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MYSTERIES OF THE BURROUGHS HOUSE

By Cindy Reinhardt

Historic homes aren’t difficult to find in
Madison County, but few have the combination
of mystery and history that can be found in the
Burroughs house on Springfield Road. Located
in Fort Russell Township, the building was con-
structed as two separate houses. The “new”
part is estimated to date to the 1860s and the
older portion to the 1830s.

Joseph Newman “squatted” on land in Sec-
tion 34 of Fort Russell Township in 1804. Of
Irish descent, he was
bornin 1775 in
Pennsylvania. The story
recorded in the 1882
History of Madison
County, tells of the
arduous journey to the
west by Joseph, his wife,
Ann, and their four chil-
dren. They traveled to-
gether to Cincinnati,
Ohio, where Ann and the 50 s aa
children then joined a
group headed west over- B

land to Madison County. The Burroughs House circa 1962. (Nancy Hoffman)

Joseph built a small flatboat and travelled
separately with their belongings, down the Ohio
and up the Mississippi River to St. Louis. A fifth
child, Emily, was born after they moved to
Madison County.

The 1882 county history described Joseph
Newman as “a mechanical genius, it having
been said he could construct almost anything
from wood with the most meager of tools. As
early as 1819, he had constructed a turning ta-
ble and also did the coopering for his neighbor-

hood. “
= T("y

n. ¥ In 1814, after improv-
; “w_ ing the land, Joseph ob-
‘tained possession of

#+ acreage that included

' parts of Sections 27, 28,
4 33 and 34. (The

4 Burroughs house is in the
SW Vi of Section 27.)
Joseph’s wife died in
1816 and Joseph a dec-
ade later in 1826. Three
years after obtaining the

continued page 4

This issue of the MCHS News recognizes
the Burroughs farm in Fort Russell Township
where, in the fall of 1946, MCHS held a pageant
in recognition of the 135th anniversary of the
building of Fort Russell. This was
one of the first Society events
held in several years since, like
many organizations, the work of ,{;A'*
the Society was paused during .
WWII. The cast for the production
numbered nearly 250 persons.

MCHS was recently
recognized as an lllinois
Centennial Organization by the
lllinois State Historical Society.

Another recognition from the
lllinois State Historical Society (ISHS) is a state
historic marker for the Weir House. A small
crowd gathered on December 5 for the
dedication ceremony that included remarks by

William Shannon, representing ISHS, local his-
torian Cindy Reinhardt and MCHS President
Fred Faust. Text on the marker reads:

“This Federal-style home was built in
1836 for Dr. John Weir (1809-
1878) and his first wife, Hepzibah
Damon (1810-1838). His patients
f# entered the house through a side
entrance on the north face of the
= building. Weir, both a surgeon

= and physician, also served as
doctor for the Madison County
Poor Farm. Weir was a popular
orator who often spoke in support
of temperance and abolitionist

: causes. Descendants of Dr. Weir
and his second wife, Mary Hoxsey (1810-1887),
occupied the house until 1963 when it was sold
to the Madison County Historical Society. The
Society opened it as a museum in 1964.”
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1
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Fred Faust, Pres.
Robert Clouse, V-Pres.
Arnold Meyer, Treas.
Tallin Curran, Sec.
Leslie Bednar

Bob Daiber

Stephen Hansen
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Carol Manning
Stephen Mudge

Jeff Pauk
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STAFF

Robert Clouse
Operations Director

Mary Z. Rose

Archival Library Research
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Jenn VanBibber
Curator

VOLUNTEERS

There are abundant and

varied opportunities for
volunteers at either the
Museum or the Archival
Library. If interested,

please call 618-656-7569.

MEMBERSHIPS

Several membership lev-
els are available to those

interested in supporting
the work of preserving
Madison County history

through an MCHS mem-
bership. Memberships run
on the calendar year, Jan

1-Dec 31. Applications

are available on our web-

site, or at the Archival
Library.

