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Madison County Historical Society

MCHS News

Historical Museum
715 N Main Street
Edwardsville, IL 62025
Hours:

The museum is
currently closed for
renovation.

Archival Library
801 N Main Street
Telephone Hours:
Wed-Fri 9 am- 4 pm
Sunday 1 pm- 4 pm

(Reservations
recommended)

Phone:
6186567569

Web Address:
madcohistory.org

E-mail:
info@madcohistory.org

About Us:

The MCHS museum
complex, consisting of
a modern archival
library, a museum in
the 1836 Weir House
and the Helms
Collection Center, is
owned by the
nonprofit Madison
County Historical
Society and operated
jointly with Madison
County.

The Madison County
Historical Society is a
501(c)(3) charitable
organization.
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Sears Kit Houses

by Guest Author Jui

Maybe&@goheard of Sear
have, bu@ét gmarten sur e dnwh
del ighted t oléteelh esmaur @n
Sears kit houses, and L
number of yeai®sna(Seest
page seven.) | work wit
that maintaind®aaenafi &k«
houses in thé& W $.08 bWhi
somet hing that wastgag&esc
really an interesting ¢ 1
hi story of modern housi At
we&vye found just overé as’. _ __ ___. DR
wd e stildl |l ooking. 1914 Sear Modern Homes cz

Sears houses were kiws$tholach by dseatsrough a
Roebuck & Company fromprln@®@O0@redngikasdtoelrl. amdebr i
kits consisted of houseepsams snhaneaedySdbang k
needed to construct thmathe®uasfe.s dlhied kb it islcdcyoeurd Idt
be demed through the Sebarrisc kMowaesr na rHoompetsi on f or
catags and buyers Woulplaeediue@mihewmmmsbn
car loads of supplies shgggiendnitnog tihee iirg 1nee a reesyl
train depot The _buyertGvatshéel§|plonl§cdjuﬁéleferaomflhnéby
l oading the supplies agdqghaul hngi ébeem b Kt h ®t
all ofinbe Examrior, atnidméo@éhsﬂ@mishl@,p'I'&t§or-i0L
first, so that the homeQyngér EONLEJEQRNSNE UEK pé
shelter to store the -sybseaqyend sdyRPMedsgs Phel
terior supplies. like flooringijth a |letter/nu
wall boards, -d NOTE—We gui debook was pr
work ike base g the whole thi-ng
crown moul ding RGN dl ed by a man of
surounds, stair {aiFgEy (Ha! 1 doubt + ha
trim, doorhand  poaweioven mally the case),
l'ighting fi-olta l ess time than t
windows, batht met hod of constr
cabinets, scre .gan Seawsadverti
screws, nuts, campaign: buying
all part of wh Sears would save
chased. And, ¢t monédyou could ha
ing, plumbing, your saw, and be
supplie wer e move in faster t
(with a small d% who was buil
from which to the-falshi oned way
were also all I'n fact in th
woul d be recei . .
Sear s The onl Ca;rﬁ, Ilg|n0|sh
S ear s d | d n o t See how the stair treads, risers, stringers, ga ¢ hn g d %a r E i
masonrycpsotut b EledpEies o el ears an cebuc
did connect th you nOt'C)o,’H,nued [
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RECENTNEWS

