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Joel Waters, author of this series of letters
written just before and during the Civil

War was a great-great-great uncle of Dawson
Berry.

Joel Waters was born near Elizabeth, IN,

the son of James Waters and Cyntha Ann Evans
Waters on June 6, 1833. UWhile a young man
he went to Illinois to work as a carpenter
and farmer near Fdwardsville (25 miles from
St. Louis, MO). When the Civil War began
Joel enlisted in the 10th Illinois Volunteer
Infantry. He spent his entire war years

in the same regiment.

Joel wrote periodically to his brother,
Samuel Thomas Watters. At some time the
letters were hidden in an old chest, being
discovered by Sarah Frances Glasgow Watters
(Dawson Berry's Great Grandmother) about
1905. They were in a little drawer inside
the chest.

Some of the letters apparently weren't kept
because of the number of gaps in the course
of events. For instance, there is no account
of the Battle of Chickamauga, in which Joel
participated.

The surviving correspondence is authentic

and absorbing. It sheds intimate light

on the harsh latter months of the war, beginning
with the skirmishes between Union and Confederat
troops in and around the Chickamauga ara

on down into northwest Georgia, the siege

of Atlanta, and then on to Savanah.

These copies are as near as possible to

the originals. Spelling, punctuation and

word usage are just as they were in the
letters. Mrs. Alice Kernnedy of Largo, Florida
has the originals.



June the t 1856

Dear brother | take the opportunity to write you a few |ines to

let you know that | am stll| amongst the land of the Ilving.

| have wrote two since | got the last letter. | have qult the
carpenter business at present and gone to running my bosses engine

| will be an englneer sawyer and every thing else before | leave

my boss wlll trust me with anything. He wants me t+o come back

next fall agaln. | have agreed to stay 11l the first of august

It | keep well. You may look out for thls boy about then If you

get any good things save them I+ will soon be twelve months since

I left hume You ask me 1f | work on tick no slre horse fly the

dog Is rlght In thls boys pocket the mlll that | work In saws

over $150 worth of lumber every day and they get the § for 1+

right at the rallroads This Is the lone somest place you ever

see on Sunday no church short of fifteen miles | and my old pardloaped
aboard the cars last Saturday and went out among em and wasent

back tI! Monday afore day | toed one of the blgest Shanghis to

church that you ever seen only blances 250 only 9 ft In clircumference
at the but yes sir thats so The nlce young man with the borrowed
watch was there to no more at present

Ullfn Pulask! Cos I+« C. R. R,

Joel Watters
*******************************************************************

Olney Feb. 5th 1857
Dear brother | received your letter from Vincennes last week and

got anotherone the day | directed to thils place. | wrote to the
post Master at Vincennes and had It forwarded. | was glad to
hear that you was all well | am well at present and getting along

tolerable well consliderin the cold weather. Me and Jackson has
got all the Inside work ready for the House that we are bullding
and It It Is as good weather as It was last week we will be ready
to ralse next week. Jacksons Father wrote to him from New Albany
and sald If we could make board and beds we was doing beter that
they was In New Albany Coal 80cts per bushel and wood ten dollars
per load and scarce at that +the rlver froze over and a wisky
shop In the midle on the ice. Well | think we w!ll make a Ilttle
more than our board and boots we have a barn to bulld two miles
from this place 1f we will take the job +hey will have to pay

us our own price for It Is heavy work. You say Bunty Combs Is
married well | hope he will have good luck have ten thousand
children live ten thousand years and then turn to a pigs tafl

and wag forever. The sweetest hours that | ever spent were




amongst the lasses oh, firs+ boy white hat stash Into that ple
second boy but do you think Miss Hoops 1s golng to plg down att
that chlicken

Little head and I1ttle bonnet

Little pate and nothing on 1+

One might say with nothling In I+

But that you charm me every minute

Little ladles now | know

Why maldens let thelr ringlets grow

For otherwlse as bonnets go

Thelr heads would freeze and that Is so

L1ttle walsts and monstrous f lounces

How the silk sea waves and bounces

How the hooping billows qulver

Like a lovely rustling river

Oh wondrous watered s!lken sea

What shalebones In your depths must be

What lots of gold all wasteful ly

Squandered on you bright silken sea
Have you been to meting agaln Jacob
Yes Sally why,
Well | Ilke to see people en jJoy themselves but 1+ seems to me
you are getting altogether too fond of amusement |atly,

Now blast your cornshucking soul come cutting your shines about
me. He let go my dog | got In all sorts of a hurry for | knowed
1f he got hold of me & c.
I think this wlll do for the present
Joel Watters
Olney Richland County Illlnols
***************************************{**************************
Mound City March 30th (Probably 1857)
Dear Brother | take the opportunity to write you a few |ines to
let you know where | am now we worked one day at Centralla and
1t was Saturday and that knight we heard so much gass about Mound
Citty that we Jumped aboard the cars and come down we are getting
$2.25 per day this place Is bound to make a citty no doubt i+
Is owned by a Company there Is two thousand stockholders. There
will be about two hundred large houses bullt here this summer
Calro Is Just a climbling to no end to the buildings. The chepest
property Is $60 per foot In Mound cltty. You may think that |
am playlng thunder mooving around so but $2.25 is dead loads t(h)ey
shel| the dog every Saturday Knight 1f we had come here two months
ago when they commenced the way fo draw steamboats out on we
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would have got two and a half a day wages will be that yet thls
summer. | wrote you a letter from Centralia but If you get this
letter before you get that dont answer that one to Centralla
Give my best respects to all the ladles In general this pencl|
dont glve down much Ink but | guess you can make out to hand In

an answer over the fence no more at this +Ime a day | stlll remain
your most affectlonate Brother Joel Watters.,
PeS. Direct your letters to Mound Citty Alexander Co., Illlnols

*************************************************************!****

Calro June 1t+h 1857
Dear Brother | take the opportunity to wrlte you a few |Ilnes to
let you know that | am s+11!| among the land of the ITving hoplng
you are all the same | have not got an answer yet since | been
In Calro today Is Just two months 1+ Is healthy here yet and buslness
brisk | wrote a letter two weeks ago | expect you are so bulsy
down at the river that you dont take time to write for when |
came down on the boat last fall | saw John Blunk and he sald that
you had rented his farm for this year | have not got much news
to wrlte to day for | havent heard from home for so long that
I dont know what to write but | will let you know about my wild
cat scrape me and Jackson and two other chaps thought we would
go over to missour! last Sunday to see the country and we got
Into the caln brakes and we got after a young wlld cat and he
run into a holer tree and we could Just see his ehad and | got
a stick and put a string on It with a sllp not and pulled the
chap out and you ought to see him show his cat dignlty he scractched
I'tke fury but | got the youngster by hls throat and stoped hlis
wind for a while and fetched him to Calro and sold him for two
doltars and a half he was aobut the slze of a half grown coon
we did not see the old one or she would made us go two forty on
a shell
Joel Watters
Calro Alexander Co. Ililnoils
******************************************************************
June 14th 1857
Dear brother | recelved the letter that you sent to the New Albany
post oftice and was glad to hear from home | am well at present
hopIng to find you all the same I would Ilke to come up home
to see you but I+ wont pay to lose so much time Jackson Is golng
home to stay a week or +wo he will start tomorrow and he wil|
put this In the post office at New Albany 1f you could send all
my letters from New Albany | would get them for the Post Master
at Sodom (he refers +o Ellzabeth, IN) sends them by land s the
reason | dont get them | don't know when | will be home again
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but when | take 2 notlion | am bound to goe They stii!l shoot and
stab men In Calro and Mound Clty only three in the last two weeks
|+ 1s rumered that the Irish Is golng to try to clean Calro out
but they wlll have 2 $1ne time 1f they try that game for they
will get slew worse than they did in Loulsvitle | have a notion
to go to St. Louls the fourth of July for a pleasure trip and
cee the place in only costs $2.50 in the cabin to go on a boat
| work for James Summerwel | on thirteenth streef between commerclal
avenue and poplar street near the frelight depot.

Joel Watters
*l*lll*l!l**i**ll*****I*******&*ll******l*****I***I**I**lhl*%ll*l*

Calro July 20th 1857
Dear brother | take the opportunity to write you a few iines to
jet you know that | am still among the land of the livings |
am well at this +ime and welgh one hundred and forty two, ten
pounds more than | ever welghed. 17 s most awful hot and has
been for the |ast two weeks but we have had work In slde. There
was most splendld wheat crops down here thlis year wo had new flour
the fourth of July We had fine times the fourth the cars took
us up to Mound Citty free and we had a most magnlflicent dinner
things |s brisk at the Mounds but they cant beat Calro yet awhile.
Our boss has got ten houses 1o bulld now | got 2 letter the fourth
+he second one that | have gof yet since | been In Calro. There
s a gal in this town that is in love with me but | alnt wlth
her. She tried to buy me wlth gold rings but | am most to oid
for to be sucked In that waye. Glve my best respects 1o all my
friends.

Joel Watters
I-I'*lllil’lli*ll***lli**ll * N IIII*I***#II L X2 24 I*‘***I**l—l&*l*l*llll*
Coahoma Co. Moon Lakc Misslssippl
October 25, 1857

Dear brother | take the opporfunlfy to writc you a fov {ines 1o
let you know that | am well at this time. hopling you are all
the same we worked at Memphls two weeks, and old Colone!l Carnes
that 1lves there wanted us to goe down to his plantation and bulld
Negra quarters and he would pay our expenses down and pay us two
dollars per day and board so we went, He has 15 houses to build
30 by 40 he has got two hundred nlgs and ralses nothing but cotton
and de lod Moses get oft my heel, the plantation is four miles
from Thompsons |anding near Moon Lake. There Is plenty of Bears
Panthers and wild Cats and all kinds of wild animals here. We
sleep In one of the houses +hat we have finished and we was in
there one night before the roof was qulte on and there was 8 panther
got on top of the house and was ook Ing through and a felow put
a plece of lead betwecn his eyes and he rooled oft. vVihen we saw
him the whole hous was armed with axes ond old butcher knlves
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for a great battle. Jackson was scared |lke every thing but you
know that | wasant skert a blt ata panther but the next knight
that hole was stoped on the roof you can hear them holer most
any time of a knlght round through the woods. We wiil work here
all winter | expect there Is no place here to spend money and
we can save all that we make this winter If | Ilve t1| next spring
I will bee home then. The old Colonel I|lves In Memphis and has
an overseer to boss hls nigs here, but he comes down to see us
every two weeks. | wrote one letter at Memphls but got no answer.
Write soon your most affectlonate brother Joel Watters
P.S. direct your letter to Hellena Arkansas that Is the nearest
post oftlce I+ Is 10 mlles
(RIS TSRS LSS S S S SRR RSS2SR R RSB R SX SRS SSL SRS S R LR
Col Carns Plantation, Moon Lake Miss
Dec. th 1857

Dear brother | take another opportunity to write you a few |ines
to let you know that | am well hoping those few lines will find
you all enjoying tho same. | have not got a letter since | left
Calro and therefore | have heard from home since July. | expect
there Is a lotter at Hellena but It Is so far that | have no chance
to get It we will have a job here til spring. | expect then |
wlill come home. Thls Is the warmest winter that | have not ever
saw yet we eat out on the poarch of the overscers house |t is
an old log house with one door and no windows but we are bullding
him a good house now they are very clever to us we dont have to
eat and slcep wlth nlgers unless we want 1o, but there was a young
man here from Ohlo and he got to arguing abolltion and they was
going to put him In jall and he got up In dust and they dident
catch hime The gals In the Mississippl botoms holds thelr heads
up most to high for us houslers (Hooslers) but there is two or
three young wliddows round about here that wanls 1o get married
mlighty bad and they got about forty nigs. Da is gwlne to be a
ball onMassa Carns Plantation Christmas and dls chlle gwine Is
gwine he Is gwine to dance wid Miss Tllsy ono of de fa sex dat
Is on de plantation wid a hi ank a dink a dank a da go way nlga
go long Joel Watters. Write soon. Direct your letter to Mond
Place Cahoma County, mlssissippl
2222 RS ZE RS SRS R R R R AR R RS R RS AT EE R RS ERERE R AR S AR EERESRSER 2N

tdwardsville, Madison Co., |1l May 30th 1858
Dear brother, | take another opportunity 1o write you a few |ines
to let you know that | am well and hoping you are all the same.
| got no letters at Carbondale where | forst stoped for 1 did
not stay long enough | worked there four wceks and they wanted
me to take things out of stores for pay and | would not do that
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so | thought that | would shlp where they pald money. | got on

the cars and went to St. Louls and times was so hard fthere were
three thousand ldle carpenters plenty of them at work for thelr
board. | stoped one day and got on a boat and went up to Alton

got no worke Got on the Stage and come to this place 1t is fourteen
mlles from Alton and twenty mlles from St. Louis. | got work

at $1.75 per day. | expect to stop here all summer and maby
longer. Times Is harder this year for mechanicks than | have

ever seen them since | been at the busliness they are hard every

place | wrote to the post master at Carbondale for him to forward
all the letters that was sent there for | took for one there that
will be carefuly preserved and a falthful advlsor. | would say

more on this Important subject but the above must suftlce. Write
soon as you get this and let me know which way the wind blows.
I+ has been so much raln out here that no body has got thelr corn
planted yet them t+hat has It has all roted In the ground but I+
has stoped for a few days back. The wheat looks flne but 1t Is
teared It will be all straw the fly 1s In it tolerable bad to.
Glve my respects to all my enquiring friends and dont forget that
gahal to which speclal attentlon ls directed. Your most atfectionate
brother Joel Watters.
P. S. direct to Edwardsvliile Madison County, |lilnols 11 1s the
county Seat you wlll find It on the map.
***l******l**l****l ***i**l**ll****l*lill**lI**I R TER YRR Y LR R RS S
Edwardsviile Madlson Co., f11. May 22th 1859
Dear brother It Is with great pleasure | take my pen in hand to
wrlte you a few llnes fo let you know that | am well hoplng you
arc all the same. | have got two letters trom you and one from
Thomas since | wrote the last letter | was sorry to hear mother
wasent well and wanted to see me soO bad. | would come home if
| thought 1t would cure her but | dont think 1t would do her much
good and 1t costs me forty or titty dollars to come and lofe about
there flve or slx weeks but | will try and come home betore long
and fetch my wlife and let you all see her. | alnt marrled yet
but there Is no telling how soon | might be | am desperately In
love wlth one of the nlcest gals in thls town and she calls me
dear and | call her my Ilittle bird and sun beam all | got to do
s get the papers to be a family man and | wont have to go more
than one square to the court house to get the documents and there
s plenty of preachers In this clity that would pronounce the benedlictlion
and be glad of the job. [f | do get martied | will come homne
on the bridal tour and let you see my Ittt1e ducks | would like
for you to wrlte and let me know how many thousand dollars you
have got lald away for me. | suppose mother has got that feather



bead yet that | plcket geese for when | was a boy [If such Is

the case let me no for they are very convenient things In cases

of emergency | want to know some thing about such things now

| dont how soon | might need them | dont call on you for more

than ten thousand dollars | conslder that a small sum for a man

In your standling with such a fine boy as you say you have made
such a blow about a boy and call him Jo | would llke to see the
lad to see 1f he looks tlke his dadss.o.you tell me about my taxes
| would send the money but I+ might get lost on the way You would

have to go and pay It anyhow so If you pay it | wlll make It all
right when | come home. | wish that i could sell It because |
dont belleve that | will ever settle In that part of the Country,
for business Is to dull In my line. | Ilke this place better

the longer | sta here maby It Is because there 1s so many good
looking gals here Court Is In sesslon now and times Is tolerable
brisk now. | belong to the soldler Company here called the Madlson
guards We are golng to Marine to morow. 1t Is twelve mlles from
here there Is to be four or tive companies from St. Louls |

think we will have a fine time It costs us nothing It Is an Invitation..
this Is a desperate place for men to shoot themselves there has
been three killed themselves slince | been here all dutch One

young man last week was setting up with a glrl and he choked her
t11 he thought she was dead and then shot himself but the girl

come to |1fe before morning She promised to have him and then
wouldent have him you must xcuse me for not writing more give

My respects to all my friends you affectlonate brother Joel Watters
I commenced this letter on Sunday this is Tuesday the soldlers

has come back from Marine we had a bully time fought a sham battle
with blank cartridges on Monday and went to two balls at night

and waltezed with the dutch gals 111l morning then come home to

Edwardsville. ever remain yours Joel Watters
LA 22 R ST E TS SRS S SIS RS S ST SRS S SRS S EER SRR ESRSRNSEREE S SRR R 2

Rldge Prarrle Madison Co., Ills
Jan th 18061

| take the time to wrlite you a few lines once more to lel you
know that | am stlll about and well hoping you may all be the
same | know that | have been very negliget in not writing oftener
but you must excuse me for not answering your letters | am now
ten mlles from Edwardsvlille and have been since lasi Auqust my
business has been dull for the last ycar | done a good deall
of palnting last summer | bullt two small houses out on the prarrie
thls fall | have now gone In on a lease of elyhty acres of prarrie
fand with two other mon we commenced the ?2 of las) Hovember and
our copartnership ends three years from the tirsi of next March.



