Madison County Historical Society

MCHS News

hLISYy Ay 3

522NBR (2 al RA &2y & Ao

715 N Main Street
Edwardsville, IL
62025

Hours:

Wed-Fri 9 am-4 pm
Sunday 1 pm-4 pm
Group Tours Available

Free Admission

Museum Phone:
6186567562

Library Phone:
6186567569

Web Address:
madcohistory.org

E-mail:
info@madcohistory.org

About Us:

The MCHS museum
complex, consisting of
a modern archival
library, a museum in
the 1836 Weir House
and the Helms
Collection Center, is
owned by the
nonprofit Madison
County Historical
Society and operated
jointly with Madison
County.

The Madison County
Historical Society is a
501(c)(3) charitable
organization.
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MUSEUMDIRECTORTO RETIRE
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Achi evement

Holiday Book Fair Celebrates Madison County History
Sunday, December £ 1 p.m.- 4 p.m.
Madison County Archival Library
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http://mchsnews.org/

MCHS NEws

$17,812 [ODNATIONRECEIVED RENOVATIONUPDATE
MCHS is pleased to announce Asei 3 etcepipaalofofanthe renova
anonymous donation of $17, 81kRuis5lodi n\g ,t ht heh ewa rekn obvenitri o nd o n e
work currently in progress, ttheniWeai rc oHid Ws ex oun dbev ebreedgd ea .n u
Also received |l ast month wa&€dit prgegnadi;tgur €sf) gbu tsotoh &y, ha
the Archival Library from ChV&qu%sUQ\/R:tK'lr’[trlck i n
appreciation for Fhe excel |l entMcsHesr Wirce6 i adreth t a sGsair syt @Drenmeu e h
provided by the library stafdrants to help pay for the re
The Society is very gratefuemfon thesewmugeun®mrand ghet oc
these are accepted. Think of
house will | ook without any v
HOL|DAYBOOKFA|R~DEC4 on the exterior of the histor
Area residents are invite” =" ommt—e—1_1-1Ft - D= - =
House and Book Fair n-4S pn d=————> =

0
at the Madi son County Ar ch i =mmm—
[ ;

Street in Edwardsvi e

Aut hors of nonfiction boo

Madi son County history wil!/|l Lnd
answer questions about Madi

Al so available will be gi hi
in the Madi son County Hist i
reeive six newsletters d-uri_

depth stories about Madi so ft
memer ships or books featur

perfect way to give the gi

MCHS MEMBERSHIPS
| TG TIME TO RENEW! oy -
Al'l memberships in the Madi-ss R
ciety run on the caDendarl,yTs ryboom JFF 1
: : . i ssues t to .be d It
wi || Ire;:;uve_renew;al |anor[)r]av\f erhu'arfet gsl’?%ngslaentdtqrheggbw
as a € er 1 n earty ecemv\eere supported by a header so a
Our members are very | oyaandaéngl anceeadr Ibyacékvenyome header .
news each year, which is a moevrey iqqgdodt bhhi mgit Bphtasfeorofs cme:
ultiple reminders need to fbseurspgritseswhi bt c owittsh talme od dc h
both time and money. somet hing!o (Gary Deni
We would |Iike to encour age eVl y.0.ne .10 renew their
MCHS membership sooner, rather than | ater. Si gn
icant advantage for the Soci tNEWnAcND;RENEW},N@MEMIER@ted.
HOW ELSE CANYOUHELP? SeptembeOctoberE Thank you for supporting MCHS!

The current renovations of the Weir House make me m-
bership dollars more impgrtant Indivdoal 3% r i n eamily 50 t o
Pl ease consider joining at a higher | evel or giving a gi
membership to friends and/ or f aRobdrtallonhi s C h Charkes McKitsrick

Addi tional member ship renewal _f or are avaygl. l.e on
our website and at the75r6(9h|vaITeq?(?q'H'We?g]?ry or cgtﬂyllhg\&:e§6
and we would be happy to mail a membership applicati on
or accept a phone order.

REMINDER !
The Madison County Historical Museum Remains Closed for Renovations
The Madison County Archival Library is open regular hours.