MerryChristmastoUs' that wil|l be | ater cbaeddiwvgtiSitireewette dP otua 8l
The MCHS Board Wa{[s' Oensspe'[chiraolulg)}jOUt Mﬁg:?ﬂmggﬁg?trey'é‘aélalsc
pleased two recelVeGuestAUthorgJadlmehabotrﬁouthern Tl nei o U
L!O”Z JutSth bteLoredChl\r/ld:ﬁémas'3 %Pé‘ﬁef&lo ftSti.hel huissat y of
I ne Wi 0 er 90af Lt ANENRLBHE WRE ﬁat@@ Keptext en-
date, will guaranteeg bhghoWPElgeNotNSears homes in thi g
museum can continuggudi gf fKyPHEHs NewShARA T pp OV de
this winter of French |l anguage?> H@pgﬁl(}ﬁr{egfg' 'g”
There is stildl mchrrosfﬁe(m;nbetham)@tsq»uaﬁl Iuhérngr Fdarkc 9 €
. . 1 wWWw S ho
gifts are greatly apgpptési andd]| ove of NOoHK &
Asadorian Leaves Board , 09 Lo locate and doDopementsSkansterred !
. BOt "Hany years MC
The MCHS Board is %q‘ite(raflﬂl troi t paots steesrs i oot It enre éia/vi/I
Nor ma Asadorian for e de%?%a@e ) N ahas %t A
service to the Boaga.tf @j ég%gr oluis‘8rln'crd m“asea f' ¢ $'d
2015 to 2020. Nor mgY{ a P%F i tP n'WH!{?'g* ?4n4?dhralolsl'erl If'“‘ \
brought expert orggﬁﬁ%r};\qq CEYRREYSE hss &g O € . stmantoll s
extensive knowl edg rgf‘pmg ii&ﬁegéﬁ ¢Comphoymai nhatnshbae l
; f 85 bé&r 8tebtoa sdess momr e
ty history to the g fgjpg. RLA a)§8u°
Nor ma, for your h a Cwor ) years ago.
. The task is a | aboOnobDekcembgercadammbi hh
SIUE Projects ing history, reseanely, tboubesStand Aes
Wor k continues on htewd cMGHS npdr dsoratn eidonwbenanhhesupcords
jects with work coohedi odat eadoefhytanbel dibattrd glua wigd slooens, Dir e
students. The firstiesad Bboehe-méGebr B¥maei Archive. They
Tour application bébongeldevelspadclhy aad ebrt brge choarvdes of t he
intern and the secberdni si daedl asnsaptrodojpgbets hah nesienochenas
attaching QRC codesibaahi@UOti/ctaOW@theanddwebsuibgoen,tlbgggt
2021 New AND RENEWING MEMBERS
(2021 Membership Year)
NovemberDecembeE Thank you for supporting MCHS!
$250+ Benefact®&b0 Family $35 I ndividual Eli zabeth Lengye
Gordon & Holly ABt@omArea Landmamlks AAdemsonJudith Leo
Joann Condell ome ffany Brooks Wesl ey Lohr
$100 Patron/ CorCmomat ®appert &anet C. ClarkAngel i ca Mteialugh
Craig Becker Mary McMahon Toni Crane Gl enda Moss
Robert Buehl er Christopher & Rymal &nlged mam Ruth Murray
Donald Carnl ey Ken & Jean HughRRedvert Gusewel IMé chael Picchi ol
Susan Coffey Larry & Betty ®Droapfdal be Virginia Schluet
William & AnnaDHdaime Joens & Mhma |l Mdartti Heer ®rni se Senal ik
Mary Ruth Kett dmolhack& Maxi ne MahrysdHmeer en Lisa Shashek
Tom & Moira LaFEKhwek & Bonni e HdgmmanLi brary St. Clair County
Stephanie Malenela Rosenthal Vicki Hel | mann Soci ety
Jo Ann Nabe Stephen Sands &deamadaklolbenrs Billie Mae Wil so
Mary Gayl e NeviPmgér & Marci a Rhuethl dpachi mst hal er
Joan & &abre O John & Marion Eperhleirndacer
Mi ke & Marian Smithson Rosal ynn Kessl er
Matthew Swinford
2020 DDNORSFFOR MUSEUMRENOVATION
NovemberDecembeE Thank you for your generosity!
Nel son Lee Beneze Wesley G. Lohr Deni se Senal ik
Donna & KD Bisset Steve Mudge Beverly Stutz
LeRoy Fink Trust Mary Pizzini Kevin & Donna Wendel
Stephen & Julia Hamshesn & Rebecca Reghearryon Whittaker
Dall as Harrell Il Mi ke Ritchie Carol & Harry Windlan
Davi d & Rita JenkMirkse and Cindy Reinhardt
Rosal ynn Kessl er Al l en & Margie Schmidt


http://www.searshouseseeker.com/

THE DEVELOPMENTOF SEARS KIT HOUSESconmrompace1)