PUBLICATIONS

MCHS NEws

6 issues annually
Cindy Reinhardt, Editor
618-656-1294

MUSEUM & ARCHIVAL LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT

“In Her Words: Life at Base Hospital 21 as gical hut, working with PTSD patients, and

Told by a WWI Nurse”is a major project that
took years to complete. It in-
volved the digitization and
transcription of the war-time
journals of Nurse Bertha
Love. The finished work is
the latest MCHS material
added to the lllinois Digital
Archives database.

The daughter of William
and Kate (Pittman) Love,
Bertha was born near
Quercus Grove in Hamel
Township on Dec. 13, 1879.
She began her 40-year
nursing career in 1905 after
graduating from St. Luke’s
Nurses Training School in St. Louis. Except
for the war years, she spent her entire career
at St. Luke’s, retiring in 1944. She died July
20, 1951. The journals are among numerous
items from Bertha Love in the MCHS collec-
tions.

The images within this collection are
scans of Bertha’s handwritten journals. She
wrote them while stationed at Base Hospital
Unit #21 in Rouen, France, from May 1917 to
April 1919. As soon as she arrived in France,
she began documenting her experiences in
three journals brought from home. While in
Rouen, she rotated through several nursing
positions on base, including a stint in the sur-

TRANSITION NEWS -

On December 1, the Madison County
Historical Museum and Archival Library began
operating without public funds for the first time
in 97 years. MCHS has always owned the
buildings and all the collections, but is now re-
sponsible physically and financially for opera-
tions.

The museum and the library are under the
direction of Robert “Bob” Clouse, Vice-
President of MCHS, who has a professional
background that includes a PhD in
Anthropology and, immediately before his
retirement, work as a museum director.

As Bob will tell you, “l was an archeologist
for 35 years so I'm not afraid to get my hands
dirty.” Bob does the organizational work re-
quired, but you might also find him scrubbing
a floor or raking leaves...whatever it takes.
The Society is fortunate to have his expertise,
especially since the work is done as a volun-
teer.

Details addressed in December included
changing the security system, telephones, in-
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Bertha Love

even running the mess hall for a brief time.
The journals capture experi-
ences during a diphtheria
outbreak as well as the chal-
lenges of the influenza epi-
demic. Some major themes
that appear in Bertha's jour-
nals are the friendships she
formed while serving in the
army, daily life on base, rec-
reational activities they
found to keep themselves
occupied, and tourist spots
she explored in Europe dur-
ing her service.

Please note that some
content reflects outdated, bi-
ased, and offensive views and opinions; how-
ever, it is the responsibility of MCHS to pre-
serve and present archival materials as au-
thentically as possible. The Society is grateful
to the SIUE interns who worked to digitize,
transcribe, and describe the journals under
the direction of Madison County Archival Li-
brary staff, and to the SIUE IRIS Center for
providing the digitization facility and super-
vising the digitization.

Bertha'’s original pages with a transcription
can be found at lllinois Digital Archives:
https://www.idaillinois.org/digital/custom/
bylInstitution#M Look under “M” for Madison
County Historical Society.

A NEW ERA BEGINS!

ternet service, etc. from County accounts to
MCHS and rekeying locks in all three build-
ings.

Assisting the staff are volunteers who op-
erate the library on Sundays so that staff can
focus their time during the week. The
schedule includes:

Ist Sunday: Robert Clouse
2nd Sunday: Cindy Reinhardt
3rd Sunday: Mary Westerhold
4th Sunday: Carol Manning

The Society is especially pleased to have
former Archival Library Research Manager
Mary Westerhold back at the library. She
knows Madison County history and the collec-
tions better than anyone.

MCHS Treasurer Arnold Meyer has han-
dled the work of transitioning paid staff from
County employees to MCHS employees.