MUSEUM D|RECTORRET|RES (CONT FROMPAGE 1)

After only a short ti me onihtihgeh eBsota rlds, v @thn maf c Spymmpdf resskhime nt
the Museum Direct odre,nlhya dfootrallpreers i grasd®@d Li feti me Achievem
reasons. Knowi ng tSuamsanamd- Ipamlt éex He it or i c al Society (I SH
ence as a communications coMaudli samt CoAmnyg, ashedailfso serv
Suzanne would be interestedlmmlmdnm@ngeaeraﬂrqeams omt it h
repl acement could be found. alsoMamnmked Hh9Paul SHaammne el l
gan work in the fAtemporaryoamasiatwiaomWed a Preservation Aw

And the rest, as they ay,F’resSe iVeatd (0 ATWH e cs K2 08 e
highlights of her tenure as'dhsrtw QQ)%” WIEQ 2 iam nAM i Ga j ¢ ha
be management and maintenanceSwianhe facalmnatiiese SheMadi
says, fftQ@r eatsi,viby necessity,Chamlee$ mRiset akelm, aabgr&duat e
seat to preservation. o out of college as an engineer

Early in her tenure, archi%ddis Hens dMomk dE"rh'erEVtehlaytn tYaet €
1836 Weir House could not céﬁﬂi'ﬁ‘@ést@nlﬁi ara t\ﬁ@ %ﬁtomoﬁ’v
the books in the second flodfacinphngr mat% d 'ﬁ@lﬁ gt
MCHS Board, grants were Writwg:@ﬁ‘ gNE fnﬁﬁd§‘ §|a§ ESt @' BT
a separate facility for an dNENi W&I i €fradny L1@8Bch opened
2002. Part of Suzanneos chil dhooc

After the books were removPedd, N Sd Vol irde phierse effe fat her
needed to restore the fron{yﬁéfﬁ eTORE RELYENKWAGc K Onh Mg d.
fered damage from the weight gfftaﬁ‘élb(%dﬂ?éo&ﬁ&_e tlﬁ@r.EéitWIair
facts over the years. Sumam@&?ﬂaérpms dyW@aé dsyi iﬁ &b 9h S
a $200,000 grant to make thic@UNLYyafpor a suceessfobluicalie

. ~ turned to her homet own. She h

During Suzannebs tenur e, ti hpe R'\écd"l%,prToepleervtiysihoans and Film
grown from a single museunobui Ediamgthhd AscqBPlexnst Ratyaadk
includes a | ibrary, a CO"e%ﬁk%@$o%%”??bma@$s@o%°WhﬁQe?%i
that will one day allow for expansiopn of the Jibrarg.

Suzanneog educational nd pr

Over the years, Suzanne hapSecla€nfe€ itVr€ldmenUdeusO UsSsset s f or
awards for her dedication tepher gagb;andogoemypprint ¥nel W
the most prestigious are thegjpkhendg AwWgr hohi ¢® phe
Edwar d&6véehl €arbon Chamber of "Commer ce for the

MOREMCHS NMws

DR. JANET DUTHIE COLLINS 2016 ANNUAL MEETING

FORMER MCHS BOARD PRESIDENT AND DINING-IN-HISTORY

The Madi son County HistoricaMadgicgortGomdtyY dHiast el ¢al S
as the Museum and Archival LOWeaty @elafénwdvrdanddNaeembe
to |l earn of the death of Drerdlandpr Dughi Bechawi art ohorsel
tember 22, 2016. An SIUE Eng®ishopPtropesgdioam grnkhewhisstor
generous with her time and tan@éns$gmmer thesebmmunity.

MCHS was fortunate to work witgyrhienrg Wwhheen cSohcek tSa€irlVv emdo wars an
president of the2®0&ieTlyisfwpmed®O®®Md of early American 1
portant time in the growth ofTMCESES @566KkSds MPlle JRNRH & WidiF|
a key player, along with DiregtoanSedgama@olPsetri 6d @midc ke

Vi Pe esident Sharon Hel ms, i nsjodesaifnd|n deH@e dP Nbeyd fdFacdo tk @ ir % e d
ing funds to build a separate A!tl btrhaerybrflaecfllbutsyl naensds On?eteatll‘

tional properties for MCHS. Don Huber of Al ton was voted

The Madison County Histori¢alk BSac¢iyeDeniue,dcahefaele Ladd,
her service and to her familpafilrweagami ngn Mgsd®. as one of
t wo organizations where gifts e re directed in Iieu.aof _f