one constructed with 281 1 HKHomes obhtabopgebhbeshbwbori ghsi
the Sea&rmug krig), and one r-eqlueme fmigt $ 0dh thtoluie iss .opr € ar
penter labor (built the standadgd Wway)woRdhOt ofhyerged @akpad
f[hroughoujt j[he stages of conpﬁtng_ql,ogeaagd_bggghg gsgqigt
i n adverticsutngmethheo dr(es ee sag’rhpilreo’l fal nWeh te haattit (e s r - framing |
The advertisement wused fourffrglml(pﬁggﬁhof[h@lyea\vlg@elhgd a
, i ___Louisiana). Cairo wa:¢
= =~ =syears, a major hub of
/ strucltn oln912, they al
the Norwood Sash & D¢
INor wood, Ohio, just ¢
Cincinnati, and wused
construction of thei-H
and trim pieces.
245 1-6 HOURS carpenter labor has Houses Difficult to Distinguish
| SR o bl W Lol B bickins There are two truth
about Sears kit housce
1) They are actual
aking up only about
homes constructed dui
and,
2) The houses b-uil
di stinguishable from
1 It he standard process
33 fm 2 ' A ? : tion company.
4%‘}?&&*&3}?{" 4%"3‘::3-.& ik il il fatin So, if you come upo
. ; - UL T S hood full of wonderf
: of Crabtygymanhodspisamp:c
the conclusion that
es. Some pveeo pnloet,i -cweed ,
4f use the name of the
Craft,smaint h the archi
by that name and thi.
style house is a Sear
: For example, un-l ess
vel oped a really 4gooc
5 S ing thehsmdredl| model s
LS — , by Seais ,neweu know w
The above advertisement demonstrates how mB@&h & aRl &8Cky Wibihs §okdt
structed by comparing construction dfi ttthiee®d hcari rd 92108 i 8di s3 0 & o Heos
Rodeédseasi gn. As can be -cswete nki tt hceo uSleda rbse, apsrfsee b eFe amr snea Al Y hafi f t h
the time. Below are samples of stamped | umper dpsgd oafftﬁft19h1(§mb%,rr
er: (Chabot) iSears, and the other
were not offering any
lMPOR’,rANTwere hoping to meet t
We do not handle hemlock, spruce orinferiort s ; 1 e s o0f the same fol
we furnish for our “Honor Bilt"” Modern Hom; . o »" \ he | Umber compa
dry yellow pine, the strongest lumber for framin f h . S P
—— the wood that lasts fc© the companies, ea
yellow pine, as specified©f many sizes and sty

interic . Homebuilders Had Many Options

YOU

selling !'n the 1910s, 1920s
materAmerican families wer
HAViouter neighborhoods o
Pluar eas just outside of
whensgr owt h to suburban an
matery .

viewuwas made possible tha
er“h;:of automobiles, subur
fiwthe expansion of fact
FECTIsi de of <cities As th




THE DEVELOPMENTOF SEARS KIT HOUSESconrompace4)

housing grew, construction of Seaerghkbdbthpodadoki medésbm t
homes was needed. The maj or iotfyf eafi ntghitshemeg e dvewas nmdt rkeys po
devel opers, who bought wup -l &rod,sitnlge Ac hdaesvsedlddrpeerd cnae ibguhtb, o rt h
hoods with paved roads, sewesromewad £-athdmaedabl ec b pftacno n Ti heesy.
gani zed construction companile Otsh atn do f1f983r@esdc rieamatkel sestdsb dianf b a
modets@&| aborate house pl ans fhooo ddsme rorc aonf fhedrimbuerbiug/uaes 5d eosfif genr
to work witfpl(athh ddotoeokveer ook ¢ haft prlean®mat ablriessdegd need for
only, not the plans and suppliggallyBdb®dt hy preMataSar e
ot her kit cpolmpeadn)i.esThsiusp was ddej p@rédveémydhieng "@or an enti
of kit houses. were an intriguing option for

Kit houses, themselves, wea emamntwhd ek meow nmh o wotsa lpweiolpd ,e
did not build through Kkits. Mameg rmajycerrist Wi aof bpeadpml € hteo thgptu
in a neighborhood, or in a- rherdgl faroem ,f rd rech dtsheomr wentatt o e
cal | umber yard or constructuirdmnddmparcy,ntlracked twirtdiug@h c
their booklets of house pl arbau,i land gt.hdm Ifefctt ,t o rrt ggsatg et d
construction company. The c anotsrta atlovrayesr d enrcd di detda racha radno u n
l ength T umber through the | wmoksdrs .y arhckes ,a dndeeads wroesd, odutl,a ba
constructed the house. That pwasdutche standard way our
American towns were built