MCHS President Fred Faust has dealt
with a myriad of other details that have come
up during this first month of independent
operations.
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RECENT NEWS

SUNDOWN TOWNS IN MADISON COUNTY
The MCHS Speaker Series program for February will be
a program by Byran Jack on sundown towns in Madison
County.

Sundown towns began in the 1890s as a way to keep
Free Blacks from settling in a town. They were called “sun-
down towns” because Blacks were not

allowed to be there after dark. Although
many think of sundown towns being a
phenomena of the South, there were
sundown towns all over lllinois.

Bryan Jack is an associate professor
of historical studies at Southern lllinois

Madison County Historical Soviety

ONLINE [B}a

SPEAKERpp 11

University Edwardsville where he specializes in African
American history. This is his second appearance in the
MCHS Speaker Series.

THANK YOU GARDENERS!

The first MCHS Yard Day was held the morning of
December 13. Six hardy volunteer groundskeepers trimmed
bushes, filled in holes, raked leaves and did other chores to
make the grounds more attractive to visitors. Additional
workdays will probably be held monthly during winter and bi
-weekly in summer.

MCHS ANNUAL MEETING
Thank you to all who participated in the first “Zoomed”
Annual Meeting and/or sent in ballots to approve new and
continuing Board Members. Thanks also to Lynn Engelman
for providing an interesting program.

STEPHANIE MALENCH FIRST SPONSOR
One of the Society’s major expenses each year is print-
ing and postage for the MCHS News. The Society is now

RECENT VOLUNTEERS
THANK YOU!

MCHS VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers are playing an in-
creasingly important role in accom-
plishing the work of the library, mu-
seum, and society and deserve

Donna Bardon
LaVerne Bloemker

recognition. Betty Byrd
Some of the volunteers Lynn Engelman
listed at right have done work from Gary Forshaw
home, others work in the library and Bryan Hansen
some came to help at the first out- John Harvey
door work day. In addition to these ‘
volunteers, the MCHS Board, listed DIErI e
on page 2, is a very active Board, Marty Lane
This is not a group that shows up Pat Mays
for a monthly meeting and is done. Scott Oliva

They volunteer throughout the
month, working on programming,
exhibit design, fund raising, mem-
bership, and many other projects,
including this newsletter.

A few examples of volunteer
work: Derik was an intern that
stayed to complete work of con-
structing archival boxes to safely
store the scrapbook collection. Scott
comes in almost every Sunday. He
is creating an archive of articles
about the various railroads of
Madison County. Steve updates the website. Lynn, a former
MCHS Board member, continues to process bulk mailings
for the Society. All of this work, and the work of others, is
both valuable and valued. Thank you!

Steve Rensberry
Mike Reinhardt
Connie Royston
Mary Westerhold

“Volunteers don't
get paid, not because
they’re worthless, but
because they’re
priceless.” — Sherry
Anderson

seeking sponsors ($500) for each issue. We are very grate- |

ful to Stephanie Malench for being the first MCHS News
sponsor! Stephanie is a second generation member of
MCHS. She is the editor of the Troy Times Tribune, but is
also a freelance writer and editor (see ad below).

Sponsors can use their space to promote a business,
congratulate a family member on a special occasion, or cre-
ate a tribute to a special person. The $500 donation is
roughly the cost of printing and mailing each newsletter.

- “rl0 ite”By Steph

(314) 952-7525
ssmmsw0l@aol.com

Stephanie Malench
Freelance Writer/Editor
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Specializing in Grant Writing and Educational Editing

NEWSLETTER SPONSOR
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Bob Clouse and Carol Manning work to clear leaves from the plaza
in front of the Archival Library. (Fred Faust)

2022 NEW AND RENEWING MEMBERS

This section will now be an annual list in the March MCHS News.

RECENT DONORS

Thank you for your generosity!