We have to bulld one mile of plank fence and a small frame house
to pay for the lease the timber Is al| furnished but we have

to hall 1+ to a mi) to get It sawed. the timber Is one mile
from the prarie angd 2; mlles from the mill. It takes 13000 feet
ot plank to bulld the tence and 2000 f+ to bulld the house. We
have got halt the logs halled now to do the work and got 25 acres
of land broke Up. we Inteend to have It al| tenced by tIme to
plant corn all the posts Is made and one quarter of a mile of
them set. We have got a team of four yoke of good work cattle
one cow four hogs plows harows and divers and sundries of things
to numerous to mention. We now live In a log shanty we go In
equal on every thing that Is made. We have got an article of
agreement drawed up binging each one to do his part or pay the
others damages. My two pardners has both got famllys. Thelr names
I's Henry Lewls and Rels McNell. Lewis Is an old man of sixty

and McNiel Is about my age. We Intend to put In forty acres of
corn in the spring and forty acres In wheat in the fall., Corn
dont need any working on the prarle the first year it is broke

up and wheat the first year in the sod grows beter than any other
place 1t never freezes out. When we dont work on the lease we
can break prarie other places and get from #.00 to 3; an acre

and | can work at my trade. Prarie land Is worth $15.00 per acre
not Improved. Land Improved goes for 2; and 3 dollars per acre
cash. There was more corn ralsed last year In Madison County
than was ever ralsed before. Corn Is worth 20 cts here and 30

In St. Louls. It is 30 mlles from here to St. Louis. Wheat looks
fine this winter. The winter has been very mlid so far | alnt
marled yot but | st1)] stick to tho same glrl ot two years ago.
times was so hard last year It throwed me on the back ground about
maryling but the next fit+ i+ take | am a qone chlcken I am |lke

a balky horse some times | am In a notion sometimes | alnt about
belng harnessed.

About comeng home | dont know for | got business plenty to attend
to JIm Evans wrote to me In October from Winslow Pike County
(Inds) In October and sald they had all been sick and people about
there hardly ralsed enough to Ilve on. | was sory to hear times
Was so hard with them He wanted to know if he could come out
here and get work he sald he was a kindof carpenter but | was
about through my work and dident write for him to come. Mechanlical
work Is dull here but there I's plenty of work on the farms from
$12 to$15 per mont and board. | was glad to hear that your head
was sound on the political question you went for a sound man when
you went for old Abe. | saw him and he looks |ike an honest old



Abe. The batle waxed hot In elinoy (ll1lnois) but old Abe won

the day the democrats was hurted bad they say the war alnt over

yet but Old Abe says It will be by the time grass rises.s P.S.

direct your letters to Alhambry Madlson Co., I1ls. Joel Watters

*************************l#**********l****I****************llll***
Camp Morgan October 10th 1861

Dear brother | take the pleasure to write you a few Ilnes to let

you know that | am well hoping you may all be the same. {1 has

ben so long since | heard from you that | dont know but what you

are all deade | am In the service of the U. S. A. for three years.
| was sowrn Into service the fifth of this month | belong to
the tenty regiment of Ills volenteer Company K Captaln Lusk Col

Morgan comander we are statloned here to watch the gun boats

bul tding here to keep the secesions from taking them there Is

three gun boats bullding here they will be finlshed the flfteenth

of next month and then | expect we will have to leave here yesterdy

the cavelry at birds point routed the cecesh and run them out

of that section last week two gun boats went down to Columbus

and throwed some bombs into the ceceshs camp they fired 100 canon

balls at our gun boats but done no executlon ! havent heard any

news from Paduka KY since | been here papers Is hard to get holt

of and that 1Is the only way we get any news | llke a soldlers

I1fe very well for the experlience | have had | was in the service

t+hirty days at St. Louis last spring and was at the taking of

Camp Jackson | thought the war would soon end then so | went

back to the lease | was on and we put In 45 acres of corn which

| left standing In the field when | left this time one third which

s mine one yoke of cattle and one cow and told my pardners If

| over comeback they could pay me my tools Is at a friend of

mine In Edwardsville by the name of John Blckerstaffs If any thing

hapens to me so you cant hear from me write to him. The company

that | belong to Is from [dwardsville dircct to Joul Watters 10th

regiment Vol Mound City Ills Care of Capt Lusk Co. excuse haste

*************************N**********i**l*ll****#***********l******
Nov 3+h 1861 CampMorgan Mound City Ills

10 Reg Volls Dear brother, | take the pleasure to write you a

few lines to let you know | am well and hope you may all be the

same. | received your letter on the 28 of Oct and was glad to

hear from you. Thls regiment dont have much sickness there has

been two deaths out of 1+ slince | been here but there ls a (part

missing here)...{other side of same sheet) tables which 1s like

a barbecue |t we make a charge on cecesh |ike we do on the tables

we will Iike them up |lke lasses. *two of the gun boats is launched

and thethlrd will soon be flnished we may have to go South or




wherever McClernand orders us If we do | hope you will have a
good report from the 10 If we dont tight well 1t wont be for the
want of drilling for the Colonel puts us through on that quick
step and double quick about four hours per day | |lke the sport
very well never beter satisfled | have to stand guard onc a week
for 24 hours 2 on and 4 otf there is 10 men detalied out of each
Co per day to s(t) and guard to kep the boys In camp 1t they get
out in town some of them gets tlte on ceces* whiskey and want
to clean out every thing they come to some =¢ the boys gets In
the guard house and has to wear a big canon ball to thelr leg
for 8 or 10 days and Ilve on bread and water. +the offlcers has
to be strict for ther 1s some tolerable harc caces to deal with.

It Is geting tolerable cold now but we all got heavy over coats
that comes down below the knees and 2 blankets. | was on guard
the other nlght wasent on post but standing by the quard flire
when the seargeant of the guard was called for he went to see
what was wanted who should come back wlth hi- but old Furby with
his shirt all torn off he sald he was cuting wood down toward
Calro and got In a tight and they was a goinz to shoot him and
he come up to our camp for protection he wert back next morning
with some of the government wagons said he would clean them out.
I havent heard from him since. I got no more rom to write from
your avvectlionate brother Joel Waters glve my respects to all
friends.
******************************************** MRARE S LS X R L L T R TR vy

Dec 15th 1861
Camp Morgan Mound City 10th Reglment I1ls Volls Co. K
Captain Lusk Commander

Filrst Leutenant Godhold Girnt German 2 Lluterant E. L. Freyda
Dear brother ‘| take the present opportunity to write you a few

Ilnes In answer to your letter which came tc -~and today. | was
glad to hear you was all well | am well at tnis time. | recelved
a leter the next day after | wrote the last one and was glad to
hear from you. | havent got any war news to *ell you so | wil|

tell you what transpires in Camp. There Is generaly about a dozen
souldlers In the guard house for geting tight or some other offence
so last week they got a bar of Iron by some means and was prying

the door down. The sentinels told them to stco but they

wouldent so they shot through the crack they rad made in the door
and cripled three of them one of them had to have hls leg taken

ott the next day. The captain of the guard went to arrest a soldier
that was tight and he struck the Captaln and ot a sword run through
him he was kllled all on account of cecesh anlskey. Since then
the Captalns has stoped passing thelr men out -ide of the camp
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ITnes Into town only them they can trust. | have got a very good
Captaln he passes me out every day If | want to go but | never

get tlght and always come back when he tells me to. Some of the
Capitalns Is hard on thelr men and punish them for most any 11ttle
offence. A Captaln by the name of Woods chalned one of his men
round the neck all day and nlght for staylng In fown all night

1+ was cold and he |lked to a froze he was golng to keep him chained
the next night but 1+ was a made up thing to have him loosed so

we walted t111 dark but he was still chalned We glve one yell

and started for the Cols quarters to see 1t he should be unioosed
so he went and took the chaln off. It Is well he did for 1t would
have been done by force about 500 had thelr guns loaded. Things
looked desperate for a Ilttle while. Woods run In the hosplital
and stald all night afrald some of his own men would shoot him.

| hoep we wlll not have any flghting amongst our selves but walt
+111 we see the cecesh 1f | ever see Pete Kay on the cecesh slde

| wil! tear a hole In him biger thanfour dollars or any other
cecesh we have flne times here. There is only four fldlers In

our company and 1f a feler gets sick they glve him plenty of Physlice.
We have turned of our cooks and cook our selves. | belong to

mess No. 2 of 20 men. | comenced cooking the first of this month.
| can cook as well as any of them. the boys pays me $15.00 per
month | pay a feler $5.00 to cary water and help wash the tin
plates and cups. We have beanes for diner every other day and
potatoes turnips fresh beef and ham Coffee General Grant came
to see us the other day, and the 17th [Ils regiment came up from
Calro. the General troted us around withknapsack about half the
day he sald he thought we could fight If we got a chance ther

s not much slckness here now out of 800 caces In the general
hospltal only 39 dled last month only 8 of the wounded died the

rest will get well 3 dled out of this reg. there was a grand
review of the souldlers at Calro yesterday the 10th reg went down
on a boat 1+ was the grandest sight | ever saw. we formed a

squar about one mile on each side the
was In slde of that the blg offlcers galoped thelir horses around
and looked at us they sald the 10 was the best drilled of any

of them. | dont know how many souldlers was there but there was
more than | ever saw they sald there wasent any from Blrds Point

or fort holte | counted elght gun boats on the Ohlo | couldent

see on the Mississipl river | saw six flolting baterys the officers
s paylng a good deal attention to the men here now. | think

you will hear of hot work before long. we have got good guns

will shoot across the river and k11l cecesh our guns Is rifled

muskets made in france. | was sory to hear Pete Cay was a
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cecesh but If | ever seen him on the cecesh side | will tear a

hole Tn him blger than four dolars If | dont get shot flrst or

any other cecesh. | think that | can whip a half dozen of them

my self for | am one halt horse and the other half chawed rausum.

| was glad to hear the rest of the boys was loyal to the union.

| will send you a leter before | send my money. We will be pald

about the 15 of Jan If the pay master comes to time. The last

pay day | hadent been here qulte a month | only drawed $12.00

we get $13.00 per month. | loned $10.00 last pay day t11 next

pay dat at $2. Ints. | will send you my money in a letter or

by express when this month Is out | will have to stop cookIng

and practice driiling next pay day | will have $35 or $40 what

| send you do with as you see proper. If | get killed | glve

all | got to your oldest boy Joel T. Waters which wont be much.

| lost that lot In Cairo when | come back to Calro when | left

home last It was high water and the whole town was overflowed

every body was sulng the agents they bought property of. | went

to the agent and told him 1f he would glve me $100 he mlght have

the balance. He sald he dldnent do business that way. | told

him to go to the devil that | could live without It. 1| had pald

$250 on 1t and was to pay $325. | wasent the only one that lost

thelr money there was a dispute about property and the agency

broke full handed. | went up to Edwardsviile and had $25 left.

| made a doodeal of money there and spent the most of iI+. | left

about $200 worth of property to the honesty of my partners 10

miles from Edwardsviile our partner ship runs out 2 years from

the flrst of next month, My tools Is at Edwardsv!lle at John

W. Blggerstaff If any thing hapens to me write to him concerning

my buslness. Your affectionate brother Joel Waters glve my respects

to all enquiring friends tell Thomas Birdwell (a brother—In-law)

to write 1f he dont | wlll chaw him If | ever come back.

FEEH I I H I I I NI I I I I I I I 36 I 3 36 I 363 2 I HE 26369 I 36 36 I JE I 363 396 %
Camp Morgan, Mound City, Ills Jan 8th

1862

Dear brother, father and slsters and friends, | take the present

opportunity to write you a few llnes to let you know that | am

well at present hoping you may all be the same. This is nlne

o'clock at night the Col sent In orders to the Captains that we

must brepare for a flve days journey by 10 o'clock tomorrow.

He sald we would get on a boat tomorrow and take flve days rations

with us and our blankets the captains and the souldiers dont know
our destination. Probably we may be golng to Columbus and maby

some place else there |s something In the wind sure It we do get
In a flght and | get killed | want to dle Iilke a man fighting

12



ke a souldler. | am a |I1ttle excited to night we have such

short notice and | have my things to packup. |f we do get In

a battle and | get out safe | will write to you as soon as possible
| got a leter from you yesterday and one from Thomas to day |

was glad to hear from you. We may not leave but If this comes

to hand you may know that we have this may be my last leter |f

| never see you agaln In this world | hope to see you in a beter
where all the battles 1s fought and peace relgns forever. Good

by your affectlonate brother Joel Waters.