WHERE TO FIND SEARSHOUSES

So, where have we found Setairnsg htohues elsa nadrsocuanpde ,t hheer e and
countr w? aTlgmtod ihbaeatusen dwe hheesmall suburban town of EI
found them ever yfwhendbecAnusdeoluhsaye of Chicago, has over
are no records from Sears, tseelalrichgrwhRe blecwcghtl .t Halint elrq u sw
or where they were built Olhraursdtiiven sle ad atha md s ¢ hies Sa& alriss
homes that we, and a few otlperd erdesaearctearc,h hapeorftoyrsaee
through various research metoiodd$.e ISteairs motusa sl.i Stheofal alol
exi stinuotteBenrs houses, &stthempainsesoiau&hgl a&-
source. El sewhere in Illinois, Carl|

Of the 13,000 that tweerhe veeh & soautnhde tnoe xdtatleaar gest concentr
most none in the western U. 348,Fonl eeaglsm@axt ea. t Teesembber s |
dwi ndle drastically west of cthlhas eMiofs il9i hwiuskRi kent.s Mas tl9
sout hern states hawe loint gr alThygeryd ey e( wed | constructed, on
found one in the state of Mibdoicksi pgi )strleretsomd egtea tSd sa,n dy
wd&ve found a good number, thRkgousirreg cfomrc etnh @ iant ee@mp Ino Yyoaes .
or two communities, and not Cfacdn&h vadames | houwms @ hiem sa ser i e

I'n Missouri, for exampl e, MaleYr eT o raint ot el Sper & nPagrgye rSee.Vv en
searcher, my searching throdd® MOUSESgPUFrEehRSE®Id WEd epn dud
ted us close to 100 in the W&t Wedredtudd tst n Magdi $ogn Fog,
Louis County area, There aregomnla tovao o, <* ~hor!'l oo _~Toul
ty, and none at al | i n most ' ‘,},;

Howe vtehre,r e are certain area s
where they are much more ple Rt g
only a small percentage of h v | o
|l ots of Sears houses in Penn r-
sey, Il ndi ana, Mi chi gan, nort e | f
West Virginia. I n Washington 'tﬂbs
in Maryland, we have found, B gl C e
in the U.S., large numbers o ' wll Semyhegew ==y g |
only accounting for a smal/l g%grca%abn%t\éaa%ug$f T8 MANSEIS Wi, B ek Mo
buiThg. t wo states with the | est bPelly == S
houses found, to date, are O@i?g?t(@?igg\é\/;),rﬂ-" "[1521
(23030atn)d that is probably duepbdiatt he 1osea et L,_J_;—l
Sears owned Norwood Sash & Dovothcfompamnagom |---_f e
nati, and Sears corporate heé"’&‘@ufalrrtsér%eaitr N

) calalmgraeady c dpim = G |

Because Sears was based i n fGhdreéa.gfanddam =

urbs outside of the city of OBIehagedhwdivteh ~ ' do
ments of-$p0st
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http://www.historic-leclaire.org/leclaires-history/

MADISONCOUNTY SEARS HOUSE S contrrompaceS)

in 1912. 1t was a popular choice for the Standard Oil
Company that bought quite a few of the Whitehall kit, fo
their neighborhoods in both Carlinville and Wood River
They built 20 in Carlinville, and four in Wood River
The Sears Whitehall above, at 1014 Troy Road was in the Village
claire when built in 1913. Leclaire annexed to Edwardsville in 19
house was built for Reuben Glass, an Edwardsville native who work
the N o Nel son Company in Leclaire
LEARNING MORE ABOUT SEARSHOUSES
| el piqued your interest, ndudetedt &Cthdbagbrps hHtowes.e Weeek er
recommend Hhesbso_thtMa/ielnson/hjamdl()/,WWW.searshouseseeker.c
e published by the Aagij onglpyrr osstehmary Thornto
for Historic Pregpryphion,sy omes.orqgl- nd
tells the backgpnglyBfgRdan- I‘Ei-lls-ﬂlléjl-II‘YOlinOiS/
of Sears houses —ana p V €35 4a i
catalog i mage of Rll9doks(S&arey yHoupe /P wwjwe ¢ d:a i
mod e | of fered bgl_gleégls{collectlon/newgalIb r
Il f you prefer t&agkinyshtea nedeagridn tAdpdsi:t/i/osnecar s
scatl ogs, there alrned em..nfbD/QZS}aedii/dDr%Va%@Jdﬂoeednd| n
Savalillea online thGaulgipstpghéasdti on/
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