Gary Denue

Robert Gusewelle
David & Rita Jenkins
Charlotte Johnson
Gracie Koeller

Lacy McDonald

Stephen Mudge
Stephanie Malench
Rowena McClinton

Mike & Marian Smithson
Kenneth Spring

Beverly Stutz



EARLY HISTORY OF BURROUGHS FARM (cont rrom pacE 1)

property, in 1817, he sold 160 acres,
including the SW V4 of Section 27
where the Burroughs house is located,
to his eldest son, Zadock Newman.

Before the family moved to the
lllinois Territory, Zadock, who was in
his early teens when they migrated,
had the beginnings of an education in
Pennsylvania. He was given additional
opportunities after his arrival, and as a
young man became a teacher himself
before settling on a career as a farmer.

In 1810, he married Martha Ewing
and began to build what would become
a large extended family. Zadock, like
his father, owned land is several sec-
tions, and at this time it is believed he

riage. Sarah and Zadock together had
six more children before she died in e
1851. Zadock then married another =
widow, Martha Smith Williams Roberts
who came to the marriage with five
small children. In case you've lost
count, that’s 22 children that history
records he raised as his own, in addi-
tion to others that the family took in
over the years.

Zadock was a Ranger in the War
of 1812, serving out of Fort Russell
which was within a few miles of the
Burroughs House. In 1837, he began
preparing for a move to Lawrence
County, Missouri, by selling 160 acres
to Joseph Burroughs who had recently

did not live in the Burroughs house, but
in another in Section 27. Zadock and
Martha had six children before her
death in 1828. He then married a wid-
ow, Sarah Kendall Cotter who brought
her five sons, the oldest being only
nine years old at the time of their mar-

arrived from Maryland. By 1840,
Zadock Newman was gone from
Madison County, but two of his older
sons, William E. and John Russell
Newman, already had established
farms in Fort Russell Township and re-
mained life-long residents.
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Zadock Newman as pictured in the 1882
History of Madison County.

FORT RUSSELL & THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE BURROUGHS HOUSE

Oral histories of the Burroughs house indicate that the
older portion of the house was built of materials salvaged
from Fort Russell, and although that is not documented, it
is likely true.

Fort Russell’s exact location has been a mystery for
nearly a century (see sidebar article on page 6) and may
never be known, but, it is generally agreed that it was
located in Section 34 of Fort
Russell Township and within a
few miles of the Burroughs
house. The house abuts the
section line, so close that the
house is in Section 27 and the
adjacent barn is in Section 34.

Deeds for the property
where the Burroughs house is
located refer to the “Joseph
Burroughs homestead” which
may indicate that Joseph
Burroughs either had the
house built or built it himself.
Stories passed down through
the Burroughs family also state
that Joseph Burroughs built the
house.

Fort Russell (also known
as Camp Russell when active)
was built in 1812 and decom-
missioned after only two years, when no longer needed.
According to 1817 letters published in various newspapers
and written by John Reynolds, the fort was sold that year.

Other sources state that there were at least two build-
ings within the fort and one of them was used as a school

Pictures of the 1830s part of the house: At right is an exposed
view of framing that shows unnecessary notches, peg con-
struction and (lower left) a beam that still has bark on it after
over 180 years. At left is a typical view of the kitchen ceiling
with notches from previous construction. (Tim Hoffman)

for a time. People living nearby were supposed to have sal-
vaged timbers from the the fort and used them for construc-
tion so that story fits with the Burroughs house being built
using some of the timbers.

The physical evidence at the Burroughs house that sup-
ports this oral tradition can be found in the older part of the
house. Although it was probably built 20 years after the sale
of the fort, it includes one very
arge hand hewn beam supporting
he house and exposed to view. In
. addition, the rafters in the ceiling
) are all obviously previously used
lumber because there are notches
and holes for pegs in places
where they are not needed. This
| section of the house is also
= pegged construction which can be
= Scen in the picture at left.

Where was all this wood for

4 20 years? Could it have come
from the building that was used as
a school? Did someone store it for
later use? These are the kinds of
historical questions that will
probably never be answered
unless a diary written by either
Zadock Newman or Joseph
Burroughs is discovered.