******************************************************************

(apparently this Is only part of a letter)

Jan 8th 1862
| havent been pald off yet there was two months pay coming to
me the first of this month. If you dont hear from me write to
+he Capt or one of the Lleutenants or write to George Bartlet
or Cornellus Brown they are my particular friends my age, slze
and home s marked In the company book. My paper Is scarce and
Ihavent got much tIme to write so good by give my respects to
all enquiring friends yours Joel Watters (On opposite side of
same sheet) tell Sarah Jane | would |lke to send my dagareotype
+o her but the time Is to short now but | will send I+ the flrst
opportunity | get 1f | ever get another. If | dont send 1t try

and remember me. | dont think | have changed much In three yecars.
P. S. I+ 1s morning and we all In a stir to get ready It Is rumerad
we go to KY or missour! to fight 3 or 4 thousand cecesh. | leave

+hls withone of the boys that Is sick

******************************************************************
Birds Point Mo Feb 10th 1862 10 reg Itls Volls
Co K
Dear brother | take the present opportunity to write you a few
ITnes to let you know that | am well hoplng you may all bee the
same. | wrote you two letters a few days ago and havent got much
news to glve you at present. | expect you wlll get the news about
our gun goats taklng Ft. Henry betore you get this. | havent
heard how many rebels was killed our loss was small, the greatest
disaster belng when the rebe! ball went through the gunboat essex
boller killlng one man the steam scalding 30 others of which 7
has died they took the rebel General Teiglman and all his staff
offlcers prisoners. The rebel infantry evacuated the fort before
our men took possesslon the last | heard from fthere our men was

in hot perssult of the rebels and was also moving on to take Ft.
Donaldson our troops Is making a grand move now for some polnt

there has been about 20,000 come to Calro wlthin four days and
went up the ohlo | think the object Is to attack Bowling Green
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soon and then come down on Columbus ITke a thousand brick |f they
take them cecesh wil| be about plald out. There Is six reg at

this place of Infantry and one of Cavelry besldes flylng artllery
of which our Col Is chelf Commander the calculation was for the
10th to go up the river but our Col belng the oldest and best
experlenced Col In thls division he had to take command of Blrds
Polnt but | hope It they move on Columbus they will glve us a

call 1f they will hold us back until the cecsh comes out of thelr
dltches that | think our gunboats will make them do | wlll shot

and bite and gouge and tight and tumble in the mud and when at
tength | have lost my strength | will never give In but get up

and pltch In agaln. | |lke this place beter than Mound City the
only dlficulty here 1s there s no whiskey to drink or chlickens

to cramp. We have good log cablins to stay In with flre places
which makes I+ look a ITttle Ilke home. The only thing that disturbs
the place Is the blg bull dog that barks at every steamboat that
comes In slight and makes them whistle and round to. I+ has cleared
off and the sun shlines warm the last few days which It hasent

done betore for a month. I sent two of my degareotypes In one
of the letters which | sent a few days ago. | hope you may get
them. | sent enclosed In this leter a dratt for $20.00 1f you

get It go to the bank at New Albany or Louisville and get the
money or probably some of the store keepers at E|1|zabeth may take
It 1t they have deallngs with the bank. | had It drawed for Ohilo
money thinklIng It would be the most curent with you., Tell Thomas
to excuse me for not answering hls leter for | started from Mound
City on that KY trlp so soon after | got It | dident have +ime

to write the next tlme | write | will drop him a few Ilnes. Give
my respects to all enquiring friends your brother Joel Waters
P.S. direct your leters to Calro Ills 10th reg Ills Volls Co.

K care of Capt Lusk and | will get them.
********************i********************* ************************
Mar 3th 1862 Birds Point MO.
Dear brother | take the present opportunity to write you a few
I'lnes to let you know that | am well hoping you may be the same.
We have been after Jeff Thompson for 4 days and just back last
night with one of hls canon and a rebel flag. We came near getling
his scalp. We killed five and wounded eight of his mea He only
had 200 men and 6 one Ib cannon with him. His men was all mounted
on fast horses and we shot at them as they run. The fast | saw
of him he was going |tke ITghtening and one thousan of our cavelry
2 miles behlnd after him. About 5 days ago there was a large
torce of unlon troops started from Cape Gerido and Comerce to
move on to New Madrid so It secems that Jeff thought he would go
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out and burn all the brlidges on the New Madrid and Cape Ger ido
road to stop thelr progress but come mighty near getting his scalp
taken. The next day after our troops started from Comerce and
Cape Gerldo our reg and 2 companys of Nolemans Cavelry was ordered
to start out west on the Calro and Fulton Rall Road to Saxton
(Slkeston) where the New Madrid and Cape Gerido state roads crosses
which 1s 30 mlles west from here and 20 miles north from New Madrid
so the cavelry started about 3 hours before we did and went around
the swamps and we got on the cars and run Into Charlestown which
Is 12 miles on the rall r there our cavelry came up to us and

we started agaln and got about one mile when our cavelry saw 5
rebels tearing up the track so they got after them and took three
prisoners. We had 100 sapers and miners wlth us and they flxed
the track In about an hour and we went on to a small vilage eight
mlles from Charlestown which was abou deserted. There the cecesh
had burnt the trustle work across swamp about ; of a mile we only
started with 1 days ratlons so we took possession of the houses
and stoped untll next morning and sent the cars back for more
provisions they came back and we took 2 days provion and started

a foot for Saxton 10 miles distant at day |ight attesting 9 susplclous
looking felers before we left and sending them back to Calro we
left the sapers and miners to fix the trustle across the swamp

and made Saxton by 11 oclock that day. When we got there we heard
that Jeff had left about sun up that morning and gone north towards
Cape Gerldo. We took 21 prisoners and sent them back to Bertrand
where we got oft the cars. | forgot to tell you that before we
got to Saxton we saw something that looked Ilke a canon pilanted

on the rall road and our cavelry went around the town and came

In the back way and found out that It was a log put on 2 old wagon
wheels. They thought they would scare us back wlth that but Jetf
couldent come that well. We searched all the houses and took

all the shot guns that we could find. We went In a doctors shop
and one of the boys got a mans scull and It had Abe Llincoln wrote
on top of 1t. We rested until one oclock and started on after
Jeff and folerd him 8 mlles to where he had planted hls canons

to shoot Into the trains that was comling In from Comerce. There
was where the Comerce road come into the capegerlido road. We
heard there was 3 brligades of our troops coming on that road old
Jeff had heard of us In his rear and pulled up stakes and started
on the Cape Gerldo road again so we went about one mile further
towards Cape Gerldo and come to a bridge that he had tried to
burn up but we had run him so close that he left It and we put
the fire out. There he had taken a woods road that went back
south and come Into the road four mlles below Saxton.




We camped there at the br idge and our cavelry folered him through
the swamps all night but couldent tind him so they came back to

our camp In the mornling. By this time there was 800 more cavelry
come In from Cape Gerlido and we started back to Saxton 1000 cavelry
In the advance. We went through Saxton and went 4 mlles below

when the cavelry came onto Jetfs scouts and shot at them our cavelry
came back and fell in line of battle In the roads. We lett the
road and started round a hill to get beyond Jeftf o get him between
us and the cavelry. He dident know there was any Intfantry after
him and comenced shooting his 1 Ib balls up the road about 2 mlles
but done no executlon to the cavelry. We had got him nearly surrounded
before he saw us we was coming through a corn fleld about 300

yds from him before they saw us on double quick. They directed
t+helr canons at us and we fell tlat on the ground every time they
flred at us and the balls whlstled over hour head they shot 3
rounds at us by this time we had got 200 yds from them when we
ralsed up and flred one voley at the m and they started for New
Madrid fast as thelr horses would cary them leaving one canon

and a flags 5 kllled and 8 wounded we had one man siightly wounded.
Our cavelry went on after them and we started back for Bertrand

got on the cars and came back to Birds Point yesterday. | heard
thls morning that the cavelry overtook Jetft and got nearly all

his men and artllery. | think our troops will be at New Madrid

by day after tomorrow | +hink there Is about twenty thousand some
of the cavelry sald they had about 200 canon with them. There

was 2 regiments left here t+hls morning and Hotelands artllery

they started on the Belmont road. Our regiment Is ordered to

be ready at the shortest notice. | think the cecesh will be swept
beyond the borders of Misour! soon. | cant tell you for certaln
whether Columbus 1s deserted or not but | think if 1t aint It

soon wlll be. | heard that the cecesh had burnt Columbus. The
news s here that General Buell has got the rebels surounded at

Mur freesborough In tenessee. Every house that | went into In Misouri
+he women sald they hadent drinked any coffee tor 8 months and
salt was almost worth 1ts welght in sllver. They was anxlous

for peace. | saw some men that sald they was with Jeft Thompson
tor six months and thelr +ime was out. They said t+hey got no

pay and was anxlous +o qulit fighting against the union. The Col
made some of them take the oath of alleglance. | saw 2 good many
of the prisoners that was +aken at Ft. Donatdson. They looked

like a lot of Penltentlery convicts they crused Floyed and Johnson
tor everythling they could think of some of them holered tor Jeft
Davis and others would say dam Jeff Davis he 1s plald out. When
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we stoped at Charlestown | enquired for David Gilmore and Henry
and a man told me they |ived about 3 mliles from there and Dave

was a blacksmlth and Henry a carpenter. | wlli now bring this

to a close. |f we leave here and go where | can write to you

| will do so since | came back | recelved a leter from you and

2 dagasreotypes. | was glad to hear that my leters went sate for

I began to think they had got misplaced. | llked the plctures
very well. Sarah Jane looked very natural but you got most to
serlous a look sorter |ike a preacher. | think the chlldren looks

a little ke thelr dad glvemy respects to all enquiring friends

from your affectlonate brother, Joel Waters.
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March 8th 1862 Bertrand MO
Dear brother | sleze the present opertunity to write you a few
Itnes to let you know that | am safe on teriferm after wading
swamps knee deep. | wrote you a leter about belng after Jeff
Thompson a few days ago. Well the orders came In the next night
after we got back about 2 oclock for us to pack up all our souldler
traps and be off agaln. Of course you know It had to be did so
we loaded up our wagons and started at day light. There was 2
regiments of us | supose New Madrid Is our destination from the
rout we took we got on the cars and went to Charlestown and started
south and went 12 miles and camped. Walied for mour trans to
come up which they dlident so untll| next day after they come up
we found out we wouldent get to New Madrid on that road without
going through a swamp 6 miles so we had to about face and come
back to Bertrand where we camped the flrst night we went after
Jeft Thompson. We got here yesterday evening after travellng
15 miles and wadlng a swamp for ; mile. There Is 7 reglments
camped here | think we wlll go to Saxton tomorow and go on that
road to New Madrld there Is about 20 thousand of our troops lying
down below there some place walting for us to move on with them.
Thls movement |s comanded by General {’ope Col Morgan |s comander
of the 4 brigade since we started | hcard our troops went and
took possession of Columbus without firing a gun It belng deserted
the rebels had burnt all thelr quarters and left a train of fire
burning so It would blow up the powder magazline when our troops
got In. They had also polsened a lot of bacon of which our men
dident partake. There is nothing to hinder the gun boats from
going to New Madrid as | know of while we attack them in the rear.
The news Is there was 18000 cecesh left Columbus and went to New
Madrid and to Union Clty which is on the |lne of Ky and Tenesee.
| think 1f they stop at New Madrid another wecks things will get
to hot to be healthy In that reglon. The great unifon ball s
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roling on to victory and 1+ will sweep cecesh wherever 11 goes.

| heard that the great stronghold Manasas was t+aken In Verglinla.
This may be the last opertunlity | may have but 1f we get to New
Madr1d and the rebels dont make me bl+e the dust | will write
agaln. My gun has got a ralsed slght that Is marked 900 yards
and 1+ wont be very safe for cecesh +o stand on falr ground that
distance. When we shot at Jeft Thompson there was a tens between
us and him or he would have been killed certainly for we shot
the ralls all to plecess Excuse my bad spelling for | am slting
in the woods wirting on our grub box. Glve my best respects to
all enquiring friends from.your affectionate brother Joel Waters.
P. S. dlrect your leters to Calro as before and they will folow
the regimente
-l*-!~II'*********************************** 39 I3 AN T EY R S Sl g

Camp near New Madrld Missour ! March 28th 1862

Dear brother | take pen In hand to wrlte you a few lines to et
you know that | am wel!l at present and hope you may all be the
same. This makes 3 leters | have wrote you and got no answer.
| hope you hear from me oftener than | hear from you. | wrote
to you about us taking New Madr1d of which you have heard by thls
+ime. | canot thinkof much to write to you at this +ime. lsland
No 10 seems to be a trump that wlll take booth bowers and ace
to take 1+. Comander Foote has been annoying them for 14 days
but havent routed them yet. Some days we hear they are evacuating
and other days we hear they are there still. Foote has thrown
about 2000 shells at them from +he mortars and about as many more
from the gun boats creatling great havoc amogst the rebels some
+imes. Some days we hear no flring but the bombardment domenced
last nlight at 12 oclock and 1s raging with great force at 10 oclock
+oday Island No 10 s bound to fall into our hands before long.

| think there 1s a land force being sent down through Ky to operate
In thelir rear « We would be over there from this place some of
us but we had no way to cross the river there Is about 42000 +roops
here they say halt that many would bo suficlent to hold thisplacce.
Thore Is a buyo or slough thot runs out of tho iMlsslissipl rivor
above New Madride Our forces s trying to yet boats through 1t
t+o New Madrlide | dont know whethor they wilil succeed or not.

| +hink our General Is working head work and 1f the rebels stays
at+ Island No 10 It wlll be cortaln destruction to thom. Thero
s 3000 of our troops at Polnt Ploasant 8 milos below hero. they
havo sunk two cecesh gun boats and taken two or threo transports
that come up from Memphis. They thought they would run tho blocade
and come up to lsland No 10. ¥ they try to run by HNow Madr1d
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with thelr woden gun boats they will certalnly get blown out ot
the water for our englneors haslmproved tho fortitications that

wo took and (paper torn) sbout 30 large guns to play on thome
There was a great casuality haponed hero after we took New Madrid.
Some of the boys out of the 51 |lls regiment picked up onc of

t+he shells that the rebels throwed that dident burst and fetched
1+ Into camp. It was lying around two or throe days when 2 felers
was fool enough to stlck 1t down In the ground and lay a coal

of fire on 1+ whon it e¢ploded and cut ono ot them Intwo and cut
+he other ones leg off. One plece of the shell foll into the

10 camp but hurt none of us. The health among the souldlers Is
very good hore. Wo only have 4 sick In the hospltal from our

reg. We have heard of the victorios of our troops has achelved

at Pea ridge In Arkansas Newburn North Carollnla and VWinchestor
Verginina which Is very encouraging. | have also heoard that General
Grant and Buell 1s golng on to Corlinth In Mississipl with near
80600 troops. | see by the papers that the 24 25 and 11 Indlana
regiments is In General Lew Wallaces dlvision with Grants forces.
We exp No 10 Is taken we wlll push on to the land of coton and
t+ake Memphls. We heard here that Commodoro Dupont had Hew Orleans
but the report aint much crediteds We soc by t+he papers that

Jeff Thompson has beon sliplng back Into Missour! with hls band

of theves disturbling peacefull cltlzens. Goneral Hallick has
Issued an order to hang all such bands that Is catched wlthout
Judge or Jury. General Pope has got a tolegraph llne run from
here to Calro slince we been here. Sometlimes Provislion Is very
scarce here. Only one ral! road to fetch It to Sixtown which

s 20 mllos from hore. |t takes our teams 2 days to go there

and back some of tho boys grumble about having to eat hard crackers
tor 2 or 3 meals some tImes without any meat or coffee. For my
part | could |lve on parched corn & day or so 1f | couldont get
any thing elses If you could hear our morters firing at Island
No 10 you would think thore was an awful storm conlng for thoy
almost shake tho earth and they are 10 mlles from here up the
rlver but | have got so famiiler with such things they dont annoy
me muche | wlll close by saying that | can stand up and shoot

at a cecosh as dellverate as If he was a dog for | was on picket
the other nlight whenone come up and shot at one of our plcket
guards with a shot gun but dident hit him. Aftor that | saw