) was the fourth “ydanr fo
ers at her memori al service. .
Hi story event, and it has pr



CAPTAIN BENJAMIN GODFREY

A native of Chat ham, Ma s s aklhtusre,t tist, E£@mmpd arn N aftreosm tlheattt eh
Benjamin Godfrey was born in ela/n%4d ltaowvtedrnyo,wl bewrst amads Mmaaty an

Ryder Godfrey. Knowl es di ed loefasyienlgl oowW fsepvaecre tfhoer yleoavrej oy
Benjamin was born. Three yeaprosl iltatcearl, dheicsi smootnh e rb unta rrraitehd
a sea captain, Caleb EI dr edgbeus iMmte s tyisonuwegu ladg ei nBcelny daemi bna n
al so went to seai,ngevceanpttuaailnl ys pbeebcuodsra bwan, montagiand tran
ship. Upon its arrival in 1832,

Al t hough many of the finerj dienead |tsharreamld &fnoAint,onds
Godfrey was a fascinati ng- c hoafr aCcytreurs wehdow alridvse d( barno tahdevre no f

turous |ife thadodsmarethar kabEdawrawedlsl) . Joining other tran
born over 200 years ago. Godfreys became active in th
He served with the Naval and i nR3418G&o3dfrey col
Service during t Al tonds first relig
and navigated a stone church at the
foreignfpoetsebe and Market. He reta
service along th buil ding and all owe
United Stear eywear: other denominations
Godfrey rarely s services there. I n
and for good rea the building which
ship manifests i St. Paul 6s Episcopa
Afcargoo during -t 1845. St. Paul 6s st
ed slaves in add buil ding today.
bl e goods. Godfr |t i s unclear whe
condd dt hat |, nal l purchased the prope
evercoanpl i sh woul built the mansion f
towapadairéeng the purposeslyoexpamged
wrought by his p settling there. But
sin. o Hi s phila to Scarittdés Prairi
tion to his fait pl ans for a village
Al ton indicate t both named Monticel

been trying to m Thomas Jeffersonoés
I n 1817, while working out of school would be rec

the port at BaltiMEreabowargitaimdd ! of Captfaitnh8erfjiarme 8t Goidf r ey
Godfrey met and mfro'mI%dbol_?g[]quhe H|storwlo[fhltheV\Par|e|§p¥]terd|agt

Cooper. The coupl,@or\{ngldlsbi State of maln'CbH. Vol 1. by

homes in Maryl and, New Orleans According to an 18¢
and Mexico before arriving ibny Adotdofnr eiyn t108 3 2h ewiRehv .t hTehierr os
swriving children (at | east #Wwht ebdi aghtearsadai Fwdirteln tdhne dc hi |
before then). he began Ato reflect on the |

By this time Godfrey may haXvammlagl :n st he | mi mds aduaint er
ture. He was reported to hawe fssuprrviinde d fGordaf nrceiva | fli os sCedsn -
from hurricanes, shipwrecks,l epilriaZteeds tahned i¢naphob Rtgasmcesy @onf ey
years as he travelled the worhied aendau ciantvee sttheed ri nc hvid rdirceuwns.
commercial ventiuved.i Well Ihienseermi nwd reyh fraurn dggomen where gir
tovest in property and busi niefstsel ljenc tpuaarlt ndem ds.hd dmens itihe | 1 10
Winthrop Gilman, he constr ucSeemwi ntawrey fWorunh do fb eGoad fsrcehyo,0l o

Gi |l man and Companyt,eraprciosnemetrhc@ POl tednidce of a woman being
rent edowasree space. limgl&I7estsk@qfrifer her hopsehahd aast @
Elijah Lovejoy was in their OWarheohsoushed veh elre aa Prdbt Yc adnfied h

to destroy the press. Lovej d30dfwhedy wwdsS dpe foebnaddil yg anisso i n-
property, was murdered. By tthhee ttiinie Gohdef rsecyh 0g0rl r jovpeedn €jdn o



CAPTAIN BENAMIN GODFREY

s wi dower with eight chil
‘married. On a trip to 1
year, he married Rebecc
years his junior. The s
was proud of her Frenct
insisted that she be ac
Godfrey. 0 Returning to
had three children bety
with two that survived
interesting to note the
was apparently deter mir
children carry particul
that he had three sons
Godfrey, Jr., and two ¢
Marie Louise Godfrey. |
~ name was reused after e
passed away.