However, although there is no written confirmation,
physical evidence makes it likely the older part of the house
was built from lumber taken from Fort Russell, if for no other
reason than there were few structures at the time to be torn
down and repurposed.

—-—



THE BURROUGHS FAMILY ARRIVES

Joseph Billingsly Burroughs (1800-1860) arrived from
Charles County, Maryland via covered wagon in 1837 with
his wife, Rebecca, and three children, Caleb, Ellen and
Esther. The youngest, Esther, was just a baby, having been
born in March 1836. In stories passed down to her grand-
son, Edward Burroughs, she said the house was built by her
father and she lived there almost her entire life.

In a program prepared for the Madison County Historical o

Society in 1945, Edwardsville resident Sally Burroughs
wrote about the stories Esther Burroughs told her grandson
who was Sally’s great uncle. Esther told him the Native
Americans in the 1840s were friendly and came to the
house often to trade beads, arrowheads and trinkets for ba-
con or ham. The only time her father refused was when his
supplies were low. One incident stood out from the rest.

According to family lore, when Esther was four or five
years old, she was playing in the yard near the house when
two Native American men appeared, picked her up and car-
ried her to the nearby camp. Her father had turned them
away earlier that day when they came for meat. After taking
her to the village, they returned to the house where they told
her father what they had done, and said if he wanted her
back, he must give them a side of bacon or ham. He could
only find one small ham, but the men seemed to believe him
when he said that was all there was. They left with the ham,
and soon brought young Esther back home. After that, the
Burroughs family always made sure there was meat
available for trading. Esther was held hostage for only a few
hours.

Esther’s siblings both moved to Decatur, lllinois, and
then to Kansas. However, by then, there were more mem-
bers of the Burrough’s family already on the way to Madison
County. Her uncle, John Amory Burroughs, had four sons
who all came to Madison County: John Claxton, William
McKenny, Benjamin Rudolph and Daniel Smith Burroughs.
Daniel later moved on to Missouri, but the others stayed and
married into prominent Madison County families.

In 1859, Esther Burroughs married her first cousin, John
Claxton Burroughs. Five years later, John and Esther pur-
chased a parcel of land that included the Burroughs house
from the heirs of Joseph Burroughs. In the 1860 census,
they were sharing the house with Esther’s parents. The

1860s is when the sec-
ond house was built,
right next to the older
house with two rooms
so close that there was
a pass-through from
\ the kitchen in the old
.| | house into the dining
1 | room of the new
| house. But there was
no way to walk from
'} one to the other with-
out going outside.

5 The old house con-
e sisted of a simple two-
f story, rectangular
shaped building with
just two rooms, one
over another, made

e T T
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Portrait of John Claxton Burroughs from
1873 lllustrated Atlas of Madison County.
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This map shows the portion of Fort Russell Township that includes the
former Newman and Burroughs properties. The road running north in
the center (through the “27” in Section 27), is Springfield Road. The
small black square just south of the 2 in 27, near the section line for
Section 34 is the Burroughs house. When this plat was made in 1861,
it was still owned by the “Heirs of Joseph Burroughs” and the NW
quarter of Section 34 was owned by John C. Burroughs. In the early
1800s, Joseph Newman owned parts of Sections 26, 27, 33 and 34.
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with very simple peg constructions. Some of the exposed
construction detail shows some beams with bark still at-
tached.

The 1860s house has more architectural detail including
a beautiful curved walnut stair rail. It is also much larger
than the old house. It was not designed with a kitchen be-
cause the old house was used for that purpose.

According to census records, the household included a
“domestic” and one or more farm hands. Esther’s father,
Joseph, died in 1860 and her mother, Rebecca, continued
to live with the family until her death in 1876. Although
Esther’s siblings inherited their shares of the farm, John and
Esther eventually bought them out and acquired all of the
acreage, and more, that had previously belonged to Joseph
and Rebecca Burroughs.