3 sl!plng through a corn fleld about 100 yards off. | shot at
+hem and wounded one of them for | saw 2 of them aslsting him

to get away. | holered at them to know 1f 1+ hurt much but got
no answer. No mo/¢ but remaln your atfectlionate brother Joel Waters.
Write soon
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P.S. direct your leters to New Madrid Mo 10 Reg i11s Vollenteors

Co K care Capt Luske

’!l*l*lll*ii%**“’ %% &I--II-'II-I-*Ii*ll*l‘*l****i****l*l*%*i**ll**l"*i{

Aprile 5 1862 Camp near New Madr I d

Dear brother | take pen In hand to write you 8 tew hasty llnes

In answer to your leter which came to hand thls evening which

was malled the 2 ot Aprilo. It came very quick | got @ lotor
about 8 wek ago the noxt day after 1| wrote my |ast loter which

you have bot by this times i was gtad to hear you was woll |

am well at this time and hope you may be the same o |sland no

10 1s In the possesion of the rebels yet but they will soon have
to glve 1t upe Our forces has got boats through the buyo +o Now

Madrid and one of our gun boats run the blockade last night and

came to New Madride. Thore was a storm raging at the time and

1+ was very dark and the rebels fled 125 shots at her as she came

through but dldont hi+ her. Col Buford of the 27 Ills reg which
is above Island No 10 with our gun boats took 1800 Infantry 2

companys of cavelry and a batery of artilery on the 2 of Aprile
and went out to Union Clty and cleaned the rebels out of that

place. He burnt thelr tents took 20 prlisoners 300 horses 500
stand of small armse | havent hoard how many rebels was klllede.
There was 2 ot our mon k11led byloaded guns goling off while the

+onts was' burnings Col Buford came up on t+hem by surprise and

the rebels lett In 2 panlc. There was 1500 rebels our torces

came backe They thought the rebels might come trom the Island

and overpower thems 80 rebel souldlers has como +o Hickman and
Jolned our torces there. | heard our troops took yawls and skiffs
nlght betore last and sllped up and splked the guns on onc of

the rebel batery at the tstand the gun boat that run the blockade
was the Carrondolete The rebels 1s geting dlscouraged at the
Island so says the deserters. | mus? bring this to 2 close for

14+ 1s 10 oclock at nlght and our reg and 2 others Is under marchlng

orders and a betory of artllery wo was ordered to be ready at

5 oclock thls evenling but we havent left yete | dont know our
destination but | +hink we wlll be sent over the rlver. | leave

this with a friend 1f we jeave tonlght he will put this In the

offlces | will try and putmy trust in God so If we never meet

fn this land of +roubles we may meet In @ betor. Glve my rospocts

+o all enquiring frlends from your at fectlonate brothor Josl| Waters

New Madrid April the 6 We dident lcave last night but we are
st111 under marching orders with 2 days ratlons we may loave

at any moment and the order may bo contramanded but | look for
t1ghting soon when we get In the rear of the Island. The rebels
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may flght desperate but | think we will rout them. | will matfl
this when we start hope for the best goodbye dlrect your leters
camp near New Madr1d 10th 111s Volls Co. K care Capt. Lusk
*************************************************l****************
New Madird Aprlle 6th (1862)
6 oclock evening we are here yet but | think we wlll leave tonlght
from the looks of spades at headquar ters | think we wlll have
some dltching to do. The gun boat that |s at New Madrid went
down below here and knocked a rebel batery to pieces that was
5 miles on the other side ot the river and made the rebels leave
for tall timber. | see the 2 reg going towards New Madrid equiped
in fighting order one of them ts the 10 lowa all the troops that
s here 1s camped 23 mlels from New Madride. Only enough to manage
the guns Is In the torts. The 10 I11s 16+h 51st 111 and 26th
MO Is called the tourth divislon. The trees Is all out In leav
here we have some huge games of ball. Here the ground Is as level
as a barn floore. |f we go over the rlver to night the cecesh
will +hrow bals that is to hot to catch but 1f they glive us any
sight In the game we will win, =——=——=====7=7 April 7th 4oclock morninge
Ralning |ike fury, very dark. | think some more of our boats
run the blockade at the lsland there was heavy canon ading that
way betwen 2 and 3 oclock. Orders 1s for us to march at 5 oclock
good by (here apparently a part of this letter Is missing; another
sheet which appears t+o be part of the same letter beginsess
which 1s about 10 miles above here our gun boats 1s above that
island. | have heard heavy firing up that way. | think our boats
s attacking them at that place 1f they whip the rebels at that
place we wlll take the last boat they got for ! dont think they
will run by New Madr1d without belng sunk. They splked thelr
guns In the torts here with nalls which our men soon took ou?
all but one wich was splked with a rat tall file. They lett so
fast that they dldent call 1n some of thelr plickets and they took
off thelr shirts and held them up for a flag of truce. They sald
there was 40 rebels k1iled and they dident know how many wounded.
Wwhen Col Morgan took us In the forts we glve three cheers for
the old stars and stripes and it was responded to by 40000 union
men from thelr campsSe The way we bullt our breast works we tore
down fences and took the ralls and jald them on the ground t+hrough
a corn fleld and dug a ditch and throwed the dirt on them. About
2 oclock | went back to the rear after water and a 32 |b ball
struck a house not more than 2 feet from where | stood about a
minute before. You may hear great fales in the papers before
you get this but you may rely on this for facts for | was an eye
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wlitness. My pen cant describe half the cenery excuse haste from

your affectlonate brotherJoel Watters

(2T 2L ST LSS L AL SR L L LSS LSS LSS RS a S aa lstad el
Camp near Corinth Miss May 5th 1862

Dear brother | take pen In hand to let you know that | am well

and hope you may all be the same. | have not got any leters from

you since | been here. | have wrote 2 leters we are geting close

to Corinthe Our camp Is 6 miles from that place at this time.

We had a right smart fight on the 3 Inst we made a reconalsance

on the road towards Corfnth. Our camps was 4 mlles further back

at that time. Well we came on untl| we got about ; mlile on the

road towards Corinth from where our camps Is now when we came

up on the rebel plickets In the road 300 strong. We soon drove

them back ki1lling and wounding 20 and takling 13 prisoners, one

Captaln amongst them. They had cut trees down across the road

for about 100 yds and tore down a bridge across a small stream

In about 2 hours we had the trees cut out of the road and the

bridge ullt and fetched up 2 bateries and folowed after them.

We came up on them at a small town called Farmington about 4 mlies

from Corinth. They had a camp at the town of 4000 +roops and

a batery. Our baterles opened on them one to the right and the

other to the left. They stood for about 10 minutes when they

comenced falllng backs We came up after them In double quick

and drove them off so fast they had to leave thelr dead and wounded

on the fleld. Our reg and 16th |lls was on the right and suported

Hotelands batery. We came near out flanking them and geting

thelr batery but they out run us « We folowed after them untl|

we was within 3 miles of Corlnth when It was near sun down we

thought 1+ wouldent be safe to go any further and we came back

where the fight flrst comenced and lald down and slept sound until

morning. We treated them sorough they dident come out to see us

any more so we came back to where our camps is now. We have got

a strong plcket of cavelry out at the town. The rebels had 15

killed and 25 2wounded 5 of the wounded was out of the 10 reg

and 1 ou of co K« The rebels shot most to high the balls sung

over our heads |lke hornets when you throw a rock In thelr nest.

We lay flat on the ground when thelr bathery was playing on us

and we couldent sce anythling to shoot atl the same day we run them

out of the town General Pope took a foce of 3 reg off of the left

and went up to the rall road and took 75 prisoners and a locomotive

and 2 or 3 cars. The forces that was with us was 5 req. We

had plenty more not far off Buells forces has a skirmlsh every

day or so as he advances. Our whole forces here Is about the

same distance from Corinth and Is In the shape of a half moon.
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| dont know what transpires on any part of the |ines only Popes
but we clear every thing that Is In our way as we advance. |
am very thankfull that the great ruler of all things has protected
me so far from the rebels bulets for some of them comes mighty
close some 1imes but | think | am flghting In a good cause and
| will face them boldly puting my trust In the great God. | will
never run |lke a coward of they fall think as hal!. News papers
s very scarce here the last one | saw was dated 29th Aprile and
glve accounts of our torces having New Orleans. | think they
have got the rebels In a close place on the Miss rlver the news
s there that McClelan has taken York Town In Verglinla. | havent
saw any papers to conflrm 1t. | wrote a leter to Thomas Blrdwell
some time ago. | told him General Nelson had posseslon of the
rall road that run from Corinth east. | was mlistaken it 1s General
Mlitchel . The last | heard from him he was down towards Georgla
and had the rebs scared conslderable. We may have a big fight
here soon for we wiil soon have Corlinth surounded., | think our
forces wll| soon take the rall road that runs towards Memphls.
Prisoners that we have taken says 1f we get them surounded we
can starve them out In 10 days. | dont think Boregard will venture
out to fight us 1t he does he wlll meet with a warm reception.
We have got 4 slege guns planted here on the road where our |lines
crosses. | dont know what we have got atter | went 3 mile up
our |lnes towards the left our reg is on the extreem right of
Popes forces. The guards wont let a souldier leave hls reg far
the forces here forms a Ilne 10 miles long. Glve my respects
to all enquiring friends from your affectionate brother Joel
Waters. PS dlrect your letters Camp near Corlinth Miss 10th reg
I1ls Volls Co. K. care Capt Lusk Genl Popes forces
************************************ *****************ll***********
Camp 26 miles South from Corinth June 10 1862
Dear brother | take the present opportunity to drop you a few

l1nes to let you know | am well. | got 2 leters from home since
we left Corinth. One from you and one trom Sarah and was glad
to hear you wal all well. | will now give you a few details of

+he evacuation of Corinth of which you have heard by this time.

On the 28 of May we started from our dltches at Farmington and
advanced up to within 13 miles of Corinth and 3/4 of a mile from
one of thelr outslde forts which had 8 guns. We drove their plckets
Into their forts killing several. They had a betery of light
artllery near thelr plcket line which we charged bayonets on and
they dident have to use It on our bateries of light artilery behind
points of timber so they couldent get range on them with their
blg guns until we could get ourn up which we kept back to the
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rear we comenced throwing up breast works we worked about 15 minutes
when we heard the musketry comencing ratling Ilke fury off to

our right about ; of a mile. The rebels had sliped up through

a holow and charged one of Buells baterles that was suported by

a Wisconsin reg. They took 2 guns and commenced pulling them

off the 10 and 16 Il1s was ordered to take them back. We went

on double quick and flred one voley Into the rebels and charged

on them. They left the guns and run. The batery we was suportling
opened on them with cansliter shot and kllled 30 that | saw in

an orchard they run through. | dident take time to look around
for any more. We had 2 wounded In our reg. We come out lucky

for the shells bursted all around us. We went back to work on

our dltches and they dident bother us any more that day. At night
we fetched up 3 rlfled parot guns and planted them In falr view

of thelr outside fort about 1000 yds off. At day Iight we saw

the rebel flag floating In thelr fort. Our guns opened on them
the third round out thelr tlag down and came near striking one

of thelr guns. They raised the tlag agaln and fired |lke fury

at our fort. They had smoothe bore guns and their shot fell short
of the mark. By 10 oclock they stoped firing at us. We was ordered
to charge the fort at 1 oclock Just before we started they opened
out agaln and kept tiring at Intervals until night and we fetched
up 6 more slege guns and bullt another fort further to the left

to get a cross fire on them next day. That night we heard cars
runing all night about day !|1ght we saw a big smoke at Corlinth

and heard the blgest booming | ever heard. Our guns fired 2 shots
at thelr fort and got no answer and we started off and went into
the fort and found 1+ deserted. We had quite a race to see whose
flag would go In flrst. Our flag was the first to wave over the
tort. We went Into but some of Buells brigades beat us finto
Corinth. When we got In there, we saw they had left very hastlly
leaving camp equlpment and one ware house full of provision but
they had taken all thelr blg guns or burled them. | dident see
any of them. They burnt up a good many houses and blowed up thelr
magazine . Price and Vandorn went south and we took after them
and came up on thelr rear guard 8 miles south from Corinth. They
had crossed over a Iittle river called Tuscumbla burning the bridge
and planting a batery to keep us from crossing. They fired Into
our cavelry that evening 7 or & we soped (stoped) that night
mlile from the river. The next morning we sliped up on our hands
and knees to the river and saw cecesh on the other side tolerable
thicke | ralsed up to take a peep over a llttle stump and a ball
whistled about 4 In from my left arm. | blazed away and roled
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the felers tobacker. | shot him through the neck. They kept shootlng
at us every glimpse they got « They shot a sargeant of Co. E.
through the shoulder. Our Major glve the command to open out

down the |lne. We jumped up and glve them a full voley and they
started off |lke the devil was after them. | shot 5 times at

them In about 3 minutes. They opened thelr batery on us glve

us 4 rounds and pulled up stakes and left. We bullt a bridge

acrss the rlver wich Is about 30 ft+ wide. By 3 oclock that day

when we crossed we found 42 rebels kiiled by our balls. We pushed

on and camped at a small town 8 mlles further called Renzl. There
our cavelry took about 100 prisoners. The next day we went to
Boonville where our cavelry had made a charge on the Ohlo and

Mobile rall road and burnt a traln of 26 cars loaded wlth amunitlon
and about 3000 stand of small arms and a depot filled with provision.
a few days before we have been 5 miies below Boonvlille but couldent
come up wlth the rebels any more. We have taken about 500 prisoners
on thls road most of them was taken by the cavelry. The last

| heard from them they was golng south. | dont think they will

make a stand short of 100 mlles from Corinth. | guess they are
runing for the last ditch. Our wtoping place Is near Boonville
on a road that runs west toward s Memphls. | look for marching

orders for that place soon. What has been done by Buell and Grant
after the rebels | dont know. They went diferent roats. We have
been out of camp since the 28 of May. Have no tents or blankets
wlthus and lay around on the ground at night llke indlans. We
have no cookling utenslis but broll our meat and make coffee In

tin cups. Chlckens Is scarce and high. They roost In the tops

ot trees. Contfederate scrip Is profitable. 1|f you got it you
cant spent It by thatmeans you can save your money. Green backs
Is In good demand. You can buy any thing the natlves has to sell
with them, young potatoes Is to be had by scratchling In patches
blackberys Is ripe, wheat Is cut what little there Is. After

we past Corlinth there was a man and 3 women come on the slde of
the road and and waved handkerchletfs at us. One was a good looklng
gir! the flrst one | saw for 3 months. | think she was e pluribus
unum. The weather Is tolerable hot here in the day and cool at
night. The health Is very good In our reg beter than It was In
New Madrid. | sent you a leter from Farmington with $15.00 in

It by Mr. Scare*t of Alton. Let me know It It come to hand.