Godfrey opened th_e Monticell o Femal e Semi rEa/reynlathSESrB hThi ss & @ dgerr
fifc in 1888, A temporary buiiding was BPOJuLE Bt nGBY rarag " erbln
in use today, was completed two ye(aMGHS)aXérenSIver, making nurm
east coast on business

Godfrey f ami s in

'y had grown to MdOrftliudel ISd XS dmiu@dirt ye.r
addition to their two ol der brFOrtor}rPrt%-e 1830s until his de
I'n order to bring materialgofifepElytbenMi ageastorinReyger

to the building site, Godfregyddiudn tt o@ tphl ed NpiKe rrcoaandt icC|Oen Ngencdt
the two. Local residents woumhdgdd akter d g ifimad dt meomtdsd jorl t M
Monticello to view fAiGodfr-eyodesstfiothdtyed atheowersti ®,fodd ea orr
nal buil ding would be $53- 00fi,stadrli 0. iHe dPWwmRd ® d4 byo®@rad
cured by Captain Benjamin Godfrey. having already provi
The building was ¢ : . | children. I n 1937 a |
provide living qu-a | nlmoswsnced that the |
rooms and chapel f . UBenjamin Godfrey pro,
enrol Il ment, with | § originally inheeited
exceeded that numb: Catherine Godfrey Pe.
years. Godfrey hirjp sl d out of the fami/|
graduate of Yale T/ ' ¥ There were also inve:
Seminary, to lead [/ 'fi9hes in Galena, for.
t eaecrhs t hat were enp : W first bank (with oth
making Monticello most precarious |
school for women | > construction of a rai

The Monticello F 7 ton and Springfiel.
|l ater called Monti rey was both fin.
in 1971 andacmoé dca ractor , and came
to Lewis and Cl ark n |l osing his forH
the same year. The ts awarded him t|
Foundation, | ocate icswed so he could pay

dedicated to furth
wWo men .

ng construction.

mePtuarI.ri‘q (Dstab\fghel me’

. fre was instru
Harriet Godfrey |thve(e1:o¥gpre9g_%?i_dnha& Cmus¢mea35Mwntt|meGI|d man,
womenos seminary oplew, bR BSais, N S8ALEE) PMIOSLUBln g pe, e
a few months later. oBBRiiam' pr Wwapmeredpl as But ,



CAPTAIN BENJAMIN GODFREY (CONT FROMPAGE6)

Madi son County, when a post Mrfd.i ckulwias @acdfabey sBledadr tat ar |
Monticell o, it could not be guwttinonheThameuotfi adhewd D wwo n
because Il linois already hadsa@améowmdy £ ed dmp IPotsa| YOfdii fcfeer &i
for a number of years the GoiddretyhéemswayYs fvery waismil lozrat el
at Monticello. The townods naanet wasgl vtemde ulad U ye cwauwmlgae db ¢ o«
Godfrey long after Godfreydsf adradher TO@ Beajami meGhaps elye

Memorial Chapel, built in 18fdr omi $ther W,r otumel shodse¢ hwoul d
school he founded, was al so @Godf mayeMarn oiroGodfrey during
his |ifetime.

Capt. Godfrey died at his
Hi s second wife, Rebecca and
Benjamin, would continue to
1870 census, Benjamin, Jr. w he
household which also include
mot her , his sister Juliaeand bo
Tragically, between July and 0Ss
her entire family wyebrdtdhe d
daughter, her husband, and a er
her husband death. With Jul. | a

Benjamin and his family beca
the Godfrey farm

By 1880, the household con
Augusta, and their five youn
Benjami nds-yra@tlnhde rRe bfedc ca God. . C

were also four farm Iaborers':raonnéjEtf‘h‘OF"i‘)rstSeVriv|a|n‘3t§“"I‘“l‘i'\|/3z71@9]6913‘ﬂ
property. AfLocks and keys used on home