John Claxton Burroughs was born in 1838, the son of a
Charles County, Maryland farmer. He was educated in the
East where he began studies to be an attorney before
taking a trip through the South and the West (what we now
consider the Midwest) which included a visit to Madison
County. In 1857, against his parents wishes, he left
Maryland to establish a home in Madison County.

He taught school during his early years in Madison
County, continuing to study law under Andrew Metcalf in
Edwardsville. Because of those studies he was often re-
ferred to as the Honorable J. C. Burroughs, although there
is no evidence that he spent much, if any, time practicing
law.

After his marriage to Esther in 1859, he turned to farm-
ing where he excelled. Numerous publications referred to
him as one of the most successful farmers of his time.

He was a leader of the Madison County Agricultural and
Mechanical Society, serving numerous terms as president.
His livestock and horses were often listed among the award-

winning animals in the county. In 1863, he continued page 6



Where, Oh Where, is

Fort Russell?
That’'s something
that has been echoed for
many years. Fort Russell
was erected in the fall of

1812. The fort was the
headquarters for military
supplies and ammunition
in lllinois during the War
of 1812, but troops were
stationed there for only a
short time. It was primar-
ily a munitions depot
where troops came for
supplies.

The fort was guard-
ed by five Louis XIV can-
nons, brought up from
Fort Chartres. One of the
canons, after repeated
firings celebrating the
1815 victory of General
Jackson in New Orleans,
exploded, injuring sever-
al men. The remaining
four cannons, like Fort
Russell, disappeared.

For nearly a century,
people have been trying
to locate the exact loca-
tion of Fort Russell. In
the 1930s the state sent
archeologists to locate
the site so it could be de-
veloped as a state park,
but they were not suc-
cessful. Others have
tried, at least once every
decade or so, up to the
present.

The location has
been described as
roughly one and a half
miles NW of
Edwardsville. Most de-
scriptions also reference
Section 34. but a section
is 640 acres. Numerous
sources also state that it
was on land that “is now
the Burroughs farm.”

Bullets, cannon
balls, and other materi-
als that might typically
be used at a fort have
been found, but not the
fort itself. In recent
years, findings indicate
that the fort may have
been in the area of
Fairfield Road but it is
still unproved.

THE BURROUGHS FAMILY

founded the Madison County Horse Thief
Detective Society, an organized group of over
300 farmers that chased down horse thieves
who were especially active during the Civil
War when horses had a lucrative market in
Missouri. The organization remained active in-
to the 1930s. He belonged to numerous other
organizations representing farmers at the
local, state, and regional levels.

John was active and influential in politics
as can be seen from the following article pub-
lished in the Alton Telegraph on Nov. 1, 1872:
“The Hon. John C. Burroughs, of Edwardsville,
one of the most intelligent and influential
Democrats in the county, and formerly the
chairman of the Democratic Central committee
of Madison County, who looks more to princi-
ple than party success, in an address to the
people last Wednesday, gave his reasons why
he should vote for Grant, and why he would
not vote for Greenley. This is a terrible blow to
the friends of the sinking cause in this county,
and will tend still more to depress the spirits of
the few Democrats in this county who still con-
tinue to labor to prevent the downward pro-
gress of the Greeley party.”

It should be mentioned here that John may ».;,, :

have been swayed by the fact that Grant’s
wife, Julia Dent Grant, was reportedly a rela-
tive. John’s mother’'s maiden name was also
“Dent.”

John and Esther had six children. The four
who survived to adulthood were Dent Edward,
Edward Winter, Mary Elizabeth (known as
Nellie) and Daniel Clarence Burroughs. All
seemed to be going well for the young family
until January 1876, when, after a brief illness,
John died at the age of 37. The St. Louis
Globe Democrat called him “one of the wealth-
iest and most prominent farmers in Madison
County, and in scientific knowledge of his call-
ing had few superiors.” Esther and her mother

were left to run the household that included
four children, aged 2-15. At the end of the
year, Esther’'s mother, Rebecca, also died.