Tell Sarah to let me know when that weding Is coming off and |
wlll have lob squash tor diner that day. Give my respects to

all enquiring friends, your affectionate brother Joel Waters
direct to Corinth Miss 10th Ills Volls Co. K care Capt Lusk, Gen

Popes Division.
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Camp four mlles south from Corlnth onOhio and Mobile rall road
June 20th 1862

Dear brother, | take pen In hand to write you a few |lnes In answer
to your leter which came to hand yesterday of the 8th Inst. |
was glad to hear you was all wells | am well at this time. There
has not much transplired since | last wrote which was at Boonvlille
10th Inst. We have moved back to this place wlith the main Army
leaving a force at Boonvllle to guard the rall road which Is repaired
to that place and cars runing from Corlinth. | was at Corinth
day before yesterday. | saw 3 locomotlives and a good many flat
cars In runing order and 100 men at work bulliding new cars. They
are repalring all the rall roads that comes into Corinth and communication
will be open from every direction soon. | hear Commodore Davlises
fleet has left Memphls for Vicksburg. | think his rams has buted
every obstructlion out of the river by this time. The news Is
here that Mitchel has taken Chatanuga In eastern Tennessee which
cuts off one of the mall rall roads to Virginias Things seem
to be on a stand stlil!l at Richmond. | think Boregard has sent
some of hls troops there since he evacuated Corinth. | think
Hallck has sent part of the army from here to reenforce McClelan.
| think part of Boregards army has made a stand at Oakalona 75
mites south from here some of them at Grenida south of Memphis
1f they have | think we wlll be after them soon as the rall road
Is fInlshed to Corinth so we can get provision handy. When the
rebels left Corinth they took every thing from the people In the
country and left them In a starving conditlion. They even took
the mllich cows and the calves was so hungry they had to lean agalnst
the fence to ball as we passed by. | saw men and women wlth carts
going around camps we left plcking up scraps of provislion. They
come Into our camps every day beging. | hear the ald socleties
In the north has sent a lot of provislons to relieve thelr suffering.
We have a fine tIime here nowour camps Is In the woods. We have
cut off all the shrubes and scraped the ground smoothe as a barn
floors There Is good springs near our camps and a crick to swim
Ine There 1s fish In the crick but so many flshermen they are
geting scarce. There Is a miil|l on the crick. The souldiers heard
the owner was cecsh and they rolled the mill stones in the dam
and tore every thing upside down. Our Col is promoted to a Brligadier
General and has command of Palnes Division Paln being home on
slck furlow. The weather Is very pleasant now we had a buly raln
a few days ago the air has been cool ever since but | fear It
will soon be hot enough to make up for pleasant weather. We may
be stationed here unt!! fall If the rebs dont intrude on us to
muche |f we are | will try to get a furlow to come home a few
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days but things Is very uncertain In thls war. The rebs may loom

up some place called the last ditch but If McClelan takes Richmond

soon and scares the rebs out of Virginla | dont think Jeffy Davis

can come the caper any more called the fast ditch. Give my respects

to all enquiring friends from your affectlonate brother Joel Watters.

excuse these few llnes. | hope to have more of Importance to

wrlte next time. P. S. Direct to Corinth Army Miss 10th Reg Ills

Volls Co. K care Capt Lusk...The news 1s around camps that General

Pope and some more of our big offlcers has gon to Washlngton to

spend the fourth of July. | havent saw the general for a few

days It may be so.

YT rereErrrrrrer s e Y PSS 2SS S SIS SIS SIS S22 S XSS XL SR S S SR g
Tuscumbla, Alabama Aug 20th 1862 First Division Second Brlgade

Army of Miss.

Dear brother | tke the present opportunity to write you a few

Ilnes to let you know that | am well at this time and In good

splrits. | recelved yours and Thos Birdwells leters of 3th and

5th Inst and was glad to hear you was all well. | wrote a leter

to you from thls place but got no answer yet. We have not had

much flghtlng to do since we been here. Two companys of our regiment

was out scouting last week and surprised 84 rebs and took them

prlsoners without loosing a man. We have plcked up about 150

at dlterent times since we been here, onc Col and several Captalns.

One night last we some rebs tore up the rail road 4 miles east

of town and throwed the locomotive and 2 cars off killling one

fireman and wounding 3 other men. Our regiment went out and scoured

the country and arrested every man we could find for miles around.

One old cecesh was rather bolder than the rest and came near geting

a slfter made out of his hlde. We took forth thousand dolars

worth of property from him to pay damages. General Pane has come

back and taken command of us. He made a speech and sald guarding

rebel property was plald out. He sald we would use their property

with a lavishe hand. Told us to milk thelr cows or take anythling

we wanted « CEvery regiment here has taken 60 nlgs to cook and

drive teams ad we have got two or three hundred In town loading

their masters coton on cars to ship north. When we want wood

we drive up to a fence and load it on the wagons. The pollcy

Is to bleed the rebs In the pocket and body both at once. | heard

General Pope has whiped old Stone Wall Jackson at Culpeper Virginla.

Stone Wall has found hls match for when Pope strikes out he generaly

goes home on the cecesh. The rebs Is very biter agalnst Popes

pollcy of carying on war and swear revenge on him and his officers.

They wont scare Pope much by gassing. Let them keep thelr shirts
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on a litle while longer. We have been handling them with gloves
on long enough. We are goling to make them weep and wall and gnash
their teeth before this war ends. We will take their property

and lay thelr country waste. Let the tratorous suns of bltches
come on. They cant scare us for we alnt the scary kind. They
have fetched war on us and let 1+ be war to the knife our flag
shall never be trampled In the dust 1f we have to lay thelr whole
country In ruin. | expect we will soon be moved on towards East
Tenn for the rebs Is geting desperate up there for a fight if

the old flirst dlvision gets up there we will sadisfy them 1f they
wlll stand long enough for General Pane Is galant and bold. HIs
spirlt 1s tremendous and fearful to behold. He 1s In for devouring
cecesh body and soul. We hear of the rebs playing smash but come
to find out they got the worst of the bargain. They had a fight
near Cumberland Gap last week and the rebs got handled tolerable
rought. It Is reported the ram Arkansas s blowed up to keep

from belng captured. | think the whole Southern Contederacy will
soon be captured or blowed up. General Morgan will be consigned
+o some other dlvision since Pane has come back. We wlll regret

+o see him leave for he has drilled us from raw recrults to be

well discliplined souldiers and we are very much attached to hime.

| am gld to hear old housler State Is wide awake to put down the
rebellon the rebels has got akk the men in thelr ranks they can
ralse. We got 60000 more we will raln bulets on them. They sald
the nortern mud sills couldent come to the south to fight them

they sald 1f the Yankees got to New Orieans yelow Jack would devour
them. They sald huge galinipers would devour them in Florida

at Memphis they would find large aligators at thelr breakfast
Tables and small ones In thelr boots. In Atabama the moon was

to turn us to lunatics, but to thelr great dismay we stand the
climate beter than they do. There Is no febers here except the
powder fever thats nothing after you get ust to it. | hear thear
was a great calf seedadle on account of the draft but | am sadisfled
no free born housler wasent In I+. Excuse thisorthography glve

my respects to all enquiring friends from your affectlonate brother
Joel Waters. Enclosed find $5.00 frald to risk any more from

here. P. S. dlirect to Tuscumbia Alabama 10th Reg llls Volls Co.

K care Capt Lusk

***************************************'II-*************************

Camp Rock River Nov 25th 1862

Dear brother | take the present time to drop you a few llnes In
answer to your leter of Oct 26th forwarced tfrom Loulsville which

came to hand next day after | wrote from thisplace. | also got
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one you sent to Capt Lusk he belng sick at Nashville. Since we

been out here he sent me the leter with a note saying he answered

It. | was glad to hear you was all well. It made me laught to

think you had to go two forty on a plank road to see me and get

dlsapointed. You needent run so next time for If | ever get that

close to home a whole brlgade couldent guard me from coming home

and staylng a few days but | dont think we will ever have the

luck to get up In old KY any more. | hope the dogs of war has

barked thelr last bark up that way. | am well at thls time and

In good splrits hoping you may all be the same. Our Capt has

been very sick but sends word he wlll soon be able to come to

the Regte Our Liutenants we first had one reslgned at Camp Big

Spring and the other got dlshonorably dlscharged at Tuscumbla

for Insultling language to the Col. Our first Liut now was orderly

seargant untl| the others left. HIis name Is James Rodgers, we

got no second Lleut at this time. Since we been here nothlng

of Importance has transplred that | have heard of. About a dozen

of us the other night attacked turkey roost and captured 9 prisoners.

We had a skirmish on some geese they trled to outflank us with

thelr right and left wings but we repulsed them and captured the

whole flock. Gen. Critendens Corps of the Army has come through

and camped near us there Is about 30000 most all new Regts from

Ind and Ohlo but | dident see any that | knowed. |f there Is any In

new regts let me know and | will look for them. We had a Iight

snow here about the time you had upthere. We havent had scarcely

any raln this fall and the Cumberland River Is very low which

prevents our gunboats fromshowing thelr ugly nozes to the rebs.

I will bring thls to a close as | cannot think of much to write

but hope to have more next time. Glve my respects to all enquiring

frlends from your affectlionate brother Joel Waters P.S. Direct

to Nashville Tenn 10th Regt I!ls Volils Co. K.

FE 66T I I 6T I IE I I I HE I 32T I 3609 I6 36 3 3 0 39 002 96N

P« S. we havent been paid for near 5 months and money 1s ouska

speled send 25 cts worth of postage stamps.

FEHEIE I I I I I I I IESEIE I I I I I3 I 36 3690 363396 93 6 ¢
7th Divislon 2th Brigade 14th Army Corps Department of the

Cumber | and Nashville Feb 20th 1863

Dear brother | again take the present time to write you a few

Ilnes In answer to your leter from Loulsville which has come to

hand. | am truly sory that you went to so much trouble on my

account. Excuse me for not writing sooner for | almost forget

home while things goes smoothly and | dont aprehend any danger.

| wrote a leter about the first of thls month renovating my good

health and safety from the batle fileld which you have got by thls

time If 1+ wasent misplaced. | am well at this time and hope
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thls may find you all the same. | havent got much news o write

thls time every thing s qulet on t+he Potomic last accounts but

out her In Tenn about 40 mites trom Nashvlile Is a huge monster

which makes the rebs stand agast for Gen Rosecrans Is flghting

man on wheels and every thing looks gloomy In the future for the

rebs. There has been about 40000 reenforcements aded to our side

since they ben at Mur freesborough and iarge pontoon trains |s

golng out whichindlicates a forward moovement soon whlich will drive

the rebs out of Tenn. | hope the regs bet awfuly whiped at Ft.

Donaldson slince | last wrote of which you have heard. The prospect

of takling Vicksburg Is st111 progressing and | hope betore long

+he rebs will be routed from all their strong holds. There Is

conslderable axcltement here amongst the souldlers on account

of the niger question. There s a great many opposed to old Abes

pollcy but | think i+ will blow over wlthout any evll conslquences.
| dont think they will arm the arkeys and put them to tight with

us. |f they do 11+ wlll be a good way to get rid of them for wat

the rebs dont shoot we will 1f they put them with us to fight.

{f they do arm them they must send them ot to South Carollna or

some other sea port where there [s no white souldlers...except

1+ Is the abolltlonlst and nlger lovers which 1s keeping up the

war. | think whenLincoln arms the nigers he 1s over steping the

bounds and glving the regs a good platform to fight on. | belleve

1f t+he niger question has never been agitated this war would be

over. | go In for using the darks towork on our forts while the

war lasts but not to fight in the ranks with us. After the war

s over sell them to the highest bider to help pay expnses. They

had beter be Insiaverythan turned loose In the north which will

cause trouble 1f they are but we have got war In our country and

we must clean out the rebels In the south and then | think 1%

will be a small job to rout the coperheads In the north which

is 11king out thelr toungs at us. While we are trying fo save

the country the abolitlons and peace makers 1s [1ke small purps

whenblg dogs Is flghting. They are back In the rear braking.

it they get to savage you must clean them out. | hope the time

will soon come when peace wlll be restored once more never to

be dlsturbed again. From your af fectionate brother Joel Waters.

*‘l****************************************************************

Camp Nashville Tenn June 8th /63

Dear brother | take the present time to wrlte you a few lines

to Inform you that | am well at the present and hope you may all

be en joylng the same good blessings. | recelved your leter of

24 may which started that you had the hen $lew endways or something

similar to that. | hope you have dlscarede it and may bee all
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right agaln. The health In the army Is very good here. One of

the 10 Michlgan privates was charmed by some coperhead some tlme

last winter and went up north. He was caught and fetched back

as a deserter. Our Divislonwas taken out In the scurbs of the

clty and formed into a squar the poor souldler was put Into the

center of the dquar siting on his cofln. 12 men was detalled

out of his regt and statloned 20 paces form him. After the preacher

prayd for him the time he was alotted to llve when his +ime was

up he stood up on a sa! (paper torn) the men that was to shoot

him (paper torn) down on his coffln hls eyes was (paper torn)

at a slgnalfrom one of the off (paper torn) guns went off as one

and 6 (paper torn) hls body his death lays at the (paper torn)

trom the sines of the times there will be a general moove soon.

There has been a good many troops come In from KY and gone to

the front within the last week. We had marching orders yesterday

morning at 8 oclock but they was countermanded. Gen Morgan is

about to take command of cavelry at the front. He Is trylng his

best to get hls old regt 10th to be mounted and go with Im. We

have been here so long we are attached to the place. It will

break Into a good many felows arrangements for some of them Is

desperately In love with the falr sex and there will be a good

many crockadlle tears shed for they think a good deal of those

blue coated Yankees. O0ld Charley Lewis of our Compy got marled

to a buxom wid last week. He was an old batch of 50 used to belong

to the regulars, Gen Grant has got Vicksburg Invested mighty close

unless Johnson gets an awful force In his rear. The Gibralter

Is gound to fall. The rebs Is getin very uneasy In front they

(here paper torn; opposite side of above missing portlons)...

some heave rlconolsances on our llnes...days ago but they was

hansomely repulsed...to the front. I" wlll write agaln soons..

