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715 N Main Street
Edwardsville, IL
62025

Hours:

Wed-Fri 9 am-4 pm
Sunday 1 pm-4 pm
Group Tours Available

Free Admission

Museum Phone:
6186567562

Library Phone:
6186567569

Web Address:
madcohistory.org

E-mail:
info@madcohistory.org

About Us:

The MCHS museum
complex, consisting of
a modern archival
library, a museum in
the 1836 Weir House
and the Helms
Collection Center, is
owned by the
nonprofit Madison
County Historical
Society and operated
jointly with Madison
County.

The Madison County
Historical Society is a
501(c)(3) charitable
organization.
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FALL CALENDAR
Exhibit
November- January

VETERANS OIWES
Madison County Historical Museum

Continuing Exhibit
OLD, NEw, BORROWEDAND BLUE:
Wedding Traditions and Customs
Madison County Historical Museum

Program
Sunday, September 14, 2 pm

VETSAND FEDSIN THE FAMILY TREE
Madison County Archival Library

Events
Sunday, November 2

2014 DNING IN HISTORYEVENT
National Great Rivers Museum

VETERAND OIWES
November 9 and 16
Historical Museum and Archival Library
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VETS& FEDSIN THE
FAMILY TREE

Do you have a family member who
served in the United States military or as a
civil servant for the federal government?
You may be able to request his/her individ
ual personnel record from the National
Archives and Records Administration in St.
Louis.

Many of the Army and Air Force records
at the NARA depository in St. Louis were
damaged or destroyed in a fire on the 6th
floor of the depository in 1973. Restoration
of these materials continues to this day and
records from other branches of service were
not damaged in the fire.

Join us on Sunday, September 14 at 2
pm at the Archival Library as NARA archi-
vists Theresa Fitzgerald and Ashley
Mattingly explain which records are availa
ble, what can be found within personnel
records and how to request them.

This program is free and open to the
public.
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ARCHIVAL LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT
By Mary Westerhold, Archival Research Manager
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RECENTNEWS

Vet er ansaoo VBe@I Cres?argmportant service in earlier conflicts

. _ _ when bandages were not mass produced.
A new program aimed at collecting the stories and

photographs of Madison County veterans, including The Madison County History Museum will have an
those who have recently served, will begin in exhibit honoring the service of our Madison County

November. The launch of the program will be Sunda)mi”t,ary men gnd Women.b.eginning in November. In
November 9 and Sunday, November 16, when veteraff@niunction with that exhibit, MCHS News will focus

or current members of the military are invited to come" ygteran; for thg quember issue. Look for
tell their stories additional information in local newspapers, on our web

_ site or on our Facebook page beginning in late October.
The program offers a wonderful opportunity for

" ) : EEE
families to collect these stories for their personal
records while also archiving the information with MCHS Exhibit Update
MCHS for future generations. MCHS will prepare The Wedding exhibit in the museum will continue
packets to guide veterans through the process of  hrqygh the end of the year. If you saw the exhibit in
documenting their service. These packets will be early June, you may want to make a return trip as

available beginning November 2. If you are willing to 5 4qitional materials were added to the display.
also sit down for an oral history interview, please call The Kane exhibit ended in migAugust. Look for a

fg?uﬁ;g?rval Library to set up an appointment with a new exhibit on Madison County veterans in the coming

months.
The museum is also interested in obtaining artifacts EEE
reflecting military service, along with the personal . .
stories of these men and women who have served our ISHS in Madison COUﬂty
country. Photographs of them in uniform or other On Saturday, August 16, the lllinois State

documentation can be scanned by members of the  Historical Society held their Annual Awards Reception
Archival Library staff when family members do not  in the Leclaire Room at the Historic N. O. Nelson
wish to donate original images. Campus of Lewis and Clark Community College in

MCHS is also seeking the stories of women who Edwardsville.
served on the home front , MEHSDirgctorSuzannegdDreisich was instruneental
Riveterso or those who Iiwingiogthe eveittopur arda.elhemwasds ieception
had not previously been held in Madison County.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS

