnhelr8 906f,t eAnd owaopnh anmvaarrrdised | da S
for their work at t heailsoecdalt hfraeier sc,hiJ ulrieuns, ftomo bo
cabinetry and Loui s whorl e ebweillrdyi,n ganad hloautseer near H
Louis Julfoed wakches and cl ocAkdso.l plhn fle8 98 ,f rloomw it i n
bought the busi ness fbouitl dsion gb aadtl y9 2t 3h aM ot
Street from his father return to his reg I
Louis was nearly a decadwe% eh @ W?r% Eogo rs
brothers in both business adf arrﬂlnl\?v)P fmé"rjkslin d m
in December 1890, lists him fthe rﬂ g(ﬁ‘ c?ff éérf(‘
compy for more t ha S .
~x7 The youngest bro n
LOTIS J- IO, ». (188948), was near r
={Watchmaker and Jeweler,k< ferred)dfmof.. obFe
R cause he was not t oh
» He would | ater haveJoahnsprnana;mg
WMGH[S, G[OGKS, J[W[[RY, son named John. -As in earlier
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS, Iicat:ons,Hhe wmlolh_mbgroegboue
article. e was ei t ear s
PLUSH G008, TO%S, SIATONERY, | A pproemgi with a watchmaker hi
School Supplies, &e- jewelry business was announce
January 4, 1904, Hndghpabtii 3be
U i inli i i. J. Wick & Bro., Watchmak
HI[]I]GlﬂﬂﬁVlUllﬂSﬂSDBﬁlﬂm. customers and the public in g
|l announce that my brother,-Joh
: 12 yearsexpenenceenablesmet: ter e d my b us | ness as p artner
d repair your watches, ote inf3t | oy customers better than

Zmeniend, . - - mumate | fYo0; TL0°L TR NG
An 1893 advertisement for the WiéW%a?@makleﬁjy
ness at 923 Main Street in Highldnd.€mAd Ni,i r RE]
on the second floor of this buil &iongr.s, ( lLax Wie s
busi nidsls, Wi ck, Watchotk ewasandheréwdi et 0
only one of the brothers td °Bd €far €iPERL|
death in 1896. On October 2 HI 8ddnd phd! h;

Barbara Schwa®GtcZaahoBtc Bauld@Rtienthiadnis:
The couple would eventuallybgdpderg@d ng@
fourth being a girl, Anna, &ddpt &d St PdhM
St. Louis in 1910 vas ﬁPPFPaC?

An 1897 news article referegnccapoduPLgolufiZ_k 0l
a church service in Pic‘&erhlom,gbor tt_h i-|-rhemq:sh
er, John F. Wick, who was KknpQwWwry 3§ an =
Louis was fascinated with elc‘?]%tirri(?niatsge"?
wat chmaki ng, skills which trtq]résftqrari% t % o
organs several years "bluuyu )

I n 1896, Louis built an eldeecrt rtihce cdrogcak@ﬂscﬂr#wmlet\hftaeewseoif«
Hi ghl and, making all the parPted elri & adlC®PFFWO € e'aﬂré"{ea'tyeﬁr,‘
Hi ghland still working to prChwiraéd aadwethaamtaéy neead'/t%rr etn ‘F:
town, Louis installed his owr.elAectormidd- nlg,\hgi I\g/@ﬂngq E(
his home and storefront. TheeeWi clpowdrse nfglwrsléqo,lgnbga,dndsqgﬁ,d,
Direct Electric Acti crucicesks®hd yuldti Vietar wa®diibiagen ihtes faci l
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SURVIVING AND THRIVING

The company survived and-tthhe’ veeuwld ibeerccaeu svea o f1 d shte dirn avban d
ity to change and move with t ﬁ &l ehsreeLouo' s aghd JV\Pehnnt wep
also cautious. They did not pg§ nhe I Tg els§@ We lalyYg Ul Y S TWh&S S i
1921 They constantly worke QN M,pgjugvlaggrgtg? ‘ﬁb 9; AN
with the best sound and relioq,ltbl)fsony q_| ma ryk et /g e&l} tt
Wi cks name became synonymo-usy, Wi tkh|q’ Iltny nTrh(} %'n{ozpqtl
El ectric Action device, -Whic>2hg_Wr’;}]s@BhpmaMFentesda s
mar ked, was one innovatlon—tUi'h:;}tVetrhsqyt cq_rhtwl rSLbendootlo W’Hae ehlI
provements to& Dlestcygmpanyn tyhat,sel ai vgqxs following gradu
1929 when it made 120 organs.yam, but went immediately to

Surprisingl al t hough I'n 1942, under
business sl ow the government,
Great Depress memtd with differ
was not si gnd air raid sirens
'y, the compa year, the compan
began making- govelent contract
gan theift healnli facture airplane
tuoal es were the elrarig ems was
made to churc pl ane wings that
mi ght assume trang planes |
greater need_ conduddh to make or
those dark ti but after a few

Louis Wick- tebmer 1943, the ¢
cer in 1936 a stopped the manu
the tremendou gans, <citing mat
the company I n September 1914
he was said t ny received the
and kindHe awa after a year- of
man of sterli tion, it could r
very unassumi manufacturing. B
with a keen m caontracts for- go
wor k which- he they B@ffiosk Hig2tweEen
formed (as an’ Just as the coi
the organ indg bgi nning a finan
| ong remember Adol ph Wick, -one

At the ti me nal founding bro
Louis Wick wa away, followed b
of the Wicks Johms Fwi f e, in 1¢
Company which John F. in 1948.
had built 150 the | ast two fou
were sold to | away, the compan
over the gl obyy 2500 organs
Lowebil dren el With the found:¢
careers atcsth‘ »»»»» S & yeaorl d Martin Mart
company. i Wick, was the ne

Throughout i
John F. was t==9,
Wi cks Pipe Or
Company, | ate
Organ Company

S the Wicks Organ
WS position he woul
=death in 2002.