Is In comand In Nanshville now...taken comand of Cavelry at FranklIn

your affectlionate brother Joel waters

LR E s e RS 2 SR R S 2RSS R TR R R R R R R st r ey
Head qrs Co K 10th [lls Nashville July 8th/63

Dear brother | take the present time to write you a few |lnes

renovating my good health hoping this may find you enjoylng the

same blessing altho | have not got any answer to my last leter

which | wrote 8th June | have been very anxious to hear from you

slnce them rebs-was through old Harrison Co. so near my old home

stead | felt Ilke being up that waybut | felt confldent that they

would meet with a warm reception which they did. From accounts

them Houslers was most to sweet form them | hope you blinked at

them through the sights of your old fuzee which | know you did

If you got half a chance. | will bet there was some awful charging
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done. Well everythling has been excltment for the last week In
Nashville. We had one of the grandest fourth of Julyes | ever
witnessed. The Stars and Stripes tloated from most every house
top and window In the city. The souldlers and cltlzens marched
out to the shady groves on the outskirts of town and the grass
tlew higher than tree tops with thelr dancing and klcking up
of heels. There was a stand for speak Ing and some of the best
orators of the day was In atendance. Parson Brownlow, Profeser
McCoy Gov. Johnson and others to numerous to mentlon. They gave
t+he bogus confederacy flts you bet. Our Colored Brlgade marched
out |lke regulars with a black Col mounted on a fine horse sash
on and a sword llke a sythe blade swung +o his side. A band of
niger minstrels at the head of thelr colums playing Hall Columbia
hapy land hall ye heroes of the colered brig and they marched
around through the City and and the way the cleared the streets
of vehlcles and every thing that opposed them. The sun was In
a partial ecilps for bout 2 hours flinaly they went to the government
yards sout of tows A such and an other fume was ralsed with thelr
f1dlIng and dancing. Every thing passed off very quiet except
a few souldlers and citlizens got t1ght but that was all looked
over by the military authoraties belng It was the fourth of July.
Well Gen Rosecrans has got the rebs about scared out of their
boots and they are abandoning Tenn. The news was confirmed here
+his morning of the surrender of Vicksburg to Gen Grant on the
fourth 1st. The blg guns here made the hills quake for mlles
around and caps flew high In the air. The news Is here thatGen
Mead 1s slay mashing Lee and hls whole army and captureing every
thing he has got since he made the rald Into Pensylvanla. | f
1+ Is so | think the southern Federacy am busted. One brlgade
of our Divislon Is at Furfreesboro (probably Mur freesboro) since
Rosecrans moved. Our Regt Is guarding tralns on t+he RR from here
+o Tullahoma 2 companys every day Co K goes tomorrow. There s
detalls made out of each Company to guard the contraband camp
at present. More anon. Your affectlionate brother Joel Waters
******************************************************************
Fosterville Tenn July 28th /63 Co. K 10th 111s Infty
Dear brother | take the present t+ime to write you a few lines
in answer to yohr leter of 14th which came to hand latelye.
was hapy to learn you came out of the fight so well with John
Morgan. | think you done fline not being exper lenced. 700 of
you makling a stand agalnst 5000 of the best Southern Cavelry that
ever stradled horses. It Is a great wonder they dident chop your
heads off with their sabers and take a game ot ten pins with them
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for amusement. | am very soryto learn that Peter Glenn was killed

and hls house burn up. | saw the account of the rald In the papers

which stated Glenns son was shot through both thighs. The same

time his father was kllleds | see by yesterdays paper that they

have snaled him at last In Ohio. The Housler and Buckeye States

have been the death of him. He stole horses and green backs anden joyed

chldkens and whiskey qulte treely for a few days but all that

was poor compensation for the killing and capturing of hls whole

command. | hope now they have got Morgan our Generals willl retallate

heavy on them for the way they are dolng with some of our offlcers

In their posseslon. | think Morgan ought to be treated as a highway

rober and murderer for he has allowed his men to murder tn cold

blood tn hundreds of cases and commit all klnds of depridations

not known In clvillzed warfar. Our Dlvision lett Nashville on

20th our Regt at thls tIme Is at Fosterville, a small vilage 15

miles south of Murfreesboro on the Chatanuga R R with 2 sectlons

of 10th Ohlo batery and 2 Compys of Tenn Cavly guarding the R.

R« our division belongs to the reserve Corps and will garison

Murfreesboro and try and keep the R. R. open. Nothing of importance

Is transpiring In front lately. 5 blg trans of cars passes every

day loaded with hard tack and sow bely for unkle Sams boys. When

Rosey gets ready he will make the rebs trot again. We are getling

tat out here roastenyears and blackberys Is In full blast. bushwackers

makes themselves scarce for Col Stokes Tenn scouts lives In those

hills and they shoot the hind sights off of them. Wrlte soon

and let me know wether Morgan got yourmule. P. S. direct to

Murtreesboro Tenn from your affectionate brother Joel wWaters.

P. S. head your leters Ellzabeth, Ind so my frlends could answer

them 1f any thing hapens to me.

La a2l SR LTSRS RS T TR L LR RN L LR TR TR 933 I I I N R
stevenson Alabama Sept 1+h /63

Dear brother | embrace the present moment to give you a few detalls

of what has transplred since 20th of Aug the time we pulled up

stakes at Fosterville. Gen Grangers grand Davis of the reserve

Corps belng on the moove of which we belong our Brig Ist becing

in advance we struck out golng through Shelbyville and comling

up In the rear of Columbia 45 miles In 2 days making 200 ot Biffels

gurilas walk glnger. Much to the surprise of the natlives we stoped

a tew days long enough to catch all the chlickens and capture all

the bee hives we struck out south for Athens Ala. At Linnville

Tenn 16 miles from Columbla 2th Brig Dan McCooks being behlnd

us was fired on by cltizens and gurllas and 2 men was wounded.

Theycaptured some ot the rebs and burnt the town. When we got

to Elkton Tenn our Cavel dashed in and took 50 of Forests scouts

prisoners killing 3 or 4 no loss on our side. 10 deserters came
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In and jolined our Army. The prlsoners sald they was glad our

men took them so they could get some good coffe which they hadent
smelt for 2 years. One of them ofered me $5.00 In scrip for a

deck of cards and the cltlzens along the road would glve as much
for $1.00 in green back as they would for $5.00 In scrip. Plenty
of the women sald they would glve any thing they had for a pound

of coffe. We stoped a while at Athens then struck out east towards
Chatanuga coming through Huntsvillie Ala makling this place on 7th
ist. The dustlest looking chaps you never saw we traveled over

200 mlles. The country north of the Tenn R in Ala Is almost deserted.
we came through fowns large as Corydon (In Indlana) not more than

a doz people fiving In them. Thls place is where the Nashvllle

and ChatanugaR.R makes a Junction with the Memphis and Charleston
R. R. We are about 35 mlles from Chatanuga. |t 1s 15 mlles to

Br Idgeport where the R. R crosses the Tenn River. The third Brlg
started yesterday 2th starts this evening. We have orders for

19 days rations to start tomorrow. | think Grangers whole force
will cross at Bridgeport and moove tor the rear of Chatanuga.
General Rosey Is closing In on them and has passed a tew comp | iments
Into the place composed of shells. | understandBurnslides {s coming

through Last Tenn. I+ Is my opinfon the rebs had beter trot soon
or they will be out flanked on every side and awfuly whiped.
There |s 200 deserters come In here with good horses walting to
Joln our army. There Is a negro regt here. | will write aqain
soon I{ | dont get a free pass to Richmond. Your atfectlonate

brother Joel Waters.
*l************************************I 'EETEEE L 8 PETT TR R TR L LS % %

Bridgeport Ala Sep 21h /63
Dear Brother | take the present t+ime to Inform you that | am well
at this time and hope you may all be enjoying the same good glessing.
| recelved your leter of 17th Aug. | was sory to hear Father
got throwed by a wild colt. | hope he may bee over his brulses
by thls time and have beter success next tlme he ridec. Well
you can see by thls that we dident yo fo the tront as we expected
by the statement of the leter | wrole at Stevenson. We came on
to thls place and Chatanuga being evacualed by the time we got
here our Brig was ordered 1o stop herc. All the rest of Gen Grangers
forces has gone to the front. Gen Rosey has made the rebs trot
30 mlles from Chatanuga. Brayy has been superceded by Johnston.
I+ Is suposed that his army has been hcavlly reenforced by Fltzhuan
Lee from Verglnia and several other Generals. They have backed
up agalnst Plgeon Mountalns In Georgla and trying to hold old
Rosey at bay but he ls coming up with a power ful army fo glive
them fight. The flghting has been golng on for 2 days. The rebs
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has scouted from some of thelir poslitions. We can hear the dogs

of war howl at this place. There has been 3 or 4 thousand deserters
and prlsoners come through here. They all say If Rosecrans whips
them this time the war wlil soon end for the privates will disband
and goe home. It Is all thelr offlcers can do to keep them now.
Since we been here we have been at work every daybullding platforms
and sheds to put army suplys In. The rebs burnt all the houses
and Depots when they left the place. It looks |lke a blg ship
yard here to see the ploneers and souldlers making the chips fly.
The R. R Bridgels being constructed tast as possible across the
Tenn River. The maln bridge will be framed at Cinclinnat!l O and
tetched here on the cars. All the provision that goes to the
front has to be transported by wagons. The rebs fortatlied this
place very strong before they lefts There Is 5 forts we have
I1ght artllery Insome of them for the rebs to face If they come
round. The weather has been very cool for the past week there

has been 2 heavy frosts. Our niger Jack got drowned In Flint
river while we was on the march which | dldent state Inmyother
leter. We got him In Tuscumbla. Give my respects to all enquiring
trlends, your affectionate brother Joel! Waters.
****************************************l 3636936 36 206 636 3 06 6 JE K0 I I 6 36 3 D6
Camp Andersons Crossing 40 miles north east from Brldgeport

Oct 16th /63

Dear brother | embrace the present time to write you a few lines
to let you know something about times and things in general.

In the first place you can see we have pulled up steaks and troted
from Bridgeport. The cause of us leaving was the reble cavelry
crossing the River above Chattanooga on the night of the 4th ist
making a rald on our rear. Soon as the news got to Bridgepor?

our Brlg was ordered out on a torced march for this place where
t+here was a large wagon traln crossing t+he Mountains. We made

t+he trip In 12 hours but when we got here the rebs was here and
had cleaned out the guards and burnt about 300 wagons and was
trying to burn more, there being about 600 In the traln but we
pitched Into them so desperate they had to fall back. We outflanked
the fourth Alabama Cav and too 100 prisoners k111ing and wounding
about 50 . The balance of the regt left their horses and got away
in +he Mountalns. Soon after we got here a Divis of our Cav came
on and started after the rebs that was makIng for the R. R. fto
destroy It. They succeeded in geting to the R. R and buring a
bridge and tearing up the track which stoped the cars from runing
tor 3 or 4 days. Our Cav came up fo t+hem at several places and
threshed them |ike fury. They tried to burn a bridge where a
Negro regt was guarding and got cleaned out. | hear they are
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trying to get back across the River. | dont know how they wlll
succeed but amconfldent they wlll be worsted considerable. There
has beenheavy rains the last 4 days. The Tenn River Is ralsling
tast which may bring gun boats and transports up. | expect there
will be another blg fight at Chatanoog soon. The rebel army Is
st111 in front of Rosey. Booth flanks of thelr Army rests on

the rlver above and below Chatanooga. When they come near Rosey
sets hls Bull purps to barklng at them. Brl1dgeport & Stevenson
s full of +roops from the Eastern Army. | thinkthey are holding
back for some of Grants Army then they will make a flank moove

on the rebs. There was quite a sad disaster at Bridgeport the I
day before we left. 30 men was detalled to load amunitlion on

wagons. Whlle they was at work 2 men got to quarling and let

a box of caped shells fall on the ground top downwards which exploded
k11ing 12 men and wounding 15 others seting the whole plle of

200 boxes on fire which blew up causing every body to stand clear

for half a mile behind breastworks and trees, One man was k1lled

out of our Regt. The others belonged to 60th Ills. 1t was lucky
t+hat 11 the amunitlon was notlost. Our regt had jJust got back

from Chattanooga. We took 200 wagons loaded with amunition which

was In the same plle a few days before. We are camped In the
Sequatsey Valey at present where the trains goes over the Cumberland
Mountains 20 miles north of Chattanooga. The Valey Is 2 miles

wide and we have throwed up earth works across from one Mountaln

+o the other. |f the rebs comes to burn any more wagons they

will meet with a warm reception. We draw half rations and forage
the rest off the country. Rosey sends trains out and they are
tak!ng all the corn cattle and hogs In the country to make up

what the rebs destroyeds. Our Company |s mounted on reble horses
that we captured. We are sent out to scout through the country
every day and plck up stragling rebs. Me and 2 other comrades

was out the other day and come across 14 rebs which mad us |imber

to the rear but we got reenforced and got after them and captured
the whole squad after sending a foley of miney balls into them.

One ball golng through one of thelr pates and ralsing the bark

on anothers arm. They done some close shooting but nary hit.

3 or our boys was out atter chestnuts on the Mountains wlthout

thelr guns and come across a reb with a gun. They got behind trees
and pelted him with rocks and took him prisoner. When we was

at Chattanooga | went out to our breast works which 1s about 4

miles from the river. | could see the reble line of battle about

2 mlles further. Our boys was in good spirits and confldent of
holding the rebs in check. Our men let some of thelr blg guns

loose at them and our boys would whoop |lke indians. The dlstance
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from Bridgeport toChattancoga this side of the Rlver Is 60 miles
which makes hard scratching to get suplys to the front. The suplys
went up on the other side which 1s 25 mlles until the rebel Army
closed Intothe river. Thls makes the fourth leter | have wrote
and got no answer. The Mountalns looms up on each side of us

here and we get no papers. | hardly know what transpires In the
out side worlde | am In good health at present hoping you may

all be enjoylng the same good blessinge Glive my respects to all
enquiring friends and reserve a good portlon for your self from
you affectlonate brother Joel Watters. Write soon. P. S. dlrect
to Brldgeport Alabama Co. K 10th Ilis Infty. Excuse forgetfullness.
You sald In our of you leters you would |lke to know the best
paper In lllss | think the wekly State Journal edlted at Springfield
wil! glve the most Information of llls troops at $2.00 per anum.
B9 A6 I I W36 I IS W I I I I I I I I I W I I I I I I I I NI I I I X
Camp Caldwell Tennist. Brig 2nd DIvis 14th Army Corps Dec 21th
1863

Dear brother | sleze the fewllesure moments | have to let you

know that | st1ll have a hole skin alto the rebs trled to make

a hole In It but dident succeed. Well to proceed with the details
of our trip Into diseys land and the great skedadle of the reble
chivalry. In the first place 1t was harped around that our Army
was golng to cross the river above Chattanooga on the nlght of

the 22th Nov. We got orders to march. We got to within 6 mlles
of Chatanooga and was halted In a valey out of sight. The rebs
had ordered to bulld no fires or make any noise. |t was raining
all night but we stood 1+ untll day Iight not knowing what would
come next. Soon we heard the tramp of many feet and here comes

a great host ot yanks and pontoon boats led on by the galant Sherman.
We looked for dunder and blltzen for we could get on the ridge

and look over at the rebs canon and see their bayonets gllisten

on mislon ridge. Our Generals never daunted at such things.

After lying still 2 days geting thelr forces concentrated every
thing belng ready at 3 oclock on the morning of 24th about 50
pontoon boats loaded with yanks shoved out from thls slde, went
over and captured the reble plickets by day!ight there was 20000
across stretching across flelds for miles to the left our Division
Jeff C. Davises crossed at 10 oclock and was held In reserve by
Gen Sherman to hold the pontoon bridge. By night all the troops
was across maklng about 30000. The left of the line rested on
mison rldge without much resistance. All this time Gen Hooker

was having a terible battle for the occupation of Lookout Mountaln
driving the rebs from their strong position. That night they
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evacuated Lookout. Morning 25th +he battle comenced heavy on
the left. Our men flghting them so close thelr |ines was broken
they weakened thelr center to suport their right and left. When
our men made a charge on mlslon ridge capturing 42 pleces of artilery
and driving them |tke chaff before the wind. That night at 12
oclock our Divls was ordered to move. We went around the extreme
lef+ of our army and struck the Knoxville Rall Road at Chickamauga
Statlon 10 mlles in the rear of Chatanooga. We saw a blg smoke

and soon found they was burning t+helr suplys. We soon come up

to thelr rear guard thelr maln army belng In full retreat. We
pressed them so close t+hey was forced to stand and make some show
of fights Co. K C and B of our Regt and B of 21 Ky was dep loyed

as skirmlshers and advanced on them when they opened on us with

3 pleces of artilery and musketry. Still we kept advancling on

+hem untll we got over the brow of a hill tn 25 yds of thelr batery
when Adjtant Gen Wiseman ordered us tocharge on them. When we
charged on the double qulck capturing thelr 3 canon and about

100 prisoners our loss was 18 wounded and 2 klllede 5 of the
wounded belonged to our Compye. We drove a hole Brig a mile.

|t we had bensuported In tlime we would have captured all of them.

| shot ones hat off and took 3 prlsoners. They hit one tree that
was behind 3 times and some of their bulets sung uncomfortably
close to my pate. Our forces coming up folowed on after them.