New and Renewing Bonus Time for New Members!
- This is the time of year when new members can receive a bonus of up
MemberShlpS to four extra months with their MCHS membership. For those who join
July through August 2014 in in the Fall, membership privileges extend through December 2015.
Thank You for Your Suppott If you know of someone with an interest in local history who might be

interested in joining the Madison County Historical Society, consider

Alton, 1L providing them with a gift membership, or ask us to send them an intro-
Charlotte Johnson ductory |l etter regarding the Soci
Edwardsville, IL Membership in MCHS is a supportive membership. Members are invit-

Irma August ed to attend programs and events they find interesting, but there are no

Robert Mallory required membership meetings.
Stoneham, MA Wondering when itds time to rene

Charles Dietrich make it easy. All member dues are renewable on the first of January.



MARY® DINING IN HISTORY2014
RESEARCHTIP

| am always looking for by Cindy Reinhardt history as my great grandfather, William
a new way to get past a At | ast vyear 6s Di Ritchiegvasifai mary decades ajamp v e r
brick wall in research |am MCHS took guests to the historic 1909 lighter on the river, rowing north a few
doing. T h at WikleywWlhewgtre in Edwardsville. For miles one day to fill the lamps on the

constantly lookingforeds 2014, wedr e host i N @hahel Mdlkerd, thén séuth thé deg dajnu
cational opportuniiesto ~ umo as they say i n lghiRe s8RV ih&idmily hdd their Jwh
helpme. Localgenealogy mor e ~accurate, an Q@LgnN! kg cqf eté({le-Land
societies often offer one daymuseum. - o boats would pull over to get wood for the
conferences with a national e invite you to join us on Sunday, poilers.

ly known keynote speaker. November 2, forour ®annual o6 Di UL I :
| attended one recently and ; Hi storyé event S it.chi.eds . La leng

; : . W d i n
SovmES AGUe | Natonal Great Rivers Museu beside [, e 4G, e routa bt
e EE LS Melv'hn Price lho%ks ang Dam on the ytheg part o
Il ng ol never,.t no Wl L. Q@ Savanna Army Depot. But we remained

. . Ml%sksstl Iver in Alfon. Gyests can : .
that! 6 and | t%ke a{our gf th% facclli%] 'brcowse the mu connected with the river because my
note to remember a useful : Y grandparents had a home on the river for
; seum, enjoy a meal of comfort food (as

tip. : . many years. We often swam in the
: ~ would have been typical along the river), ..~ 2 7~ . )
| seldom miss anation ,nq then sit back to enjoy a special pro Mississippi, and the family enjoyed out

al conference if. itis held in gram on river history. The historical part Ings on sand bars, boating, and fishing,
the area, even if | can only f oDiI

) : . gastimes st[ill enjoged on the river.today.
attend one day of a three or ning in Historyo m yeal s °
four dav conference. | alsg COUrSe: the mighty Mississippi River ~ We also marveled at the power of the
f—_— at>t/end ceveral ofthe Which has played a major role in the de  Mississippi River in flood stage when riv
monthly meetings of local Ve!oPment of this region for hundreds of €f traffic came to a halt and the water
genealogy societies even  Years. threatened our town whose Main Street
though my ancestors were If you have lived in Madison County &své ti Il\/lal digoln go?mt tu:t”e 197r5 |mv er
not from the areawhere | = for any length of time, even if not directly : Y My
Fua, : : : . experiences along the river were very sim
on the river, it has likely had an impact 1l ar to foud Ariver
|naddition’thereare on your i f e. | Wasnot__bOIpn in_'eladiso
many ways to learn from  County, but | grew up in a river town, Please join us for an evening along the

your home. Check out the Savanna’ a small town in northwestern MlSSlSSlppl River as we celebrate the his
web sites of local, state, andlllinois. The river was part of our family t or'y and grandeur of

national genealogical socie most prominent landmark.
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Open1ng Doors to Madison County History
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Sunday, Nov 2