Esther did what many widows with children
did in those days. She remarried. In January
1879, she married George Edward Jacobia,
but, unfortunately, he was a con man who had
only the year before been released from a
New York prison. A son, George, Jr. was born
during the marriage, but with George Sr. in
trouble with the law, Esther divorced him in
1883. She returned to her former name and in
many records her son, George Jacobia, is also
referred to as George Burroughs.

Dent E. Burroughs and George Dent Burroughs as
pictures in the 1912 Centennial History of Madison
County.

At about the time of the divorce, Esther di-
vided the farm among her four children by
John Burroughs, reserving a life estate for her-
self. The house was in the part of the estate
that became the property of her eldest son,
Dent Edward Burroughs. Dent farmed for only
a few years before starting a business in
Edwardsville that became very successful.
Burroughs and Whiteside was a popular
pharmacy business located on the north
side of the courthouse for decades.
Although he owned the farm, he didn’t live
there nor participate in day-to-day
operations after opening his store. Esther
lived in the house until her death in 1901.

Sometime in the mid-1920s, the farm was
sold to George Dent Burroughs, a cousin
of Dent Edward Burroughs. Their fathers
were brothers. George was a prominent
attorney who lived on St. Louis Street in
Edwardsville. The farm was an investment
for George. He was not a farmer and never
worked the land himself. MCHS has a
journal where he detailed expenses at the
Burroughs farm. The house during those
years was either occupied by tenant

Buttons, buckles, bullets and spoons are among the many farmers or became a summer house for

artifacts uncovered on the farm. (Reinhardt)
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George and his wife.



THE BLACKMORE/HOFFMAN FAMILIES

In 1945, Joseph Blackmore and his
wife, Dorothy Schwarz Blackmore bought
the farm which included the house, from
Dorothy’s Uncle George. The family always
called him “uncle,” but George Burroughs,
although a relative by marriage, was not
their uncle. George’s mother-in-law was a
Willoughby, and Dorothy’s grandmother
was her sister making them (Dorothy and
George’s wife, Nona) first cousins once ,
removed. George Burroughs lived to be 103 |
and was at the time of his death the longest
practicing attorney in the State of lllinois.

When the Blackmores purchased the
house, it was, not to be too harsh, a disas-
ter. It was the 1940s, yet the house still had |
no indoor plumbing or electricity, and there
had been, so far as anyone can remember,
no work to modernize the house since it
was built.

It took nearly two years to modernize the
house and make it a suitable home for his fam-
ily with Joe doing most of the work himself.
During that time, they lived with his mother-in-
law, Edna Schwarz, at 412 N. Fillmore St. in
Edwardsville. It was a favor they would return
when she grew older and made her home with
them out on the farm.

Joe was an amateur arborist and tried to
plant one of every tree that would grow in this
climate. His children and grandchildren had no
problem finding a variety of leaves for school
assignments. Nor was there a
shortage of places for them to
play. At one time the grounds
had two large barns, an
icehouse, a shed, and a milk
house, all built using peg con-
struction.

The most challenging
improvement was connecting
the two houses to make them
one building. Joe turned the
space between the houses
into halls, bathrooms and a
foyer so residents could go
from the old to the new without
going outside. He also
expanded the basement so it
was under the entire house,
installed central heating and
added electricity for the first
time.

In the late 1960s, the
Blackmores’ youngest daugh-
ter, Nancy, and her husband
Alan Bruce Hoffman moved
back to Edwardsville. A ten-

The Joseph and Dorothy Blackmore family at about the
time they moved into the Burroughs house (Nancy
Hoffman)

The stair rail in the Burroughs House
restored by Bruce Hoffman.

ant house on the property, made from a re-
modeled corncrib, became their home until
1972 when the Blackmores gave the house
and surrounding acreage to the Hoffmans. The
Blackmores had just completed a new house
on the property, not far from their old home.