Gen Battes Brig of our Dlvis belng in advance coming onto them

at dark having a fight In the dark which tasted about 1 hour.

|+ was so dark we couldent tell frlend from foe. Finaly the rebs
drawed or leaving 4 pleces of artilery 10 or 12 wagons In our
posesion 12 menwounded and 2 kliled in Baties Brig. We cmaped

tor the nlght pursuing them next day to Ringold Georgia capturing
about 500 prisoners 7 pleces of artilery a good many wagons loaded
wl+h meal and bacon besides divers and sundries of things they

was compeled to burn. After staying at Ringold one night Gen
Shermans forces was ordered to Knoxville after Longstreet who

was reported to be mooving on Burnside with 40000. We started

out on a forced march averaging 25 mlles a day. When we got within
50 mlles ot Knoxville we heard the regs had made a charge on the
place and was repulsed. Longstree? hear ing ot Shermans torces
coming was geting away through the Mountains fast as he could.

We went on and crossed one branch of Tenn Rlver at Morgan fown

and went 25 miles south east from Knoxvllle finding Burnsides

was safe and Longstreet In his hole we started back camping 5
days on Hlawasa River 40 miles from here arrlving at this place

on the 19thist every man beling in comand of an army corps of grey
backs blg as wheat gralins not having a change of clothing tor
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30 days. We took no suplys with us but llved off the country

pressing all the mills In the country to grind meal and flower

and golng down on rlch rebs smoke houses for meat atCharleston

we captured a trlan of 6 cars loaded withprovisions. Our cav

having tore up the track so they couldent get away. The unlon

sentiment 1s very sfrong In some parts that we went throughe

The ladles God bless thelr |ittle hearts came out and caried the

Amer lcan flag before us . i+ almost made me shed tears to see

1t. They cried whenthey saw us coming back. May they be de! tvered

$rom the hand of the oppressor forever. | recelved your leter

of 10th Nov and was hapy to hear of your good health. This place

is where a pontoon bridge was lalde Wwe have orders o moove in

a day or SO Roosville 8 miles southof Chatanooga o go In winter

quarterse. Some of our froops s at Ringold. | dont think our

army will make any more moove before sping unless the rebs make

some demonstratlons agalnst us of which | think they are slck

of doing for the present. You have heard all the news in the

papers ere +his so 1+ Is nonsence for me to write any more. We

have been pald off ately. One of our boys starts for tils In

a few days. |f eh goes | will glve him a leter with money to

mall from Loulsville. More anofe. Respects to all friends you

affectionate brother Joe! Waters (direct to Chatanooga Tenn)

*******I**********I’***********l**** W36 303 396 33 3 % L3 ] PSS YT T E L [T 22 L L0
Rossvllle Georgla Mar 14th 1864

Dear brother | take the present time to write you a few |1nes

leting youknow that | am well and hope you all may be enjoyling

+he same blessing . After leaving you at Loulsvilie | went back

+o Portland and stayed all night, crossed the river next morning

and left on the 9 oclock tralin to B8loomington Ind. The hind car

full of ladles run off the track which caused considerable squalling

amongst bables but no other damage. | was next to the car thar

run off and jumped through the window and pulled two gals out

of the reck and geting them seated In the next car. No more mishaps

| arrived safe at Alton went to Edwardsville. Had quite a {ively

+ime until our furlow was out. When we started for Quincy we

got 30 recrults at Edwardsville. One of them got to fooling with

a loaded gun at Quincy when 1+ went off and blowed one mans bralns

out. After staying 4 days at Quincy we started for dlxey near

indlanapolis we conflscated 10 kegs of beer the cltizens told

us the grocery keepor was a Coperhead and we wen In. We went

t+hrough Loulsville 1st of March and lald over at Nashville one

week. Leaving there we jolined our old bridgde on the same campalgn

ground that we left. While we was away 2 Regts of our Brlgade

was In the fight at Tunel H1I1 near Dalton and lost 130 killed

and wounded. There 1s not much signs of a forward moove here
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yet. One Division of our troops Is at Ringold which s 12 miles
trom here. Our Generals may be waiting for all the veteran souldlers
to get back before they moove. After a calm there Is sure to

be a storm. So we will all look out for No 1. WIth those few
Itnes | will close hoping to have more to write next time. Glve

my respects to all enqulring friends from your affectionate brother
Joe! Waters. P. S. Direct to Rossville Georgla 10th Ills Veteran
Tolls Infty Co. K
******************************************************************
Rossville Georgla Apr 1st 1864 1st Brig 2nd Divis 14th A.C

Dear brother | embrace the present moment of writing you know

that | am st1ll In good health and spirits. | wrote you one leter
since our return to the army but have not recelved any answer

yet. All qulet on the Chicamagua at this time but the clouds
beglns to darkenwhlich Indicates heavy weather soon. Gen Thomas

was here yesterday and we had a grand review of our Division which
ls a forerunner of marching orders. By reports of our scouts

and rebel deserters the rebs is In consliderable force at Buzzard
Roost beyond Ringold. They are fetching thelr dogs of war from
the rear. Thelr ldea |s for the old Buzzard to set on the nest

and stand a contest. | think we will go down soon to drlive the
Buzzard off the nest and put muzles onthe dogs fore they hurt
somebody. That Is 1f they dont pluck us to hard withthelr bills
and thelr dogs alnt to savage. Our recrults Is all geting well
drilled and disclp!ined except one In our Co. which Is geting

home slick. His wife wrote to him that the old sow had got out

and went off taking 7 or 8 other hogs with her. That a lot of
Reffugees had mooved In the nelghborhood that she feared they
would burn all his cord wood. He took the leter to the Gen and
trled to get a furiow but dident succeed. | think when he enclisted
he was taken with a Patrlotic feaver or was struck by the generos
bounty offered. Dont know which. The report here Is that Forrest
has made a bold rald In west Tenn and Southern Ky having a fight
at Paduka glving the citizens and non-combatants no warning to
leave which caused women and children to be shot and the town

set on fire. Our men Is reported closing In on the rebs on all
sides « | hope they will get themin a Morgan trap and capture
t+hem. Gen Grant being Commander In chief we look for a more vigerous
prosecution of the war to what has been heretofore. We will not
be d!sapointed. | dont thing 1f Grant has full power to act Independent
of the big fixh at Washington City we look on Gen Grant as a whale
amongst miners and our next President if Old Abe comes out. It
has been a very backward spring here. Snowing on 21th and 22th
March about 6 Inches deep. Peach trees was in bloom but all the

40




frult was killed. | think the cold weather Is about over now.

| found my pardners about busted whenl went to Ills last year

belng a bad crop year. They dldent make much they promlsed to

pay me something back tor my part some time but | fear 1t Is 1lke

a slow note one half when they are dead one half when they come

back. My tools Is In Edwardsville with John Biggerstaff 1f any

thing hapens me write him and he wlll ship them to you. We have

the promise of $50 bounty from Madison Co. 1lls but dont know

for certaln when we wlll get 1t. Edward West Is the man that

will pay It out when I+ Is pald. More anon. Glve my respects

to all enlulring friends your affectinate broiher Joel Waters

3th Corporal Co. K 10th Ills Vet Volls Infty

lii**&************************************************************
Rossviile Georgla Apr 27th 1864

Dear brother | take the present time to write you a few | 1nes

In answer to your of 18th Ist which came to hand. | was glad

to hear you was all well and the healthof the country improving.

| recelved your flrst leter stating the sad news of Emly Klingerys

death. | was sory to hear of one so young belng cut otf In the

bloom of her youth but when death comes we should be prepared

to meet 1t composedly and resign ourselves to our God. News here

Is very meager. There Is confllcting reports of a battle up Red

River and our army getlng worsted. We heard of the terible slaughter

at Ft. Pllow. We look for measures to be taken to retallate on

Forest and hls command. They should be regarded as savages and

treated as such. The rebels In our front has made no demonstrations

lately. |t Is belleved they are withdrawing some of thelr forces

to send to Virginla. Deserters still come in but not so numerous

as they did some time back. Two weeks ago a Lieut and 52 privates

came In. The health of our camps |s very good except a few caces

of Smallpox. The weather Is getling warm and the trees Is green

wlth leaves. There ls nothing here to break the monotony of camp

I1fe except Batallon and Brigade drills. Our Cenerals trot us

around on quick time which glves us good exerclse. Most of the

veterans has returned from thelr homes that belonged to our Divise

| wrote to you In my last leter that we would get $50 t1fty dolars

County Bounty _but was mlstaken. None but recrults gets It the

order being Issued 10th Jan after we had enlisted. We havent

got any pay since we been back but {ook for the pay Master in

May. We llsten for dunder and blitzen from Virginia soon 1f Gen

Grant has the good success he always had. The rebs is getling

very uneasy. They wlll play a desperate game for they fear Grant.

| +hink thls army wlll be on the defensive until they see how

the tide of war turns In Virginia. The rebs may try to make a
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moove toward the Northbut they will find worse than Buell atter
them If they do. Glve my respects to all Inquiring friends from
your affectlonate brother Joe! Waters 1st Brig 2nd Divls 14 A.C
Rossviile Georgla Co. K 10th 111s Vet Volsl| Inftry

Pe S. Send me half doz fish hooks slz for catching sun pirch.

They are very numerous In the Chlickamagua Rlver Ilke that one
Icaught In old Mage and |1ke to fell In the crick.

FE I FE I I T3 3 I FEIEIE I I I IS I I I I WA
Camp Chattahoosie Rlver 1s+ Brig 2nd Divis 14th A.C. July 11th
1864. Dear brother | take the present time to wrlte you a few
ITnes Informing you that | am st111 safe from the perlls of war
that surounds me altho many of my comrades has fell on all sldes.
In my last leter | stated that the Johny Rebs had fell back from
Altoona Mountalin across the Rliver but was mistaken. They made
several desperate stands since. After taking Altoona Mountaln

we rested our army three days when we advanced and found +hem

In a strong position. Thelr left resting on plne Mount thelr
center 2 miles In front of Kenesaw Mountaln which Is on the R.R
thelr right resting north east of Marleta. Our shells soon made
Pine Mountaln to hot for them, the reb Gen Polk geting kIlled

by a shell when thelr lett fell back to lost Mountaln our Corps
being relleved by 4th Corps and mooved for the center in front

of Kenesaw. 20th Corps Hookers belng In the extreme right mooved
up and outflanked lost Mountain making a charge capturing 12 canon
and a lot of prisoners which caused Johney to evacuate his position
from right to teft all thls happened about 18th of June. Our
I'Ines advanced and found they had taken another strong position,
their center resting on top of Kenesaw Mountaln. We advanced

our |Ines to the back of the Mountain, the rebs thinklng we would
charge dldent open thelr canon on us. Our bateries In the meanwhlle
was throwing shells on top of the Mountain without any reply.
Thinking they had no canon on top of the mountain In front of

our Dlvis we dident throw up any trenches. The first evening

and our bateries was all lef on open ground. The consequence

was next morning Johney open3d outon us wlthabout 20 canon holowing
at us wheres your canon you damed yanks. They shelled us all

day and kept our baterles silenced but couldent drive us from

our posltlon altho we was on open ground 800 yds from thelr bateries.
We lald flat on the ground and let them shell ali day. We lost
about 50 kllled and wounded. We lay so ncar the base of the
Mountaln they couldent depress thelr guns 1o bear on us very well
but the canonading beat New Madrid all holow. That night we made
dirt fly. Next morning our slde opened on themwith about 40 canon
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some of them 20 pounders which sllenced the rebs In 15 mlnutes.

We yelled at them heres our canon you sons of bltches. Our Dlvls
lay In front of the Mountaln unti] the night ot the 25th Ist when
we was mooved to the right laylng In the rear one day. We relleved
Sanley Davis 4th Corps our Brig taking poslition In front !lne

when 2th and 3th Brigades of our Divis was ordered to charge.

When they crossed our trenches In 3 lines of batle and charged

the rble works which was about 400 yds In front of our trenches.
They charged on within 25 yds of the reble works but some of them
going st1l! hearer. When they found sharpened steaks drove In

the ground that they couldent charge over when 2 lines of batle

lay flat on the ground and made bulets fly so thick over the rebs
breast works they had tokeep heads down and the third llne throwed
up breast works and held thelr positlon altho theygot awfuly slaughtered
losing 800 kllled and wounded In the 2 brigades. At the same

tlme our dlivis charged part ot 4thand 16th Corps made a charge

but was repulsed. When our Generals comenced mooving on the flanks
on the morning of 3th July we found they had abandoned thelr strong
posltion on Kenesaw Mountaln and was In full retreat. We folowed
close In thelr rear capturling about 3000 prisoners. Thelr maln
torce getin across the rover. We drawed our army up the Rlght

and Left resting on Chatahosie River yesterday morning the last

of them crossed to the South sideof the River keeping time to

the tune of a shower of miney balls. We can get on the ridges

and look Into Atlanta which Is 9 miles. We are In the center

on the R. R. our wings Is much nearer the clty. Heavy canonadln
golng on this morning on the left. Gen Howard and Scofleld Is
across from what we learn by hearing our officers say. | think

we will be In Atlanta In a few days. The rebs Is geting awfuly
scared from wat we see In the papers that we capture in their
camps. Deserters Is coming In every day. | think after we take
Atlanta what we dont kil and capture will desert. The causalaties
In our Regt has been near 100 since the campaln commenced altho

we have not bee in any heavy engagements but have done a good

deal of skirmlshing and been so near the rebs that the flirst man
that got hls head from behind a tree with his gun cocked comanded
the forces In front. Our Regt took 60 prlisoners one day off the
rebs skirmlsh llne. Since we left Dalton our army has taken near
20000 prisoners. Our army reaches so much further than the rebs
that we can walk around the end of them and out flank them. The
weather Is geting very warm. |f the campain dont end soon there
will bee a great many sent to the rear sick but our army at this
time Is in very good health. | received the last leter dated

tfrom New Albany. Slince Morgan has been routed from KY | hope
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youmay not be molested any more. More anon. Send me $5.00 in

next leter. We have not been pald since we veteraned. | havent

got any money or tobaco. Send sheet ot paper and envelope. |

lost my knapsack on the skirmish |lne. Your affectionate brother

Joe| Waters. Camp near Atlanta.