National Great

Rivers Museum
Melvin Price Lock & Dam

#1 Lock and Dam Way
East Alton, Illinois

o % g s 3
. Dining 1;1 History 4 Y Tickets
g o event sponsore $30 Members
annually Dy 1 $35 Non-Members
featuring historic
venues all over GNP
Madison County.
| Program
o 6\1@ °
e % Guided Tours 4 pm -6 pm
=Y %Z % Melvin Price Lock and Dam
iy, Madison County 2 Cocktails 5:30 pm - 6 pm
= Served in the National Great
. . Rivers Museum Gallery
For more information Catered by
hi :
618_6?681(71;%9 ﬁb‘;ﬁy}’ﬁ%} 9-4) Magc’s Time Out Restaurant
618-656-1073 (After hours)
Fst i T - Program 7 pm
as ate I0or reservations . . o . . .
Wednesday, October 29, 2014 J‘\ Mississippi River History
$ CREATIVE BY
INLANDESIGN
. — , -




EARLY RIVER ALTON
HISTORY
The Mississippiwasa end of the Ameri can
major thoroughfarefor Tr avel ers woul d con
for thousands of years peninsula between
before Europeans en River and the Missouw
tered the Americas. Na cal |l ed Missouri Poi
tive Americans namedit F€rry across the Mi
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and like all rivers, big Smeltzer, who oper am
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theeverchanglngr_lver transport toward the
and knewthatthe_nver e was still by horseba
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spots and thus easy to Mi ssissippi River.
cross. The site of present reaped | arge profits
day Portage des Sioux | extracted and natur a
was one such spot and monopoly on river cr
Native American guides Eads Bridge was buil
leading early Americans Rufus Easton platte
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steered the settlers across around a small creek
the river at that ford. Creek or Little Pias
The name comes from was to be |l ocated ne
the Sioux naihic the creek whi ch was
standing that when de ,1;/'#11 ol Y : = | aoﬁgvse;rep:niog: h g:} :[A
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flooding the island.
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AND THE MISSISSIPPIRIVER FREDERICK
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AND THE MISSISSIPPIRIVER
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SUNFLOWERISLANDAKA SVIALLPOX | SLAND

By Donald J. Hubeshore to escape Il linois |

This island, located aboMitl NS St€eSet oLfifN CtOh N, MlasssotuhrE
shore, was called by vari 8L5OWERe OpFNBPSEoltDReWERP
War . At the tBmeebtistHaeBfPhEGERAsMahytary sabers, |
was most commonly called Surit| CR¥AI T ¥ 88d0NWH}I SEthbrec
| arge crop of volunteer s@8hffBGetS! 28R4t LhPFOEA ¥WAS
i sl and. Following the coR§8PudPPY¥R bhetBEOHBA: Wh e
Rainey Lock & Dam 26 in tH¥Siohgye pﬁ@”rivéanQ{@bAf
behind the dam raised aboot! 8! f8et WARAWRAURBLELEY PRE
i sl and During |l ow water MUgfeBa¥eumpe! hzedst PRE ¥ hé
on the site.

There are two prominent stories about the island.
The first and | ess ominous involved a duel between ¢
future U. S. President and a prominent Union gener al
in an activity that was totally illegal in Il linois
ti me Dueling was not only illegal, but a death <cal
during a duel was murder The idea of two prominent
citizens becoming involved in an act so daring and
bl atant i s somewhat absurd, but it happened none t he
| ess The cause of the duel may be even more absurc

Abraham Lincoln

pointless as well as exceecd

decided to settle the matt e

General James Shields Abraham Lincoln was known

_ _ practical or otherwise, anc
ln 1ts petty nature Jam@ﬁp@ht@hﬂ%ywéﬁ phfendgedabyc
' etters published in a Spgibgfzefakdopenwspaner @dbbAaIEcE
insulting his Il ooks and hegesfitVed tRhethetteobsrwegsreogry
written by Mary Todd, Linegheepeadfiane®l andtdulias ¢
Jaynes, later to be Mrs. bky@ae fhepbahkbtounMepsdlayne
a graduate of nearby MonipgaltPpngemewar vf wae kDewear
for her stunning good |l ooksneBdLiaRbeh Wwahkenwtt yvissk
was not amused. began to spread that he was

Since dueling was not a tchrei niel oionr Mifs stohuer ib,o atth,e muwcot
combatants rowed to the island near the Missour.i
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