Nancy and Bruce were the perfect caretak-
ers for the old house because Bruce is a tal-
ented carpenter and woodworker. He added
insulation, rewired the house for modern
needs, refinished woodwork and made many
beautiful custom furnishings for the house.
Neither Bruce nor his father-in
-law were carpenters by trade,
but they learned as they went.

. With the help of his sons,
oe Blackmore farmed the

|| land. His daughter Nancy, re-
members they had a team of
work horses when she was
very young, followed by trac-
ors. Corn, wheat, and oats
were planted by the family,
but harvesting was hired out
¥ to farmers who owned com-
“ bines. The Hoffmans have al-
| ways hired other farmers to

i work the land.

Although this old house
has its secrets, it has been a
grand home for the Blackmore
and Hoffman families for three
-quarters of a century, and to
their Burroughs relatives for
more than a century before
them. The unsolved mysteries
of Fort Russell could be
solved, if only the walls could
talk.

MCHS Memberships run on the calendar year. - Gift Certificates available.
Join MCHS, go to: https.//madcohistory.org/membership/ For information, call 618-656-1294.
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Museum Exhibit

Preview

“Madison County at
the Migratory
Crossroads” is the name
of one of the exhibits be-
ing planned for the
Madison County
Historical Museum. The
exhibit will be made in
conjunction with SIUE
where student interns
will assist staff in col-

| lecting data to show mi-

gration patterns of vari-
ous ethnic groups to and
rom Madison County.

From Native
Americans to French,
English and German col-
onists to the waves of
immigrants in the early
20th century, the move-
ment of peoples through
Madison County has de-
fined us.

With this expansive
view of migration in
mind, the planned inter-
active map for MCHS
will invite visitors to see
themselves and their
families’ history. The
map will show the move-
ment of people over time
through the county, illus-
trating migration pat-
terns as well as the are-
as where people settled
and how communities
were developed. A digi-
tal archive of collected
materials will also be
created to provide a re-
source for historians, ge-
nealogists and residents
to explore, so that this
project is multi-
functional. The creation
of the exhibit will be an
educational endeavor in
itself, with student in-
terns divided into teams
that will either conduct
oral interviews or do ar-
chival research.

The Society’s grant
writing team is working
to find funding for the
exhibit which is ex-
pected to cost approxi-
mately $75,000.
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WINDOW PROGRESS!

Last week, Old House Restoration, the company restoring win-
dows at the Weir House, reinstalled two completed windows at the
front of the building and
took out the large triple
window above the back
porch. The restored
windows are easily
identified because they
have black framing.

The cost to sponsor ——
restoration of a window
is $2,500. The Society is
very grateful to those
who have already
sponsored windows!

Bryan Jack

MAJOR DONORS

The Society is grateful for all donations that
help with the work of preserving Madison County
history. Of note in December were a $5,000 dona-
tion from Charlotte E. Johnson, Alton, for the library
and a donation of $3,000 from Stephen Mudge,
Edwardsville, to purchase additional computers.

The County gifted most of the equipment al-
ready at the Archival Library when they ceased
operations, but not all, so some needed to be
replaced. Thank you, Charlotte and Steve!

The Madison County Historical Society has no
public funding and is reliant on the generosity of
donors and members to do the work of preserving
Madison County’s history and artifacts. Thank you
for your support!

COMING EVENTS
WATCH FOR DETAILS!

Online Speaker Program (late February)

Sundown Towns of Madison County
with presenter: Bryan Jack
(Note: Depending on pandemic conditions, this program
may also be offered in person. Updated information will
be posted on our website, on Facebook and in local
newspapers.)
Kick-off: Route 66 Driving Tour App
Cemetery Preservation Workshop
plus

A summer Dining in History event!

Sundown Towns of Madison County

Join the conversation and learn more at the
MCHS Facebook Page: Madison County Historical Society