During his t-ent

. pany grew with t
president of 1960s being some
and ran the b ; ; ‘ % i years for organ
yet due to h'Wl (bkasck)géapnusn%ere dellvébertecdo nyartI'gng:i(Q)teryert@fe vhegeo(
l'i ke Louis, awwae mlmarka&m, Martin Wick is n%pdjéngb|a|t K i hd 6
he was thoroughly versed in us
all the mechanics of the orgagmse Uiglt Ve the(hefa(bt| y_ H—en
also a superb musician and Oofutterhl%aol Ifeogj anb t%aprqres raM gat
dedications of organs all ovqr tihe (GO Ykt ry . A]ft I'hur"g
knew a Wicks organ better tl'(,vgarhtq I ke o’%gtaynps caI accol
foll owing a 1922& ciomcldirghlaan tsaledt I
iUnder the skillful manipulatibh® o0 Mhamy als\/\ﬂctkoqkheorborbes
ties of the new Cathedral ortddh Wv(?é3rdefs“rfd"v!/nS hd tn 9tSh d O e £th ud



ANGINGWITH THE TIMES

CH
b

shop, grandfather l ocks that re
captured the Wick rothers root s,
rottldp desks, c&blnetry for elec
tronic pianos, and mor e.
Martin Wick-took flight | es
sons to g&tl ihd ean e |ion
the |l ate 1940s. This interest in
flight and&t lkkxpeompany
rience with government contracts
during the war eventwually |l ed to a
second company run out of the
same offices, Wi cks Aircraft
Supply Company, next door to
the pipe organ company at 410
Pine Street. The company began
by manufacturing and selling al/l
the parts neeldeid f or a home
airplane Above: A Wicks truxk(droiadaerdy
; i rjcraft wings made at the
The. Wi cks Orgaz]n I‘W%rked atgthe l ant durig
continues to manufacture organ n 8
today, but only Bedswonhdediesr 2. scene from
Their primary or z_&hs erﬁlaﬁ osmpija §ya fd tnu rliorbg g
i n vsiecre and repair: {Isz. ?a‘ Hél‘)ptehsgg%ﬂ %Ha'ﬁght
about 300 cIient(quwj(g) i'n
mil es of Highl-a . 2
resentatives in
U.S. cities tha
vice and upgrad
To date, the co
6,478 organs. -S
struments have
Korea, the Phil
Buddhi st Templ e
In 1960, Marti
Barbara Krause-l
ganist, as it t
pl ayed the orga
ear, that is, -wi
sic. The Wicks
and most worked
at one time or ¢
one, Scott, madeBénO\,\,hl|sn Pa€ h M@t ogr aph
nent career. WhedgsiceMar tiom dihedwiicks Mu
2002, Barbara towhkerevemalds opgans wer e
ident for eight &nredaré&nbheed ¢dpestrugdiepts.
ing and turning FEEEEEETTTEEET
Scott, who now-
ny
In 2017, wi th
tion a small e+
ness, the organ
and repairs move
street to the Wi
Supply building
The historic Wi
sold to Frank a
Ostrander who o
chased it as a
Elite Tumbl e an
that hosted che
competitions T

The Trades

Organ building is by necessity
a business that involves custom
crafting. Planning, construction and
finishing stages of each instrument
require special skills not easy to
find. Often over the years the
Wicks company advertised for
young men who could be trained in
the intricacies of the trades. Wicks
has hired many specialists that pre-
viously worked for other companies.
It's a niche market where these
skills are especially appreciated, so
employees who have worked for
Wicks for 50 years or more are not
unusual.

Sig a d engineers plan
s s ety

8°”§ fﬂré?ac'ﬂ/%[qled (Wi cks
M(rechamgstand ele%trfmar}s cre-
@i;g § RO, ents necessary to
lower and the trade-
anarked

organ, as well as other delicate
parts.

In the foundry, molten metal, an
alloy of tin and lead, is rolled out to
precise thicknesses to be made into
various sizes for the organ pipes.
The pipes range from very small to
32 feet long. After the metal has
aged for six months, pipe-makers

-] commence turning it into pipes.

In the Mill room, specialists
work with every kind of wood to
match the design and color of the
environment where the organ will
be installed. Finishers need to ex-
actly match the stain and varnish of
the church where the organ will be
installed.

f The orgad coesplesj and |ater
churghland héhte gurnishingshareH i
work$ ¢f arbcheatéd by tReSchbingtm
rhdkets who have worked for
Wicks, many of them for decades.

Once completed, the pipes are
sent to voicers, experts on tone. In

some ways, it is the most important
|| skill, because if the organ doesn’t
|| sound perfect, then it will not be a

good product, no matter how
beautiful it looks. Wicks organs are
known for their tone.

The last stop before being

. | shipped out is the Erecting Room

where every part is tested. The or-

== | gan is completely assembled and

tested, then disassembled to be
shipped to the customer. A Wicks
employee supervises installation of
the organ at its final destination.
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