There is no surviving censﬂ%??%rti eNiSerl dn @8 € huglg glgo anyedy
other records show that the cfaamlsloyc c?)sﬁfg%ytcwl?'ha%gev%latoerref’
matically by 1890. August a Cdledy’in f§ % %.derb|§nsj ani r]exam

th home 0 al vin i I"ey, é—lte

two years | ater. Rebecca, th yegars 0 d, .was nmam
. ad;n en||1am|n Godfrey, o.un
guardian of their six young ahTIh (lan\iivoa/vekrebytheltlm
of their fatheBosWdeatRehgedlan4dh| id hlri)ﬁh arr]nn n(i)ncirees Fl)o?wce
January 1892, the children of Blecn Ja}(mign’ang %\ukg st 9
Godfrey were placed under guanrdtlhaI Cshniess'f h%meeyofwmghs S

. : R ) . nches 1N ﬁ)eﬂﬂtﬁo. ) )
Benjamindés half siblings untl th?y eached their major.i
oc and key are now par

On March 1, 1895, the elde§6||°e(ctt| ofh Godfrey Ch"(dMCeHrS')

TH E &)DFREY MANS | ON(CONTINUEEFROM PAGE 1)

The history of the hb&33% widdes hamak steor eln8 ¥l repl aces. I
Calvin Ril ayobuislttonae thwase dommihnist f,amidty iith woul d not b
an area northwest of Alton kwooWwd tbekhk as @&cahriwedsaBRdap
Riley, a native of New YorkGSdarey gudsatedshag wnterebes
for Il ong. He moved to Edwardsyj 'ié’siorwﬁ"aﬁh\ﬁéé éémeedtlhﬁ
back_to_AIton for a feyv yeat glgg’an? by smi gy gpggn@@
to Michigan where he died '@tigg by inclusion in the Na

Calvin and Eunice Riley s8udldhegbbosseveyt hPaoteggaphs
Captain Benjamin Godfrey ontbDee B58anl8@&@8xhskdrhrdosu,ghhOd.he Lib
Godfrey would raise the rooffhandmpddtancer oh whepghbmet hes
house, transforming Ril-epdmahombtechousee Bnbobeadlsof styl
twetory | imestone mansi on wimtoh epiilmparedanpodiycthesaaset wd t
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THE PATRICK WATERS FAMILY

Wat ers purchased tAle oGoddf rey Mansion and

ng farm for $14,-000 pwié\/la-rgh tlob&l§|9)51ab\$‘ér aé&o'
and his wife visited ofte@;,odtfp%x, ?%Y?nrw%?éd?l'kte
A few mpi : B9rchased it. Captain
Patrick?d hl8l6®@Mand his son Benja
, married 8¢ next eight years,
aper anno direction of Rebecca G
upy the G ‘'woman who also had cha
|l ace was 9rphaned children. Wat

by Patri B¢ m three years after
evious ow

Patrick w rgle %‘ roi .Waters. pur ch:
s in Godf awt thelntentlon of
Godfrey- §’hé&dren. The Godfrey
l ant hropi R IIH_shIS oIQest son,
an Godfr e Patrick retained owner
property for nine year
Waters we to his sonds family.
Il rel and- grat ) . .
United S ,"oiW%en Patrick died in
Ohio for (élﬁ%es were written
west to : Eés c aracter and qui e
naturalizegt“ th'elnetnreét‘l). One editori al
ates in 1864 and e oII'oQ/Qntgoyteg? 'm'&lrv?%td 37
dl ey, the daught-erW&)ijIegreltyaMé’&lrg(?r'{| &8 l’:?‘tnyeélgtrl
e couple would havé’di’gﬁrW(?Iﬁiel,avrlgﬁ"\tolﬁ’gp ItAlovégttg
Waters arrived. 0 Thatodés not a
f
 ‘
nt ﬁ
ry f &
it
t o
g
oon
and
ma
i
ch
T
p
ot
t o ’f:fil.
f a
od
i o
farm,z
S m'{".‘.‘;’ e T A = i - o
notEEy "°c“*enL%fydec?fofap;af:owazszzt;‘? TTRTSeY

y



THE WILLIAM WATERS FAMILY
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THE WILLIAM WATERS FAMILY (conr)
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