***********************************************-l'l*****************
Atlanta Ga Aug 3th 1864

Dear brother | take pen In hand to write you a few llnes on recelpt

of Sarah Janes leter which came to hand of 27th Ist. | was glad

to hear you wal all well. | am well at this time. Our DIvis

escaped the terible onslaughts of the rebs. We crossed the rlver

on the 17th 1st 2 miles above the R. R bridge 4th and 23th Corps

having crossed 15 miles above a few days before advancing down

t+he river. On coverling our front without much opposition our

Corps corssed formlng our lines on the extreme right resting on

+he Rlver near the mouth of Peach creek 15th 16th & 20th corps

corssing after ours and massing thelr troops to the left+ striking

t+he Augusta R. R near Stone Mountain cuting all communication

east of Atlanta. They advanced toward Atlanta 20th when the Johneys

massed thelr forces agalnst 4th 20th & 2 Dlvisons ot our Corps

and charged on them and was repulsed wlth terible slaughter.

On 22th they massed agalnst 15th 16th & 17th Corps and charged

geting slaughered worse than the first time. It Is estimated

+hey lost 23000 In the two charges. Our loss was 3500. The same

+1me they was fighting on the left our Divis was ordered to charge

up to peach creek. We done It in splendid style driving the Johneys

with a hoop, our Brig puting their rifle pits within 25 yds of

+helr maln works. The third Brig of our Divis was on our left

52+h Ohlo & 22+h Ind Regts got across the creek on a big drift

and drove the Johneys from a rldge. Stacked thelr guns and comenced

to fortify. The first thing they knew the Johneys had sliped

through a gap onthelir left and was geting in the rear charging

In them front and rear capturing 200. When our Regt massed up

to the creek geting a cross fire on the Johneys and layling them

out in wind rows. Our Co killed a Col and about 30 privates ehn

they abandoned about half the prlsoners and skedadled. Our ma jor

and one Capt and men was wounded In our Regt 1 man killled next

morning we advanced and found thelr works abandoned and took position

west of Atlanta 23 miles. Our canon bearing on the city on 26

our Brigade drove them from our front into thelr main works 13

miles from the clty. That night 15th and 16th Corps came around

trom the left relieving our divis and extending the | ines further

to the right. On 27th Ist the Johneys massed and charged onl15th

and 16th corps and was terlble slaughtercd. Our men buried over
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left on the fleld. Our Divis the same day had a fight with the

Reb Cavelry near west polnt 12 miles from Atlanta on the Montgomery
RR driving themin fine stile. Fearing the Johneys would mass

Infty agalnst us we withdrew and Jolned the maln army on the right.
Yesterday 23th Corps came round from the left and extended thelr
[Tnes on our right reachling near the R.R. Our Cav has cut the
Montgomery road. Our forces Is massing to the South west of Atlanta.
The R. R belng held on the left by our Cav and torn up 40 mlles.
About 20000 of our Cav Is makIng a rafd on Macon City about 100
miles south east of Atlanta, the obJect Is to |iberate 15000 of

our prisoners at thatplace. Since the Johneys crossed the River
they have lost over 25000. Gen Johnston has been reltleved. They
are comanded by Gen Hood. Prlsoners and deserters say they have
been reenforced by 16000 decrepld old men and boys conscrips,

Our boys say they belleve GenHood Is a good union man |f he keeps
charging on the yanks he wll|l soon not have a Corporals guard.

The majority of the souldlers Is sadlsfled with Llncons nomlnatlon.
They think he will soon crush the confed to atoms. Dont fall

to send $5.00 In the next leter. | was much disapolnted not geting
I+ In the last. More anon. Respects to all frlends, your brother

Joel Waters
*************************************************************l****

Near Atlanta Aug 13th 1864
Dear Brother | take pen in hand +o wrlte you a few lines in answer
to yours of 1st Aug which | recelved containing $5.00. The way
| chawed the backer the first day | got it was a caution. Somre
of our Cav had made a rald on the R. R capturing a lot of the
weed which they sold cheap. Since | last wrote we have mooved
about 3 mlles further to the righte On 7th 23th Corps went onto
the left flank of the rebs and our Divis made a charge on their
works In our front capturing 2 lines of their works and 500 prisoners.
Our Brig was In the front |lne and got within 25 yds of their
tfirst line before they flred on us. Before they could load their
guns the second tIme we was onto them with the point of the bayonet
some of them surrendered In thelr ditches wl+th their guns loaded
and cockod. When we got them on the run we folowed In hot pursult
driving them from the second line Into a +third where they had
a cross fire from 3 forts which stoped our further progress,
We establlshed our Iines under a heavy fire from thelir artilery
and stll! hold them. Our Dlvis dident loose more than 100 killed
and wounded. Our Co had 1 sergt kllled and 3 privates wounded.
Our front Iine Is about ; mile from thelr forts. Our sharp shooters
makes the Johneys keep their heads down. 1 old reb come Into
our l|ines yesterday that had been between the 2 skirmish lines
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5 days laylng In a ditch. He had been In mud and water up fo

his neck and was nearly starved to death. We comand the Montgomery
R. R, The contest Is for the Junction at East Point 6 or 7 miles
from Atlanta which cuts off all R. R communicatlon. We got rhumors
of Miblle belng taken but It 1s not conflrmed. | hope we will
make a strlke soon that will fake Atlanta and end the campaln

for we have seen more war In the last 3 months than since the

war begun and we need rest. We saw a sign since we crossed the
River. The Johneys sald If they couldent hold Atlanta they would
make a stand 9 mlles the other side. If they couldent hold that
they would make a stand in hell. | hope they may choose the later
place. | think It would be thelr last ditch no more. Respects

to all enquiring friends. Your affectlionate brother Joel Waters
yours In good health
******************************************************************
Camp East PiInt Sept 13th 1864 3th Brig 4th Divis 16th A.C.

Army of the Tenn

Dear brother | take the present time to write you a few llInes
informing you that | am well at this time amid the perils of ware.
Hopling you may all be the same. We arrlved safe at thls place
10th after folowling the rebs near 40 mlles south of Atlanta killing
and capturlng near 20000 of thelr army and scatering the balance
t+o the four winds. The campaln has ended and our army has settled
down for a rest which we needed very much. There was f1ghting
more or less for 123 days. When we stoped folowing the Johneys
and comenced falling back towards Atlanta very lelsury the Johneys
showed no enclination to folow except a few Caviry the first day
which we gobled. The canon has ceased to boom and the musketry

to ratle. We canot sleep sound without such music for a while.
well | will give you a few detalls of the last stratagetic moove
of Gen Sherman that hooped the Johneys out of Atlanta on double
quick and the part we particlpated In. Abotu the 20th Aug our
Regt was transfered from our old Dlvis 14th Corps to 16th Corps
exchangling places with 17th New York Regt being mooved from near
the right wing to near the center 17th 15th 14+h & 23th Corps
being o our right 20th & 4thCorps to our lett. After lylng

in our trenches where we could look rlght through the streets

of Atlanta oru 20 and 32 pount parots being near enough to knock
the city Into rublish In 12 hors 1f they was so mind to do. The
rebs casting over 64 Ibs shells ocasionaly which dident anoy us
much for the big plles of dirt in our front was to much of an
obstakle for them to pass through. Seeing that 1t was almost

an impossablility to charge over the sharpencd stakes and brush
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In our front and take Atlanta. Gen Sherman concluded he would

go around to the Macon R. R and capture their meal sackse SO

on the night 25th Aug our | Ines was swung back baklng the right

ot our Corps 16th the plvot extending our |linenes back toward

+he Chatahoosee Rlver leaving all our big forts vacant. The balance
of our army tothe right still hoiding their old position. It

was our luck to be on plcket thatnight. We heid our old position
+111 near dayllght the rebs not suspfcloning our army was beling
withdrawen from their front. When i+ was near day we abandoned
our plcket line crossing over our front t+renches and takling position
in the second about ;1 mile to the rear of the first. When day
come they was much puzled notseelng any yanks In their front.
About 10 oclock they ventured out with a double skirmish |ine
looking almost llke lines of batle and crossed over the first
trenches wlthout any opositlon atter reconoltering round a while
thinkling the yanks was clear gone they started tor the second
{ine. There we stood with our guns stuckout under the head logs
taking dead alm at them. They came on In splendid order confident
they would meet with no oposition In takling the second line.

When they got within 30 yds of us we opened a murderous fire

on them which made them get back faster than they came about 3
thelr skirmlshers belng lald hors du combat. They made several
attempts during the day to dlslodge us but failed each time.

Night 20th our Army started In motlon abandoning the whold llne
except 23th Corps which was on extreme rlght. 20th Corps ftell
back to R. R brldge resting thelr 2 tlanks on the river the balance
of the army facing to the rear and marching In colums on diferent
roads towards the South. 4+h Corps moving to take position on
right of 23th A.C 144h A.C on rigt of 4th . Our 3 Corps Army

of Tenn stlll to the right 16th A.C belng extreme right. Morning
28+h Aug struck Montgomery R, R 16 miles from Atlanta conslderable
f1ght with Cav tear up R. R 10 miles heat the ralls and coll

+hem around trees. In the maln while Johneys at Atlanta think

the yanks s retreatling across +he Chatahoosee 20th Corps sets

a house on fire. Johneys thinks 1+ Is the bridge gets on a blg
bust sends for the ladles to come up from Macon to see them whip
the yankee vandals. They pitch onto 20th Corps and get awfuly
whipped. Evening 30th on march towards Macon R. R our Cav and

reb Cav have conslderable fighting our Inft goes to the suport

and drlves rebs back. Our Brig being train guard that day and
dident participate In any of the rows. 315t Joheys to thelr groat
dismay finds the whole yankee Army Is geting in thelr rear and
rushes thelr Army out fto meet them. Our Army inline of batle

! mlle from Macon R« R runing parralell with it our Corps extreme
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right in front of Jones Burow 20 mlles south of Atlanta. The
Johneys comes out and charges on 17th 15th Corps not extending

more than half way on 10th Corps. Our DIvls was throwed on thelr
t1ank and had a raking flre on them. They never got nearer than
200 yds to our |lnes until they was cut to pleces. Our canon

was double shoted with grape and canlster and mowed wagon roads
through thelr ranks perfectly stampeding them. | saw rebs knocked
20 feet high. We found 600 kllled and wounded In our fronte.

| dont think we lost more than 50 men In our 3 corps while they

was charging on us 14th Corps charged thelr works capturing a

Brig and 10 pleces of artllery. Cuting the R. R taking a tralin

of cars loaded with reenforcements. Thelr lines belng broken

In +he center a portlon goling towards Atlanta the others toward
Macon our Army flowlng In hot pursuit. On night 1st Sept they
blowed up the Arsenal and all thelr amunitlon and evacuated Atlanta.
Their whole Army demorallzed and geting away as best they could.

A portlon ot our Army staying In Atlanta whlle the balance pursued
the flying rebs to Griffin. Flnding they would not make any more
stands our Army was withdrawn. | saw much as 5000 prisoners besldes
t+he k1lled and wounded.

(Thls letter 1s Incomplete; the last part of It was evidently

fost. Following are some parts of letters, evidently written after
the above. No date avallable)

Our corps was sent around to cooperate with 15th Corps to open
communlication with our fleet which lay at the mouth of Ogoschee
River, Fort McCallster belng In the way one Dlvis of 15th Corps
charged 1t capturing the garison and all the guns which opened

up suplys to our Army we having had nothing but rice and beef f

all our suplys being eat up that was in our trains. For the last

5 days after Ft.McCalister was captured our DIvis and Kill Patricks
Cav was sent out 50 mlies on the south western R. R toward Mobile
destroying the track. When we got back to the Ogeechee River

an order came that Savanah was captured the rebs having left between
2 days goling across the Savanah River on pontoon bridges Into

South Carolina. They left In a blg hurry leaving 140 canon In
t+heir torts splking about 3 of them, 30000 bales of coton several
+housand bushels of rice and meal 5 or 6 gun boats and transports
cars and englnes to numerous t+omentlon. When our Army came Into
the city the clitlzens met them rejolcing. Savanah Is a nice city
t+he population being about 20000 before the war not being more
than 3 at the present time. The citlzens have passed resolutions
to ablde by the laws of the U. S. trade wlll soon be opened with
the North.
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(The following 1s trom two parts of sheets of small size letter
paper, but 1s probably a part of +he foregoling letter) the maln
Ocean 1s 16 mlles the weather here Is pleasant as May |1ve oaks
holeys & palmetoe trees 1s allways green with leaves. Gen Grant
arrived In the clty today. He wlil take a tour through the Army.
The whole Army has been reviewed by Gen Sherman. We will be off
some flne morning tor the broke of day for Char leston with old
Billy, as we call him. We expect soon to look down on a conquered
Confederacys | recelved your leter In answer fo t+he one | wrote
from Alabama but have not got any answer To the one | sent from
mar leta contalning $180.00, Belleving you will get fuller detalls
of our operations In the paper | wiil close. Give my respects

to al!l enquliring frlends your atfectlonate brother Joel Waters

1st Divis 3th Brig 17th A.C. Co K 111s Ve V Infantry
****l*****ll*********************************** PESEE TR S 4 PEES T e S e
Bueaufort South Carolinfa Jan 13th 1865

Dear brother | take thls present +ime of writing you a tew llines
Informing you that { am still en Joying the blessings of life amid
the many mlsfortunes of this clvil war and hope you may all be
allve and prospering. The same altho | have not got no answers

to any ot my leters slncc we left Atlanta. Qur mall seems to

be delayed some waye We havent got but two mails since we occupied
Savannah. Vell you can see by this 0ld Billy Shermans boys ventures
to set their feet on the sacred soll of gouthCarolina. We unto
her there 1s 2 mighty host of yanks a coming fo correct her for
her inicuities she has commited. We will soon start for Char leston
then look out there Joyney Reb tor we Is gwine to shoot. Look

out there dont you understand Savanah has falen and we are going
to occupy the fand. Well we had a nlce sail on the big flshpond
from Savannah to this place. Our Corps was the first to start
belng crowded on big ships and Ocean Steamers out regt and 32th
Wlss beling crowded on board the Curtain a two master. | ftook

my stand on t+he uper deck where | could look off to the east

on the mighty deep and see the sky come down to the water. To
the west | could look and see the coast fiftecn or twenty miles

In the dlstance. | did not sce any sea monsters except turtles

3 or 4 feet across the back swiming up after scraps of bread and
things that was +hrowed overboard and big sea birds would almos?t

| 1ght on deck atter pleces ot crackers. Coming into Port Royal
entrance and up the Beaufort River ended our voyage after 12 hours
sall the wind belng blustery part ot the time which made the shlp
rock consliderably mak ing some of the boys sea sick puting thelr
hands to thelr stomachs and holowlng New York 1o the merriment

of the others +hat was notsicke We found thls place garrlsoned
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by free Colored Troops ofAfrican descent which caused some trouble
amongst the whites and blacks. We was camped out slide of town

2 mlles and there was a guard line of ebony souldlers to keep

us from town so we made several charges on them and busted the
ITnes taking the town and having things our own way for a while
until they got white souldlers out for guards. Altho the darkeys
that are here Is very good souldiers and do thelr duty well as
white men belng New York Regts, st!!! our Army has not boen used
toNegro Troops and they will not be guarded by them. We have

got orders to march In the morning. We guted the Confederacy

In Ga and we wlll cut a mlghty gash slde ways In this old Traltorous
State soon. The conscripts In our Regt make bully souldlers coming
to the scratch every time with few exceptlons. Yours In haste,
wrlte soon, respects to all enquliring friends your affectlonate
brother Joel! Waters 1st Divis 3+h Brig 17A.C Co K 10th IlIs V.

V infty
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